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This policy brief investigates the problems Muslim world 
is facing today and discusses the contributions The Parlia-
mentary Union of the Islamic Cooperation Member States 
can make for the solutions of the problem. Primarily the 
policy brief states that the tragic events happening in the 
Middle East and the rest of the world feed the xenopho-
bia and Islamophobia and that the instability is spreading 
around the Middle East every day. From this point of view, 
the study points out the contributions The Parliamentary 
Union of the Islamic Cooperation could make in overco-
ming these problems, bringing peace, justice, stability, and 
security at an international scale. Moreover the need for 
progress in bringing common contemporary standards 
and values to the Muslim world is also emphasized.
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Muslim world is 
going through 
an extraordinary 

time in which everybody 
must be very careful and 
discreet in their messages. 
In numerous parts of the 
world, with terrorist attacks 
on one hand and Islamopho-
bia and anti-foreigner cam-
paigns on the other, there 
are efforts to create a con-
flict among religions, sects, 
and civilizations. Against 
this serious threat it is cru-
cial for all of as to react with 
a common mind, perception, 
and reason. 

Today, most of the mem-
ber countries of Organiza-
tion of Islamic Coopera-
tion (OIC) in Asia, Africa 
and Middle Asia joined the 
world of free nations with 
their honorable war against 
the imperialism in the 20th 
century which aims to as-
similate our religion and 
identity. But, the ignorance, 
poverty, diseases, terrorism, 
extremism, and sectarian 
conflicts that are feeding on 

the devastation of the im-
perialism have become the 
biggest problems of some 
regions in the Muslim world 
in the 21st century. 

The Need of a United 
Stance against 
Terrorism and 
Xenophobia 

There are two threats all 
humanity is facing today. 
These are terrorism and 
xenophobia. Because the 
threat of terrorism has be-
come global, the coopera-
tion against terrorism can 
has to be undertaken in 
different directions. Tur-
key, being one of the most 
affected countries from ter-
rorism, continues its activ-
ities vigorously, via both 
international institutions 
and in its bilateral relations. 
In the international scale, 
campaign against terrorism 
continues under the United 
Nations (UN) with a univer-
sal approach. We should be 
careful that the increasing 
number of platforms and 
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institutions handling the 
global campaign against ter-
rorism might face weakness. 

All the terrorist acts in 
Syria, Yemen, Lebanon, 
Nigeria, and Paris caus-
ing deaths of many in-
nocent people should be 
condemned. Terrorism is 
a crime against humanity 
which should be condemned 
by everybody without add-
ing extra definitions or ad-
jectives to it. The common 
ground of religions believ-
ing Allah all mighty and his 
prophets Muhammad, Jesus, 
and Moses, is to ban vio-
lence, murder, and terrorism 
and promoting giving life to 
people. Thus, in any part of 
the world, for whatever rea-
son, people partaking in ter-
rorist acts cannot be part of 
any religion. These terror-
ists primarily harm the peo-
ple of the religion of which 
they are using the symbols 
and the name. 

However, if the same 
reaction given to the Paris 
attacks is not given to the 

attacks in Syria, Yemen, 
Lebanon, and Nigeria, it 
means there is a problem. 
If the people do not show a 
united stance and struggle 
against all kinds of terror-
ism, it is impossible to de-
feat the enemy of terrorism. 
The situation only encour-
ages the terrorist groups. If 
there are double standards 
to terrorist groups and some 
are treated like charities, all 
humanity will lose against 
terrorism. Turkey suffered 
against the double standards 
of the international com-
munity especially regarding 
the PKK. Today the biggest 
test of humanity in its fight 
against terrorism is giving 
away the double standards 
towards terrorist groups and 
reacting with a full unity 
and support against any type 
of terrorism. 

The second big threat 
for humanity is the spread 
of xenophobia, discrimina-
tion, racism, and especially 
Islamophobia and hatred 
which have been on the 

Terrorism is a 
crime against 
humanity 
which should 
be condemned 
by everybody 
without adding 
extra definitions 
or adjectives to it.
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rise recently. The situation 
is one of the primary rea-
sons threatening the coop-
eration among civilizations. 
Speeches that blame or hold 
Muslims responsible for Par-
is attacks cannot be accepted 
and these speeches cannot 
contribute to the war against 
terrorism. Members of a 
religion cannot be blamed 
because of the actions of a 
terrorist using its symbols 
and name. Politicians, intel-
lectuals, scientists, religious 
leaders, and press mem-
bers addressing the society 
should be very careful not 
to make comments attack-
ing any religion. Otherwise, 
they might contribute to the 
aims of the terrorist who are 

trying to spread fear and ha-
tred among people. At this 
point, cooperation between 
religions and civilizations is 
crucial. 

In one sense, the history 
of human civilization is the 
history of struggle to gain 
and protect freedom. With-
out freedom, humanity can-
not exist and human values 
cannot be protected. Today 
the biggest threat against 
freedom is the abuse of free-
dom. Using freedoms, es-
pecially freedom of speech, 
in a manner that insults 
and attacks personal rights, 
honor of a person, especial-
ly the values and beliefs of 
societies and people, cannot 
be accepted. Such kinds of 
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attacks are primitive and 
vulgar. 

Islamophobia, which 
is a type of racism and xe-
nophobia, is a primary is-
sue for Turkey which has 
many citizens living outside 
its borders. In the spread 
of these ideas, prejudices 
which are rooted in history 
and social memory play a 
crucial role. After the 9/11 
attacks in 2001, perception 
of Islam and Muslims has 
changed dramatically into 
a negative direction in the 
minds of Westerners. The 
recent events in the Middle 
East are also observed to in-
crease Islamophobia. Such 
tendencies, which are not 
matching with the values 
of the 21st century modern 
society principles, also con-
tradict with the main idea of 
Abrahamic religions. These 
tendencies also affect the 
efforts of immigrants to in-
tegrate and contribute to the 
society. 

Turks constitute the 
majority of the Muslim 

population in many Euro-
pean countries. Thus, the 
increase in Islamophobia 
affects the Turks primarily 
and it demolishes the feel-
ing of security in the soci-
eties they are living in. The 
votes of parties who portray 
the immigrants as the prima-
ry cause of unemployment, 
poverty, crime, security is-
sues, and other social issues, 
are increasing, while the 
main political actors fail to 
react to such extremist ideas 
due to the danger of losing 
votes. 

Meanwhile, Turkey con-
tinues membership negotia-
tions with European Union 
(EU). The success of this 
process will show how sin-
cere Europe is in its call 
for cultural diversity. In 
this respect, the process of 
Turkey’s membership is a 
test for the EU which is a 
project of peace and civili-
zation. Also, membership 
of Turkey is an opportuni-
ty to create dialog between 
civilizations and religions 

Turkey, as a country 
in the negotiations 
for membership, 
constantly 
reiterates 
the need for 
developing tools 
to fight against 
increasing racism, 
Islamophobia and 
xenophobia to the 
EU officials. 
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by bringing West and Islam 
together. We are concerned 
to see that after the Europe-
an Parliament elections in 
May 2014, some extremist 
parties that positioned them-
selves against integration, 
EU project and immigration 
increased number of seats in 
the parliament. Turkey, as a 
country in the negotiations 
for membership, constantly 
reiterates the need for devel-
oping tools to fight against 
increasing racism, Islam-
ophobia and xenophobia to 
the EU officials. 

Turkey and Spain started 
the Alliance of Civilizations 
Initiative in 2005 to improve 
understanding between cul-
tures and create mutual re-
spect. High interest in the 
Alliance of Civilizations 
shows that common values 
such as democracy, human 
rights and the rule of law are 
stronger than the cultural 
differences among societies 
and countries. I believe that 
in the struggle against dis-
crimination and xenophobia 

the Alliance holds a crucial 
role. 

ISIS as the Reflection 
of the Syrian Crisis

Recently, the terrorist group 
ISIS has become the main 
threat to stability and secu-
rity in Turkey’s neighbors 
and friends Iraq and Syria. 
Campaign against ISIS ter-
ror has to be conducted in 
a coordinated and effective 
way by considering condi-
tions which create and feed 
the terrorism in the region. 
Muslim countries should 
know that crimes commit-
ted by ISIS in the name of 
religion of peace Islam, 
threatens the Islamic civi-
lization. Thus, they should 
fight against extremism in 
this mindset. 

Especially, the example 
of Iraq in the war against 
ISIS shows the need of pro-
moting common values by 
putting aside artificial dif-
ferences and discrimination 
among the sects. Turkey 
welcomes the steps taken by 
the new Iraqi government 
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to include all parts of soci-
ety in politics. Turkey also 
believes that such actions 
should be supported. 

International community 
should fight against every 
type of terrorism with such 
kind of determination. An-
other terrorist group that has 
adopted violence as its main 
strategy like ISIS is the PKK 
which has caused deaths of 
thirty-five thousands people 
over thirty years in Turkey. 
The PKK is rooted in Syria 
and Iraq, and is a terrorist 
group similar to the ISIS. 
The PKK cannot be allowed 
to gain legitimacy on the ba-
sis of its claim that it fights 
against ISIS. Unfortunate-
ly, international media and 
some opposition groups 
contribute to the terrorist 
propaganda from time to 
time. Terrorist and criminal 
groups involved in and sus-
tained by violence, murder, 
drug and human trafficking, 
money laundry, robbery, and 
kidnapping should not be 
excused by the international 
community. On the contrary, 

every terrorist group should 
be considered equally dan-
gerous.  

The role of Assad regime 
and its share in the destruc-
tion, chaos, and instability 
in the Syrian crisis cannot 
be put aside. Assad regime 
has used ISIS against oppo-
sition groups and it allowed 
the group to get bigger and 
stronger in Iraq and Syria. 

The Chronic Topic That 
Disturbs the Muslim 
World: Palestine 
Question

Even if the imperialist ex-
ploitation ended in the 
20th century, unfortunate-
ly Palestine still continues 
the fight for freedom and 
self-determination for the 
whole Muslim world. The 
source of all problems in 
the Middle East, Palestine, 
is an open wound in the 
conscious of humanity. Be-
sides the previous attacks by 
Israel, the devastation and 
humanitarian crisis caused 
by the last attacks on Gaza 
in July-August 2014 are 

Palestinian 
Question staying 
unsolved, and 
continuing 
destruction, 
torture and 
murders mean to 
harm the honor 
of Muslims. 
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still fresh memories in our 
minds. Israel, encouraged 
by the non-reaction of inter-
national community, accel-
erated its invasion of Pales-
tinian territory and is build-
ing illegal settlements. Be-
sides, Israel took irrational 
actions to change the status 
of Jerusalem and Temple 
Mount which has brought 
the region on the edge of 
instability. The attack of 
Israeli Army on Al-Aqsa in 
November 2014, which in-
sults the holiness of the area 
and Islam, gives an example 
of the actions of Israeli gov-
ernment harming the peace 
negotiations. 

Palestinian Question 
staying unsolved, and con-
tinuing destruction, torture 
and murders mean to harm 
the honor of Muslims. Be-
sides, this situation creates 
an environment from which 
racism, hatred and terror-
ist movements have been 
feeding in the Middle East. 
However, Western world is 
a passive bystander to the 
destructive manner of Isra-
el causing the non-solution 
in the region, while talking 
about the security needs of 
Israel. We should remind 
ourselves that the main is-
sue in the Middle East is the 
continuing invasion of Isra-
el. 



9 

ORSAM REVIEW OF REGIONAL AFFAIRS 
NO.23, MARCH 2015

The decisions of the 
United Nations General As-
sembly and United Nations 
Security Council on Pales-
tinian Question are not im-
plemented. It is impossible 
for the region to solve the 
Middle East issue or bring 
peace and stability to the 
region without bringing jus-
tice according to interna-
tional law, which requires 
establishing a free, self-gov-
erned and livable Palestinian 
state according to the 1967 
borders with capital East 
Jerusalem taking its place 
in among the free nations 
of the world. As the Muslim 
countries, we have to contin-
ue our struggle with deter-
mination to bring a solution, 
which includes a free Pales-
tinian state in which our Pal-
estinian brothers can live in 
peace and freedom. 

Other Current Issues 
and Stance of Muslim 
World

In the North Africa and 
Middle East, the change and 

transformation in Egypt, 
Libya, Tunisia, Yemen and 
Syria continues. Demands 
of the nations in these re-
gions are real. The demands 
are based on the ideas in 
the core values of Islamic 
civilization. Naturally, the 
demands and reforms to ad-
dress them will be unique to 
each culture. Anyhow, these 
countries have started on a 
process which is long and 
challenging, full of opportu-
nities and tests. It is natural 
that there will be ups and 
downs in the process. 

The important issue in 
the process is to sustain 
stability, integrity and so-
cial peace, and prevent re-
ligious, ethnic or sectarian 
polarization in these coun-
tries. There should be united 
stance against groups that 
try to evaluate and explain 
the events in Middle East 
based on sectarian conflict 
and religious war. It should 
be shown that religious 
beliefs can have a role in 
bringing people together and 

In the North 
Africa and 
Middle East, 
the change and 
transformation 
in Egypt, Libya, 
Tunisia, Yemen 
and Syria 
continues.
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uniting nations instead of 
discriminating and dividing 
the society. 

Today, Iraq faces one 
of the most important tests 
in its history. Turkey gives 
great importance to Iraq’s 
political and territorial uni-
ty. Turkey also does what-
ever it can to help Iraq be-
come a democratic, stable, 
and peaceful country that 
provides peace for its citi-
zens and neighbors. Turkey 
supports Iraqi government’s 
war on terror and provides 
help for the Iraqi people 
during these hard times. 

It is desired that in Egypt 
democracy can be brought 
again, protection of human 
rights can be sustained, a 
united and non-discrimina-
tive political arena can be 
established, and the future 
elections can be completed 
with the involvement of all 
groups in the society. Tuni-
sian people accepted their 
new constitution through 
social dialog and consen-
sus, and conducted their 

presidential and parliamen-
tary elections, accordingly. 
Thus, they have provided 
a recent example of a good 
transition to democracy. 
Turkey will continue devel-
oping its cooperation with 
Tunisia in every aspect. 

Libya has been going 
through tough times. The 
transition process after 
the revolution in 2011 has 
brought challenges. The 
conflicts which started in 
May 2014 deepened the 
political polarization in the 
county. All member coun-
tries of OIC are responsible 
in terms of honor and con-
scious for bringing stability 
to Libya. Actions to bring 
security, stability, and pros-
perity to Libya should be 
done considering the bene-
fits of Libyans. 

The recent developments 
in Yemen, which had been 
conducting a successful 
political transition process 
with the initiatives of the 
Gulf Cooperation Coun-
cil, are raising concerns. It 
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is necessary that all parties 
should abstain from unilat-
eral actions that might cause 
sectarian conflicts and give 
Al-Qaida opportunity to use 
the situation to spread its 
ideology. Also everybody 
should contribute to the pro-
cess of a united country and 
spreading a legitimate gov-
ernment authority all around 
the country. 

The continuing political 
transition process in Af-
ghanistan is welcome. Af-
ghan people showed their 
trust in democracy, by join-
ing the presidential elections 
at a high rate. Afghan people 
show the eagerness of claim-
ing their future and reinforc-
ing the hopes for the future 
of the country. However, 
gains of the last 13 years 
still have a fragile nature. 
Thus, international commu-
nity must maintain its help 
to Afghanistan in terms of 
security, improvement of 
capacity, and development. 
Also, it is crucial to contin-
ue peace and compromise 

process to sustain political 
stability. Problem in Kash-
mir should be solved justly 
and permanently in a way 
that satisfies Pakistan, India 
and most importantly people 
of Kashmir.

There is considerable 
progress in Somalia since 
August 2012 in terms of 
politics and security. Con-
stituting a parliament, elect-
ing the president, assigning 
a prime minister and bring-
ing together a government 
constitute important steps in 
the political and democratic 
history of Somalia. Terrorist 
acts in the northeast of Ni-
geria are concerning. Recent 
terrorist attacks conducted 
by Boko Haram, which re-
sulted in deaths of many 
Muslim brothers and sisters, 
are causing anger in Turkey. 
Turkey has been providing 
all the support it can for 
the efforts to bring security, 
peace and stability to Nige-
ria. Moreover, Turkey will 
remain in cooperation with 

There should 
be united 
stance against 
groups that 
try to evaluate 
and explain the 
events in Middle 
East based on 
sectarian conflict 
and religious war.
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Nigerian people in their war 
against terrorism. 

 Muslim nations should 
be in full cooperation to 
contribute to bringing peace 
and stability to African con-
tinent, supporting the eco-
nomic, social and political 
development of African 
countries, and improving 
resources in Africa in way 
that benefits African people. 
Lastly, one of the important 
issues Muslim world should 
pay attention is the Na-
gorno-Karabakh conflict. It 
is thought-provoking that a 
problem that was considered 
the main obstacle to bringing 
stability to Southern Cauca-
sus has not been resolved 
over the last twenty years. 
We find the current situa-
tion unacceptable in which 
twenty percent of Azerbai-
jan land is under invasion. 
The primary precondition to 
peace, stability, and prosper-
ity in Southern Caucasus is 
to solve Nagorno-Karabakh 
issue in a way that protects 
the integrity and sovereignty 

of Azerbaijan. Also it is a 
humanitarian obligation of 
international society to show 
the attention and sensitivity 
they deserve to over a mil-
lion refugees and displaced 
who have to leave their land 
and homes. In this respect 
it is crucially important to 
bring Nagorno-Karabakh is-
sue in all perspectives to the 
agenda of OIC. Turkey will 
continue to support the righ-
teous case of Azerbaijan, 
and keep it in the agenda at 
all platforms. 

Problems of Muslim 
Minorities and OIC

One of the primary topics of 
Muslim world’s cooperation 
under OIC is the problems 
of Muslim minorities and 
groups. It is crucial for us 
to sustain our support and 
attention to the Muslims 
who are trying to defend 
their identities and religious 
practices under prejudice, 
intolerance, discrimination, 
and cruelty. Muslim world’s 
main approach to this issue 
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is that Muslim minorities 
and groups should be given 
their deserved social-polit-
ical status, and their basic 
rights and freedoms to live 
in peace while keeping their 
identities. 

The situation of Rohing-
ya Muslims in the Arakan 
province of Myanmar and 
other Muslim population 
in this country is followed 
with concern. Every effort 
should be shown to protect 
the rights, primarily citi-
zenship rights and freedoms 
of Rohingya Muslims, and 
provide them peace and se-
curity. 

Crimean Tatars, who have 
experienced tragic mass ex-
iles and pains throughout 
history, keep their search of 
rights in peaceful and dem-
ocratic manner after the il-
legal annexation of Crimea. 
Despite their peaceful strug-
gle, Muslim Crimean Tatars 
are under oppression by the 
de facto administration in 
the peninsula. Crimean Ta-
tar leaders are banned from 

entering their mother land 
Crimea. Crimean Tatar Na-
tional Parliament is closed. 
There have been attacks on 
mosques, schools and some 
houses by the security forc-
es. There have been reports 
of suspicious disappearance 
or death of people in the pen-
insula. Unfortunately, Mus-
lim Crimean Tatar people 
are not sure of their future 
under these circumstanc-
es. The support of Muslim 
countries to the righteous 
case of Muslim Crimean 
Tatar people should contin-
ue stronger than before. It is 
crucial that the topic should 
be kept on the agenda and 
followed closely. 

Unfortunately, there is no 
improvement in the condi-
tions of Muslim Turkish mi-
nority in Greece; there are 
even new breaches. Against 
the existing bilateral and 
international agreements, 
Greece continues to prevent 
Muslim Turkish minorities 
from using their religious 
freedom and other minority 

It is crucial for 
us to sustain 
our support 
and attention 
to the Muslims 
who are trying 
to defend their 
identities and 
religious practices 
under prejudice, 
intolerance, 
discrimination, 
and cruelty. 
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rights. The regulation ac-
cepted in 2013 known as 
“240 Imams” is a striking 
example of that policy. It is 
important to keep the vic-
timization of the Turkish 
Muslim minority in Greece 
on the agenda of OIC Parlia-
mentary Union. 

Turkey continuous its 
devotion to find a perma-
nent and comprehensive 
political resolution to the 
problem, which had been 
ongoing for 50 years, in 
Cyprus based upon the idea 
that two nations on the is-
land are the main founders, 
both are equal owners of 
the land, and they are polit-
ically equal. Turkey desires 
that peace will be reached 
on the island as soon as pos-
sible. We keep supporting 
any good natured approach 
and the works of UN on 
this issue. Turkish Cyprus, 
with the continuous support 
of Turkey, shows the polit-
ical willpower to complete 
the negotiations as soon as 
possible. However, it is not 

possible to reach a resolu-
tion only with the efforts of 
the Turkish Cyprus. Greek 
side should show sincere ef-
forts for a resolution as well. 

Natural resources in East 
Mediterranean and the proj-
ect of carrying water from 
Turkey to the island should 
be considered as encourag-
ing elements for the resolu-
tion. Managing the resourc-
es in East Mediterranean in 
a way that protects the rights 
of both sides can be a good 
sincere step of a partnership. 
It is expected that the sup-
port of the Muslim countries 
will continue strongly on 
the righteous case of Cyprus 
Turks until a resolution is 
reached. 

Conclusion

Islam is the religion of the 
ones who are on the middle 
way, moderate, away from 
lavish, failing, discrimina-
tion and provocation and 
all the extremism. All ef-
forts to relate Islam to ter-
rorism should be rejected 
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categorically. Such efforts 
to relate Islam to terrorism 
are the efforts of imperial-
ist, orientalist, fanatic and 
racist brains’ scenarios. It is 
a shame to talk about the se-
curity rights of Israel while 
avoiding to condemn the ac-
tions of Israel killing more 
than two thousand people 
most of whom are women 
and children when turning 
Gaza into a prison. 

After all, we need to put 
ourselves together and re-
organize our social and per-
sonal lives as Muslims again 
by paying attention to edu-
cation, health, justice, secu-
rity, women and children. 
We need to clean up our own 
houses first. It is vital that 
we need to be in cooperation 
with ourselves and the world 
to define our problems and 
reach moderns standards on 
such issues as literacy, wom-
en and children’s health, sci-
entific research and papers, 
new technology, justice of 
punishment, fight against 
crime and crime against 
women.

Sectarianism and deny-
ing others’ religions are the 
marks of some irrational 
minds’ leftovers and those 
should be left in the history. 
Groups like ISIS and Al-Qa-
ida feed from such minds. 
Killing of 130 students in an 
attack to a school in Pesha-
war hurt us deeply, and put 
us in shame and shock on the 
name of Islamic world. The 
bloody murders of Al-Qaida 
and ISIS have no place in the 
teachings of Islam; on the 
contrary they totally contra-
dict with Islam. Of course, 
acts of violence do not only 
occur in the world of Islam. 
Terror and violence are not 
related to any religion or 
identity; they are the results 
of political, social and eco-
nomical issues. 

There are great contri-
butions that can be made by 
the parliaments of Muslim 
countries in the national and 
international scale to estab-
lish peace, justice, stability 
and security. We can succeed 
in not only dealing with ille-
gitimate, unjust and hostile 

The support and 
contributions of 
Islamic nations, 
provided that 
they are in 
coordination 
and cooperation, 
will be vital to 
overcome these 
problems.
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approaches to Islam and Islam-
ic world, primarily the Palestin-
ian Question, but also finding 
and solving our own social and 
economic issues. The support 

and contributions of Islamic na-
tions, provided that they are in 
coordination and cooperation, 
will be vital to overcome these 
problems.


