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Tarihce

1990’larin basinda Tiirkiye'de eksikligi her zamankinden daha fazla hissedilmeye baslayan Or-
tadogu arastirmalart konusunda kamuoyunun ve dis politika cevrelerinin ihtiyaclarina yamt
verebilmek amacwyla, 30 Mayis 2002’de Irak Arastirmalar Enstitiisii kurulmustur. 19 Mart
2004’te Enstitii'niin calisma sahasi genisletilerek adi Global Strateji Enstitiisii olarak degistiril-
mistir. 1 Kastm 2008’de Ortadogu Stratejik Arastrmalar Merkezi (ORSAM) adim alarak kap-
samh bir yeniden yapilanma siireci geciren kurum, calismalarim Ortadogu ozelinde yogunlas-
tirmistir. ORSAM, Tiirkmeneli Isbirligi ve Kiiltiir Vakfi'na bagh bir kurulustur.

Ortadogu’ya Bakis

Ortadogu’nun i¢ ice gecmis bircok sorunu barindirdigh bir gercektir. Ancak, ne Ortadogu ne de
halklar, olumsuzluklarla 6zdeslestirilmis bir imaja mahkiim edilmemelidir. Ortadogu tilkeleri,
halklarindan aldiklar giicle ve i¢c dinamiklerini seferber ederek bariscil bir kalkinma seferber-
ligi baslatacak potansiyele sahiptir. Bolge halklarimin bir arada yasama iradesine, devletlerin
egemenlik haklarina, bireylerin temel hak ve hiirriyetlerine saygi, gerek iilkeler arasinda gerek
ulusal olcekte kalict barisin ve huzurun temin edilmesinin 6n sartdir. Ortadogu’daki sorunla-
rin kavranmasinda adil ve gercekci ¢oziimler tizerinde durulmasi, uzlasmact inisiyatifleri ce-
saretlendirecektir. Sozkonusu cercevede, Tiirkiye, yakin cevresinde bolgesel istikrar ve refahin
kok salmast icin yapict katkilarim siirdiirmelidir. Cephelesen eksenlere dahil olmadan, taraflar
arasinda diyalogun tesisini kolaylastirmaya devam etmesi, tutarh ve uzlastirict politikalariyla
sagladigr uluslararasi destegi en etkili bicimde degerlendirebilmesi, bolge devletlerinin ve halk-
larvmin ortak menfaatidir.

Bir Diisiince Kurulusu Olarak ORSAM’1in Calismalar1

ORSAM, Ortadogu algilamasmna uygun olarak, uluslararas: politika konularimin daha saglhkh
kavranmas: ve uygun pozisyonlarin alinabilmesi amaciwyla, kamuoyunu ve karar alma mekaniz-
malarina aydinlatici bilgiler sunar. Farklh hareket secenekleri iceren fikirler iiretir. Etkin ¢oziim
onerileri olusturabilmek icin farkh disiplinlerden gelen, alanminda yetkin arastirmacilarin ve en-
telektiiellerin nitelikli calismalarin tesvik eder. ORSAM, bélgesel gelismeleri ve trendlerti titizlikle
irdeleyerek ilgililere ulastirabilen giiclii bir yayim kapasitesine sahiptir. ORSAM; web sitesiyle,
aylik Ortadogu Analiz ve alt ayhk Ortadogu Etiitleri dergileriyle, analizleriyle, raporlariyla ve
kitaplarwyla, ulusal ve uluslararast élcekte Ortadogu literatiiriiniin gelisimini desteklemektedir.
Boélge iilkelerinden devlet adamlarimin, biirokratlarin, akademisyenlerin, stratejistlerin, gazete-
cilerin, isadamlarimin ve STK temsilcilerinin Tiirkiye'de konuk edilmesini kolaylastirarak, bilgi
ve diisiincelerin gerek Tiirkiye gerek diinya kamuoyuyla paylasilmasim saglamaktadir.
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Tuzhurmatu Tarkmenleri:
BIR BASARI HKAYES|

Ozet

Cografi konumu itibariyla Araplar ile Kiirtler arasinda bir ¢esit tampon goren Tuzhurmatu, hem
cografyas: hem de demografik yapisi a¢isindan Irak’ta Tiirkmenlerin en 6nemli yerlesim yerlerinden
birisidir. Ayn1 zamanda isgalden sonra Irak’taki Tiirkmen hareketinin en basarili oldugu yerlerden
birisi olan Tuzhurmatu bu basarisini son vilayet meclisi secimlerinde de kanitlamistir. Kerkiik ile
Diyala Tirkmenleri arasinda bir gecis ve baglanti noktasidir. Tuzhurmatu ayni zamanda hem siyasi
durumu ve Tiirkmen varligiyla Kerkiik icin bir destek olusturmaktadir. Bu nedenle, Irak’ta yasayan
Tirkmenler i¢in uzun yillardir en 6nemli bolgelerden birisi olagelmistir.

Bagdat’in kuzeyindeki Selahattin vilayetine bagl olan Tuzhurmatu, bu vilayetin ikinci biiyiik ilgesi-
dir. Tuzhurmatu, bélgenin ¢ogunda oldugu gibi asil olarak topraga bagl tiretim iliskilerine sahiptir.
Bu nedenle, temel orgiitlenme bicimi asirettir. Niifus, ¢cok hizli artmaktadir. Niifusu 2003 yilindaki
isgalden 6nce 128.000 olan Tuzhurmatu'nun niifusu simdiler 190.000°e ¢ikmistir. Bu durum isgalden
sonra niifusun alt1 yilda %50 arttigin1 gostermektedir. Tuzhurmatu'ndaki Tiirkmenler arasinda mer-
kezde yasayanlarin biiyiik cogunlugu Sii iken koylerde yasayan Tiirkmenlerde cogunlugun Stinni'dir.
Ancak, Tirkmenler hi¢bir mezhepsel ayrim olmadan bir arada, bariscil ve isbirligi icinde yasamak-
tadir. Tuzhurmatu'na bagli bazi koylerde Tiirkmenler arasinda mezhepsel ayrimcilik sokulmaya ca-
lisilmasina ragmen, halk bunu kabul etmemis ve bu ¢abalar1 durdurmustur. Tuzhurmatu’da yagayan
Tiirkmenlerin ¢ogu Bayat asiretinin kollaridir. Tuzhurmatu’'nun sosyal dokusunun en 6nemli yansi-
malarindan birisi siyasi alanda olmustur. Tiirkmenlerin eski rejim déneminde sistem dis1 kaldiklar:
icin erken politize olduklar: ve Irak genelindeki Sii siyasi hareketler icinde 6nemli yerlere geldikleri
goriilmektedir.

flgedeki siyasi yapinin ise iizerinde hassasiyetle durulmasi gerekmektedir. 31 Ocak 2009 secimin-
de Selahattin vilayetinde 2 sandalye kazanan ITC, Irak genelindeki belki de en 6nemli basarisini
Tuzhurmatu'da yasamistir. Toplam se¢men sayisinin 90.000 oldugu ilgede katilim ¢ok yiiksek olma-
masina ragmen I'TC’nin 20.000 civarinda oy aldig1 goriilmektedir. Bu durum aslinda Tiirkmen oylari-
nin 6nemli bir kismini ITC'nin aldigimi gostermektedir. ITC'nin diger bolgelerdeki se¢cim sonuglari-
na bakildiginda oransal olarak en basarili sonucun bu bélgede alindig1 séylenebilir. Ozellikle, vilayet
meclisinin belirlenmesi kriterleri ve Stinni Araplarin se¢cime katiliminin degismesi gibi iki ¢ok 6nemli
etken dikkate alindiginda Tuzhurmatu'daki durumun bir basar1 oldugunu teslim etmek gerekmekte-
dir.

WWW.orsam.org.tr
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Giris

RSAM (Ortadogu Stratejik Arastir-
Omalar Merkezi) tarafindan Irak’ta

Tiirkmenlerin yasadig1 bolgelerdeki
saha calismalar1 devam ettirilmektedir. Mart
2009 tarihinde Telafer'de yiiriitiilen saha c¢alis-
masindan sonra 30 Mayis-02 Haziran tarihleri
arasinda Selahattin vilayetine bagh olan Tuz-
hurmatu ilcesinde Tiirkmenlerin yasadig1 bol-
gelerde ayrintili bir saha ¢alismasi yapilmistir.
Saha calismasi boyunca Tiirkmenlerin yogun
olarak yasadig1 yerler ziyaret edilmis; ziyaret
edilen ilce, nahiye ve koylerde asiret reisle-
ri, yorenin 6nde gelenleri, ITC (Irak Tirkmen
Cephesi) sorumlular1 ve yerel hakla gortisme-
lerde bulunulmustur. Bu calisma sonucunda
Tuzhurmatu’ndaki durumu ortaya koymayi he-
defleyen bu ¢alisma ortaya ¢ikmistir. Calisma-
da 6nce Tuzhurmatu hakkinda genel bir bilgi
verilecek, daha sonra Tuzhurmatu’'ndaki Tiirk-
menlerin durumu ve sorunlarinin ¢éziilmesi
icin baz1 Oneriler ele alinacaktur.

Tuzhurmatwnun Stratejik Onemi

1. Cografi konumu itibarryla Araplar ile Kiirtler
arasinda bir gesit tampon gorevi gormektedir.
Kiirtler acisindan Siinni Araplarin 6nemli mer-
kezlerinden birisi olan Tikrite kuzeyden inen
yolu kontrol eden ileri bir karakol gibidir.

2. Irak’in kuzeyindeki bolgesel yonetimin 2002
yilinda hazirlamis oldugu taslak anayasa icin-
de adi1 gecen ve Kiirtlerin genisleme sahasi
icinde bulunan bir bolgedir. Bu nedenle, BM
Raporunda tartismali bolgeler kapsaminda
degerlendirilmistir. Ayrica, kuzeydeki bolgesel
yonetimin hazirladigi son anayasa taslaginda
da bolgesel yonetim sinirlari iginde kalmasi 6n-
gorilmistiir.

3. Irak Kiirtlerinin halen kontrol ettigi 3 vilaye-
tin disinda olusabilecek dordiincii bir vilayetin
kurulabilmesi icin en stratejik noktalardan bi-
risidir. Kerkik'i kuzeydeki bolgesel yonetimin
sinirlarina dahil edemeyen Kiirt gruplarin hem
kendi iclerinde dengeyi saglayabilmek hem de
genisleyebilmek icin yeni vilayetler olustur-

mak istedikleri bilinmektedir. Bu vilayetler iki
sekilde olusturulmak istenmektedir. Birincisi,
mevcut vilayetlerin idari sinirlarinin degistiri-
lerek bazi ilgelerin bir bagka vilayete baglamasi
seklinde olabilecektir. (Ornegin Musul'un ku-
zeyindeki bazi ilceleri bu vilayetten koparta-
rak Duhok ve Erbil'e baglamak gibi) Ikincisi ise
farkli vilayetlerin sinirlari icinde bulunan yerle-
simlerin bu vilayetlerden ayrilarak birkag ilce-
nin biraraya getirilmesiyle yeni bir vilayet yara-
tilmasi yoluyla olabilecektir. Bu baglamda Irak-
i Kirtlerin haritalarinda siirekli gosterdikleri
gibi Hanekin’e uzanan hatt1 kontrol etmesinde
Tuzhurmatu ¢ok 6nemli bir yer tutmaktadir.
Tuzhurmatu, Hanekin, Kifri ve Diyala'nin ku-
zeyindeki bazi yerlesim birimlerinden olusan
yeni bir vilayetin kurulmas: diistincesi Kiirtler
arasinda yeni degildir. Bu nedenle hem cograf-
yas1 hem de demografik yapisi agisindan Tuz-
hurmatu olas1 yeni bir Kiirt vilayeti icin bityiik
bir 6nem tagimaktadir.

4. Tuzhurmatu, Irak’ta Tirkmenlerin basarili
oldugu yerlerden birisidir. Tuzhurmatu’nun bu
basarisi bolgedeki diger Tiirkmenlere ve Tiirk-
men hareketinin kendisine bir 6nem katmak-
tadir.

5. Tuzhurmatu, Kerkiik ile Diyala Tiirkmenleri
arasinda bir gecis ve baglanti noktasidir. Tuz-
hurmatu kaybedilirse Tiirkmenlerin Diyala’yla
zaten zayif baglar1 biyiik dl¢iide kopabilecek-
tir. Tuzhurmatu hem siyasi durumu ve Tiirk-
men varhgiyla Kerkiik icin bir destek olustur-
maktadir. Tuzhurmatu'nun Kerkiik'le birlesti-
rilmesi ¢abalar1 da bulunmaktadir. Gegmiste
Kerkikiin bir parcast olan ve Saddam Hiise-
yin doneminde Selahaddin’e baglanan bu ilce
Kerkiik'le birlestirilmesi ¢abasi yoniinden de
son derece onemlidir.

6. Tuzhurmatu'nun ilge merkezinin dogusunda
kalan tepelik bolgede Saddam Hiiseyin rejimi
sirasinda Irak hiikiimeti tarafindan kesfedilip,
rezerv olarak tutulmak tizere kapatilan bir mik-
tar petrol bulunmaktadir. Ancak bu petroliin
miktar1 ve kalitesine iligkin bilgiler heniiz net
degildir.

WWW.0orsam.org.tr
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Idari Yap:

Tuzhurmatu, Bagdatin kuzeyindeki Selahat-
tin vilayetine baghdir. Selahattin vilayetine
bagl Beyci, Tikrit, Balad, Dor, Sirgat, Duceyl,
Samarra ve Tuzhurmatu olmak tizere 8 ilce
bulunmaktadir. Tuzhurmatu, toplam niifusu
1.200.000 olan vilayetin ikinci biiyiik ilcesidir.
(En biiytik ilge 2005 sonunda Irak’ta Stinni-Sii
catismasinin baglamasina neden olan bombala-
ma olayinin yasandig1 Samarra'dir. Selahattin’in
merkezi olan Tikrit'in niifusu ise 120.000'dir.)
Tuzhurmatu, merkez, ilce merkezine bagh g
nahiye (Amirli, Stileymanbey ve Navculu) ile
merkeze ve nahiyelere bagli koylerden olus-
maktadir.

Sosyal Yapi

Tuzhurmatu, bolgenin ¢ogunda oldugu gibi
asil olarak topraga baglh iiretim iligkilerine sa-
hiptir. Bu nedenle, temel orgiitlenme bigimi
asirettir. Tuzhurmatu'daki asiret yapisi Tiirk-
men, Arap ve Kiirtlerde aynidir. Merkezde
bazi ailelerin kentlilesmis oldugu goriilmesine
ragmen koylerin merkeze yakinligi nedeniy-
le baglar1 kopmamustir. Niifus, ¢ok hizli art-
maktadir. Nifusu 2003 yilindaki isgalden 6nce
128.000 olan Tuzhurmatu’nun niifusu simdiler
190.000%e ¢ikmistir. Bu durum isgalden sonra
niifusun alt1 yilda %50 arttigini géstermektedir.
Tuzhurmatu'nda yasayan Tiirkmenlerin mer-
kez, nahiyeler ve kdyler dahil 75.000 civarinda-
dir.

flgedeki dini yapiya iliskin ise sunlar séylenebi-
lir: flcedeki Araplarin cogu ve Kiirtlerin ise ta-
mami Siinni'dir. Tirkmenlerin ise ¢cogu Siidir.
Tirkmenler arasinda merkezde yasayanlarin
biiyiik ¢ogunlugu Sii iken koylerde yasayan
Tiirkmenlerde ¢ogunlugun Siinni oldugu go-
rilmistiir. Ancak, Tiirkmenler hi¢cbir mezhep-
sel ayrim olmadan bir arada, bariscil ve igbirligi
icinde yasamaktadir. Tuzhurmatu’na bagh bazi
koylerde Tirkmenler arasinda mezhepsel ay-
rimcilik sokulmaya calisilmasina ragmen, halk
bunu kabul etmemis ve bu cabalar1 durdur-
mustur.

Tuzhurmatu'da yasayan Tirkmenlerin ¢ogu

Bayat asiretinin kollaridir. Hatta, Tuzhurmatu
icin Irak’ta Bayat asiretinin merkezidir deni-
lebilir. Tuzhurmatu’nun demografik yapisinin
en onemli Ozelliklerinden birisi niifusun c¢ok
hizli degisim gecirmesidir. Bu degisimin ne-
deni go¢ olmasina ragmen hizli degisimin tek
sonucu ilcedeki etnik ve mezhepsel dagilim
tizerinde gozlemlenmemektedir. Bu degisimin
ekonomik alana yansimasi ozellikle kira geliri,
memurluk ve ciftcilikle gecinen Tiirkmenler
tizerinde olumsuz etki yaratmaktadir. Tiirk-
menlerin 6zellikle ilce merkezindeki pek c¢ok
topraklarina el konulmaya devam edilmektedir.
Kiirt gruplarinin emniyet ve ordudaki rolleriy-
le pekisen bu uygulama Tiirkmenler i¢in hayati
daha da zorlastirmaktadir.

Tuzhurmatu'nun sosyal dokusunun en 6nemli
yansimalarindan birisi siyasi alanda olmustur.
Tirkmenlerin eski rejim doneminde sistem dis1
kaldiklar icin erken politize olduklar1 ve Irak
genelindeki Sii siyasi hareketler icinde 6nemli
yerlere geldikleri goriilmektedir.

Tuzhurmatu'daki gezimizde en dikkat ceki-
ci unsurlardan birisi 6zellikle biiyiik yerlesim
yerlerindeki Tiirkmenlerin bir kisminin Arap-
lagsmis olmasidir. Bunlardan bir kismi ITC’ye
secim sirasinda destek vermesine ragmen
kendilerinin Tiirkmen olduklarini kabul et-
memektedirler. Bunun en drneklerinden birisi
Dombalandere’dir. Bu kéy vilayet meclisi seci-
mi sirasinda ITC’ye destek vermesine ragmen
koy ahalisinin 6nemli bir kismi kendisini Arap
olarak tanmimlamaktadir. Benzer bir durum,
baz1 asiretlerde de bulunmaktadir. Baz1 Tirk-
men agiretlerinin bazi kollar1 asiret reisi ve
asiretin ¢cogu Tiirkmen olmasina ragmen ken-
disini Arap saymaya baslamistir. Bu durum,
oniimiizdeki niifus sayimu stirecinde Tiirkmen-
lerin sikintilarla karsilasmasina ve sayilarinin
oldugundan daha az ¢ikmasina neden olabilir.

Irak’in en 6nemli giindem maddelerinden biri-
si niifus sayimidir. Bu nedenle Tuzhurmatu'da
da bu heyecan goriilmektedir. Ziyaret ettigimiz
yerlerde en 6nemli mesele olarak tartisilan sa-
yim konusu, bazi yerlerde maalesef bir pazarlik

WWW.orsam.org.tr
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aracina ¢evrilmistir. Irak’ta hangi etnik gruptan
olursa olsun insanlar, sayimda kendilerini bir
etnik gruba yazdirmak i¢in yardim ve ayricalik
beklemektedir. Bunun en temel nedeni yillar-
dir ihmal edilmis bolgelerde yasayan ve isgal
sonrasinda giivenlik sorunuyla da kars: karsiya
kalan halkin kendisini savunma istegidir. Bazi
kisiler Tirkmen olmalar1 nedeniyle ozellikle
bask altina alindiklarini ve en temel haklarini
bile kullanamadiklarini diisiinmektedirler. Bu
distince ¢ok da haksiz degildir. Bu nedenle ayni
sec¢im siirecinde oldugu gibi Irak’ta siyasi siireg
biiyiik 6l¢tide maas baglama, atama yapma, yar-
dimlar ve hizmetler gibi faaliyetler {izerinden
yurtimektedir. Irak’in geneli icin gecerli olan
bu durum, Tuzhurmatu'nda da yer yer goriil-
mektedir. Fakat, bu tiim gruplara ve gruplarin
icindeki tiim bireylere yansitilabilecek bir olgu
degildir. Ornegin, Tuzhurmatu'ndaki Karanaz
koyii tiim sikintilarina ve karsilastigi giicliiklere
ragmen Tirkmen olmakla gurur duymakta ve
dedelerinin Osmanliya hizmet ettigini ayrinti-
lariyla anlatarak bu tarihsel bag1 bugiine kadar
tasimaktadir.

Tuzhurmatu’da Yasayan Tiirkmenlerin
Cogunlukta Oldugu Belli Bash Yerler ve
Sosyal Yapilar

Tuzhurmatu Merkez: Tuzhurmatu merkezi,
toplam niifusun ticte birinden fazlasini olus-
turmaktadir. Merkeze bagl ii¢ nahiyeden bi-
risinin (Navculu) sadece kagit iistiinde kaldigi
bu nahiyeye baglh koylerde yasayanlarin koyle-
rini terkederek merkeze yerlestigi sdylenebilir.
Bu nahiyenin biiyiik 6lciide Kiirt koylerinden
olustugu, bu nedenle merkeze gocedenlerin de
Kiirtler oldugunun altin1 ¢izmek gerekmekte-
dir.

Tuzhurmatu merkezde Tiirkmenlerin yasa-
diklar1 mahalleler, Mustafa Aga Mah., Aksu
Mah., Molla Sefer Mah., Orta Mah. ve Cakka-
la Mahdir. Diger bazi yerlerde de Tiirkmenler
yasamasina ragmen anilan yerlerde niifusun
onemli kismini Tiirkmenler olusturmaktadir.

Yengice Koyii: Tuzhurmatu’ya baglh en biiyiik

koylerden birisidir. Niifusu 14.000 civarindadir.
Yengice, tamami Tiirkge konusan bir yerlesim
yeridir. Ancak bagka bolgelerde goriilen Arap-
lasma burada da goze carpmaktadir. Telafer ve
Diyalada rastlandig1 gibi Stinni Tiirkmenler
arasinda kendisini Arap olarak tanimlayanla-
rin sayisi bu kdyde de azimsanamayacak kadar
buyiiktir. Koyiin tamami Tiirk¢e konusmasina
ragmen en az %20’si kendisini Arap olarak ta-
nimlamaktadir. Yengice'de 20 civarinda 6nemli
asiret bulunmaktadir. Ancak en biiyiikk ve en
onemli asiret Ihtiyarli asiretidir. Neredeyse
niifusun yarisini olustururlar. Cogu Bayat asi-
retleri kokenli olan Yengice asiretleri arasinda
diger 6nemli asiretlerden bazilar1 ise Harmanl
ve Hamdani'dir. Tarim ile gecinen kdyde bazi
oldiirme olaylar1 sonucunda Siinni-$ii ayrimi
yaratilmaya c¢alisilmis. Bunun sonucunda 135
Sii, 25 Stinni aile koyii terk etmistir. Ancak
sonradan koytin ileri gelenlerinin gayretiyle bu
olaylar durdurulmustur.

ITC’ye buyiik 6lgtide destek veren Yengice'nin
en 6nemli sorunu giivenlik, issizlik ve sudur. 1
yil oncesine kadar polis merkezi olmayan bu
biiyiik koyde giivenlik hala tam olarak oturmus
degildir. Ayrica, issizlik orani c¢ok yiiksektir.
Devletten atama bekleyen c¢ok sayida Tiirkmen
bulunmaktadir. 1 Ortaokul, 2 ilkokul ve 1 saglik
ocag1 bulunan koyde susuzluk biiyiik bir sorun-
dur. Su anda koyde 1 su kuyusu bulunmaktadir.
Ancak bu kuyu yeterli gelmediginden yeni ku-
yuya ihtiya¢ duyulmaktadir.

Abbut Koyii: Amirli nahiyesine bagli olan
Abbut Koyi'niin niifusu 1800-2000 civarin-
dadir. Bu rakamin 200 kadar1 Arap geri kalani
Tirkmen'dir. Arpa ve bugdayin yani sira bahce-
cilik de yapilan kdy, Tuzhurmatu merkezden 25
km. uzaklikta ve yolda epeyce uzak bir alanda
kurulmustur. Bu nedenle, isgal bu koye pek ug-
ramamis gibi durmaktadir. Insanlar normal ya-
samlarina devam etmektedir. Giivenlik sorunu
bulunmayan kdyden ¢ok sayida okumus insan
cikmaktadir. Hatta ¢evre koylerden bu koydeki
okula 6grenci gelmektedir. Ayrica politik bi-
lincin yiiksek oldugu bir yerlesim yeri oldugu
da soOylenebilir. Clinkii, secim merkezi uzakta
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olmasina ragmen 5 km. uzakliga oy vermeye
gitmisler. Bu koye isgalden sonra disaridan gog
ozendirilmis; ancak yerlesim yerinin uzak ol-
masi ve niifusun homojenligi disaridan gelen-
lerin tutunamamasina neden olmustur.

Cardakli Koyii: Cardakli Koyi'ntin niifusu
1400 civarindadir. Kuyu suyuyla sulama yapi-
lan bu koyde arpa ve bugday ekilmektedir. Gii-
venlik durumunun ¢ok iyi oldugu koyde Tiirk-
e egitimin de verildigi 2 okul ve saglik ocagi
bulunmakta; ancak doktor ¢alismamaktadir.
Koydeki Tiirkmenlerin hepsi kendisini Tiirk-
men olarak gormekte Arap oldugu iddia eden
bulunmamaktadir.

Bastamli Koyii: Tamamu Tiirkce konusan bii-
yik koylerden birisi olan Bastamlrnin niifu-
su 5300 civarindadir. 1955 yilinda kurulan bir
koy sandig1 sayesinde koyiin ¢ocuklarini oku-
tan Bastamli'dan egitimli insanlar ¢ikmaktadir.
Halkin hizmet beklentisi ¢ok biiyiik boyutlara
ulagmis durumdadur.

Hasadarli Koyii: Niifusu 3500 civarinda olan
koytin 6nemli bir kismi Tiurkmendir. Ayrica
Kiirtler de yasamaktadir. Eski Ingilizce belge-
lerde adi1 Kelevent koyii olarak gecen Hasadarli
koytindeki en 6nemli asiretler Bayraktar, Kaya-
li, Maasli, Kirmizili, Fethili, Subatli, Muhsinli,
Keleventlidir. Bu kéyde de saglik merkezi ve
doktor bulunmamakta; susuzluk sorunu 6nem-
li boyutlara ulagsmaktadur.

Kokiiz Koyii: Niifusu 1000'den az olan koyde
biiyiik cogunlugu Tiirkmenler olusturmaktadir.
Muratlilar, Vandeviler, Aliyeliler gibi asiretlerin
yani sira kendilerini Arap olarak tanimlayan ve
Tiirkge konusan bir asiret olan Acemliler yasa-
maktadir.

Amirli/Emirli Nahiyesi: Tuzhurmatunun
nahiyelerinden birisi olan Amirli (ya da Emir-
li) 16000 kisilik bir niifusa sahiptir. Amirli'de
Tiirkmenlerin yanisira az da olsa Kiirt ve Arap
da yasamaktadir. 2007 yilindaki biiyiik saldiri-
dan sonra Tiirkiye’nin bolgeye yardim gonder-

mesi ve yaralilarla ilgilenmesi bolgede memnu-
niyetle karsilanmistir.

Biravcili Koyii: Nifusu 2000 civarinda olan
Biravcili Koyi'niin tamamui Tirkge konusmak-
tadir. Sulama sorunu olmayan kéyde giivenlik
durumu da iyidir. Biravcili asireti biiyiik asiret-
lerden birisidir. Bagka koylerde de kollar1 bu-
lunmaktadir.

Karanaz Koyii: Tuzhurmatunun Amirli na-
hiyesine bagh kiiciik koylerden birisi olan
Karanaz'da 750 kisi yasamaktadir. Tirkge egi-
timi olan bir okula sahip olan koyde Tiirkliik ve
Tiirkmenlik bilincinin son derece gii¢lii oldugu
gozlemlenmistir. Dedelerinden kalan yazilari
ve bazi eski Osmanli belgelerini yore sakinle-
ri gururla gostermektedirler. Bu koyde saglik
ocagl bulunmamaktadir. Hastalar Tuzhurma-
tu merkeze gitmektedir. Kéyde 4 kuyu bulun-
masina ragmen su ¢ok yetersizdir. Bu nedenle
koyliler hayvanlarini bile satmiglardir. Koyiin
tamami1 bir asiretten olusmaktadir. Giivenlik
konusunda bir sikint1 yasanmamistir. Karanaz
agiretinin Kerkiik merkez, Tavuk, Musul, Fellu-
ce, Kut, Bagdat, Hille, Tazehurmatu, Karatepe
ve Kifri'ye yayilmis toplam 7000 iiyesi oldugu
soylenmektedir.

Ekonomik Yapi

Tuzhurmatu'da halkin biyiik bir kismi tarim-
la gecinmesine ragmen memuriyet en 6nemli
meslek olarak goriinmektedir. Aslinda tiim
Tiirkmenler arasinda bunun gecerli oldugu soy-
lenebilir. Muhtemelen, devletin kurulusundan
bu yana rejim baskisina karsi dayanabilmek ve
sabit gelire sahip olmak icin memuriyete agir-
lik veren Tirkmenler tiim Irak’a yayilmislardir.
Ancak, bu nedenle ¢ogu da asimile olmuslardir.
Memuriyete verilen 6nem o kadar biyiiktiir ki;
ambargo zamaninda memur maaslar: 2 dolar
civarindayken tiim devlet memurlari islerini bi-
rakmalarina ragmen Tiirkmenler devam etmis-
lerdir. Irak’ta yeni rejimin kurulmasiyla birlikte
memur maaslar: iyilesmistir. Bugiin ortalama
bir memurun maast 500 dolar olmustur. Tirk-
menlerin memuriyeti birakmamalar1 sonucun-
da hala devlet dairelerinde ¢ok sayida Tiirkmen
memur bulmak mimkiindiir.
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Tuzhurmatu'da ciddi bir altyapi sorunu bu-
lunmaktadir. Irak’in geri kalaninda da goriilen
bu sorunun asilabilmesi icin biiyiik yatirim-
lar gerekmektedir. Irak’nin petrol gelirlerine
bagl olarak degisim gosteren biitce azalmak-
tadir. Tuzhurmatu'na merkezden gelen para
Selahattin vilayetinin biit¢cesinden ayrilmak-
tadir. Selahattin’e Irak biitcesinden diisen pay
2006'da 125 2007'de 117, 2008'de 176, 2009°'da
115 milyar dinar olmustur. Bu para iginden
Tuzhurmatu'na gelen para 8 milyar dinardir.
Ancak bu para yogun yolsuzluklar nedeniyle
coktan titkenmistir. Selahattin vilayeti Irak’ta
yolsuzlugun en ¢ok oldugu ikinci vilayettir. Ay-
rica yoksulluk siralamasinda da tiglincii sirada
gelmektedir. Bu nedenle, Bagdat'tan ek biitce
istenmistir. Ilce ekonomisi biiyiik 6l¢iide tarima
baglidir. Genellikle, arpa-bugday ekimi ile bah-
cecilik 6n plana ¢ikmaktadir. Sehirdeki ticari
faaliyetlerin biiyiik bir kismi Kiirtler tarafindan
yuriitilmekte ve kontrol edilmektedir. Bugiin
ticarette kullanilan miilklerin biyiik cogunlugu
Tirkmenlere aittir. Tirkmenler diikkanlarini
Kiirtlere kiralamaktadir. Ayrica, Saddam Hii-
seyin zamanindan bu yana ilcedeki Tiirkmen
miilklerine el konulmustur. Bu el konulan ara-
zilerin tizerine Araplar ve Kiirtler tarafindan ev
ve binalar insa edilerek kullanima agilmistir. Bu
yerlerin durumuna iliskin komisyonlar kurul-
mus olmasina ragmen bu komisyonlarin ¢alis-
malarindan bir sonu¢ alinamamastir.

Giivenlik Durumu

Tuzhurmatu genelde giivenli bir yer olarak ka-
bul edilebilir. Ancak, 6zellikle 2005-2007 yilla-
r1 arasinda ¢ok sayida adam kagirma ve baski
amach siddet olaylar1 yasanmustir. Geceleri
yollar ¢ok giivenli degilse de son aylarda bir
diizelme yasandig1 soylenmektedir. ABD asker-
lerinin bulundugu yer ilce merkezinden uzak,
havaalanina yakindir. Isgalden sonra iki iig
onemli olaya sahne olan Tuzhurmatu'ndaki en
biiyiik saldir1 2007’de Amirlide olan bombali
eylemdir. Ancak, son dénemde Kerkiik’te artan
siddet eylemlerinin Tuzhurmatu'ya sigramasi
da siirpriz olmayacaktir.

flcede giivenligi saglamaktan sorumlu olan

giicler biiyiik olgide pesmerge ve asayis de-
nilen Kiirt gii¢leridir. Polisin i¢inde ise Kiirt,
Arap, Turkmen karigiktir. Son zamanlarda po-
lis giictinde Tiirkmenlerin sayisinda artis var-
dir. Hala ilcedeki en 6nemli silahli gii¢ pesmer-
gedir. Irak ordusunun gelisi kentte durumun
iyilesmesini saglamasina ragmen Kiirtlerin hala
giiclii oldugu ve bu bolgeyi birakmak istemeye-
cegi goriilmektedir.

Siyasi Durum

Tuzhurmatu, Tirkmenlerin en ¢ok politize ol-
dugu yerlerden birisidir. Sadece ITC icinde de-
gil hatta daha fazla ITC disinda faaliyet gosteren
ve Irak’ta basarili olmus pek ¢cok Tuzhurmatu’'lu
siyasetci bulunmaktadir. Halen 1 bakan (Geng-
lik ve Spor Bakani Casim Muhammed) 4 mil-
letvekili (Fevzi Ekrem; Muhammet Mehdi; Ab-
bas Beyatli, Casim Muhammed), 2 miistesar, 10
civarinda genel midiir ve baska ¢ok sayida iist
diizey biirokratin Tuzhurmatu kokenli oldugu
gorilmektedir. Tuzhurmatu'nun siyasette bu
kadar etkili olmasinin en 6nemli nedeni olarak
su soylenebilir: Saddam Hiiseyin doneminde
cok sayida Sii Tiirkmen’in Irak’tan kacgip fran’a
yerlesmesi ve savastan sonra bunlarin geri do-
nerek cogunun Islamc partiler icinde siyasete
baglamalar:1 savas sonrasinda Irak siyasetinde
Siilerin yiikselmesine paralel olarak bu kisilerin
de yiikselmesine neden olmustur.

Ancak, Tuzhurmatw'nun sadece Islamci Sii
Tiirkmenler agisindan 6nemli bir yer oldugunu
soylemek dogru olmayacaktir. Tuzhurmatu’nun
konumu ve mezhepsel yapisi nedeniyle erken
bir donemde siyasallasmaya baslamasi su so-
nuglar1 yaratmistir: 1. Tuzhurmatu'daki Tiirk-
menler erken dénemde politize olmuslar 2. Iyi
orgiitlenme tecriibesi kazanmislar 3. Bir miica-
dele ge¢misine sahip olmuslardir. Baas yoneti-
mi sirasinda Siiligin diglanan bir kimlik olmasi
ve Iran’la es olarak anilmasi Tiirkmenler ara-
sinda ¢ogunlukla iki tiir sonug yaratmistir. Bu
sonuglardan birisi $ii Tiirkmenlerin aydin kesi-
mi arasinda milliyetciligin gelismesidir. Baz1 Sii
Turkmenler, Turkmenci hatta Tirkgii olmuslar;
en azindan Tirkmen kimliklerini korumus, ya-
satmis ve sahip cikmislardir. Ikinci sonug ise
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baz1 Sii Tiirkmenlerin rejim karsit1 Islami hare-
ketlere kaymasi olmustur. Bu nedenle, ¢ok say1-
da Tiirkmen, Dava Partisi ve Irak Islami Yiiksek
Konseyi gibi orgiitlerde gorev almis, uzun yillar
stirgtinde kalmistir. Saddam Hiiseyin rejiminin
devrilmesiyle birlikte Irak’a tekrar donen bu ki-
siler ad1 gecen partilerde 6nemli roller {istlen-
mislerdir. Ancak tiim faktorlere ragmen kiigiik
bir not diistilmesi gerekmektedir. Tuzhurmatu
kuzeyde Kiirt hareketlerinin oldugu yerlere ve
Siilerin Irana yakin olduklari yerlere yakin ol-
dugu icin Saddam Hiiseyin tarafindan 6nem-
senmistir. Bu nedenle, Saddam rejimi tarafin-
dan bu bolgedeki Sii veya Siinni Tiirkmenlerin
Baas partisine katilmasi icin 6zel bir 6nem ve-
rilmistir. Bu dénemde sisteme eklemlenen Sii
ya da Stinni Tiirkmenler kendilerini hala Arap
olarak kabul etmektedirler.

1991 yilindan bu yana Tuzhurmatu'daki siyasal
gelismelere bakildiginda iki temel olay goriil-
mektedir: Bunlardan birincisi, Kirtler ve Tiirk-
menlerin 1991 yilinda ittifak halinde hareket
ederek Tuzhurmatu'da isyan ¢ikarmasi ve bu
isyan sonucunda buradaki Baascilar1 kovma-
sidir. Ortaklasa hareket sonucunda ¢ikan is-
yandan sonra bolge bir siire Bagdat'in kontro-
liinden ¢ikmasina ragmen Irak ordusunun geri
doniisiiyle kontrol kisa silirede saglanmistir.
Tiirkmenler ile Kiirtler arasindaki bu kisa sii-
reli ittifak gelecek icin glivensizlik tohumlar: da
ekmistir. Ciinki, Tirkmenler Kiirtlerin Irak or-
dusunun gelecegi haberini alarak bir gece 6n-
ceden cekilmelerine ragmen kendilerine haber
vermediklerini ve ihanet ettiklerini diisiinmek-
tedirler.

Ikinci énemli olay ise Saddam Hiiseyin'in bél-
geyi kontrol etmesinden sonra yogun bir Arap-
lastirma politikas1 izlemesidir. Bolgedeki bir-
¢ok Tiirkmen'in topragini zorla elinden alarak
Araplara veren Saddam Hiiseyin rejimi sehir-
de baski, korkutma veya 6diillendirme yoluyla
Araplastirma politikasi izlemistir.

Yerel secim sirasindaki tablo Tuzhurmatudaki
yerel siyaset hakkinda 6nemli ipuglar1 vermek-
tedir. Oncelikle, 2005 seciminde ilceyi domine

eden IIYK’nin bu secimde biiyiik gii¢ kaybet-
tigi gorilmistiir. Buna karsilik Siiler arasinda
Dava’'nin yiikselise gectigi tespit edilmistir. Se-
¢im sonuglar1 da bunu dogrulamaktadir. Bu-
nun en 6nemli nedenlerinden birisi Dava’ya
yakin olan Irak Islami Tiirkmen Birligi Bagkani
Abbas Beyatlinin da Tuzhurmatulu olmasidir.
Ancak Bayatl'nin tek basina giicii sinirhdir.
Maliki'nin tilke genelinde giiclenmesi buradaki
giiciinii etkilemistir.

Tuzhurmatu'nun Kiirtler agisindan tablosu
ise ilgingtir. Kiirtler, bu bolgedeki yerel se-
¢imde acikca KYB ya da KDP’li adaylardan
ziyade taninmamis adaylar tercih etmislerdir.
Listenin bagina Emin adli Tuzhurmatulu bir
sahs1 koymuslardir. Geleneksel KDP-KYB ciz-
gisinden farkli olarak Islamcilara yakin olan
bu kisi sayesinde durumu toparlamislardir.
Tuzhurmatu'nda her iki partinin de son yillar-
da giiclenmesine ragmen aslinda yore Kiirtleri
arasinda ¢ok sevildigi soylenemez. Bu bolgenin
en 6nemli Kiirt asireti olan Davudalar ge¢miste
KDP’ye kars1 Bagdat tarafinda yer almislar ve
carpigsmiglardir. Davudalardan sonra gelen en
biiyiik asiret olan Zengeneler de bu iki partiye
sicak bakmamaktadir. Ancak, KDP ve KYB'nin
kuzeydeki bolgelerdeki giiclenmesi buray1 da
etkilemis ve giiclerini artirmalarini saglamistir.

Siyasetteki mevcut duruma ait iki 6nemli sap-
tama yapmak gerekmektedir. 31 Ocak 2009 se-
¢iminde Selahattin vilayetinde 2 sandalye kaza-
nan ITC, Irak genelindeki belki de en 6nemli
basarisint  Tuzhurmatuwda yasamustir. Ilcede
toplam se¢men sayis1 90.000'dir. Se¢ime katilim
yaklasik %50 oraninda olmustur. Tiirkmenlerin
4-5 bini sec¢ime katilmamistir. Buna ragmen
ITC 20.000 civarinda oy almistir. Bu durum
aslinda Tiirkmen oylarinin 6énemli bir kismini
ITCnin aldigimi gostermektedir. ITC’nin diger
bolgelerdeki secim sonuglarina bakildiginda
oransal olarak en basarili sonucun bu bolgede
alindig1 goriilmektedir. Baz1 kesimlerce once-
den Tirkmenlere 7 sandalye verilmesine karsi
simdi 2 sandalye kazanmakla elestirilmelerine
ragmen 2005'de vilayet meclisinin belirlenmesi
kriterleri ve Stinni Araplarin secime katilma-
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mast iki gibi ¢cok 6nemli etken dikkate alindi-
ginda Tuzhurmatu'daki durumun bir basari
oldugunu teslim etmek gerekmektedir. Ayrica,
secim sirasinda yukarida adi gecen dnemli Sii
Tiirkmen siyasetgiler de ITC’ye kars1 kendi par-
tileri lehine faaliyet gostermis ve Tiirkmenlerin
oylar1 boliinmiistiir. Yorenin c¢ikarttigy tinli si-
yasetciler gelip kendi partileri i¢cin oy isteme-
lerine veya secim dncesinde Tuzhurmatu'ndaki
ITC’nin ayn1 zamanda ¢ok giicliic Tuzhurma-
tulu adaylara kars: yaristigini Sii partilerden
aday gosteren ve bizzat bu adaylar: destekleyen
tnli ve etkili Tuzhurmatulu siyasetgilere kar-
s1 bu basarinin kazanilmasi ayrica 6nemlidir.
ITC’nin se¢im basarisinin ona kazandig1 avan-
tajlar dikkate alinirsa sunlar séylenebilir:

Tuzhurmatu'daki ITC yetkilileri 6nemli bir
hareket kabiliyeti kazanmustir: Bu kabiliyetin
bir boyutu fizikseldir. Bilindigi gibi Irak’in bir
yerinden bir baska yerine hareket etmek kolay
degildir. Cogunlukla ayni ilge ve il icinde ha-
reket etmek bile yoldaki giivenlik kontrolleri
tarafindan taciz edilme veya gesitli saldirilara
maruz kalma risklerini tasimaktadir. Oysa, ITC
Selahattin vilayet meclisine iki kisi sokmay1 ba-
sardig1 icin Irak devletinin imkanlarindan ya-
rarlanabilmektedir. Hareket kabiliyetinin asil
o6nemli oldugu alan ise siyasi arenadir. ITC'nin
Tuzhurmatu'daki siyasi hareket alanin artmasi-
nin i¢ boyutu bulunmaktadir: 1. Yerel se¢im-
deki basar1 sayesinde genel secimde Selahat-
tin bolgesinde se¢im ittifaki arayiglarina davet
edilmekte ve milletvekili ¢ikartma olasilig1 bu-
lunmaktadir. Mevcut haliyle degil ITC’nin tiim
Tiirkmenlerin bir araya gelmesiyle Selahattin'de
1 milletvekili ¢ikarmasi matematiksel olarak
imkansiza yakindir. Stinni Araplarin siyaset
sahnesine geri donmesi Selahattin i¢cinde Tiirk-
menleri kiigtik bir azinliga diistirmekte ve ge-
rekli oy barajini asamamasina neden olmakta-
dir. Ancak diger partiler arasindaki anlagsmazlik
her tiirlit oyu 6nemli hale getirmektedir. Bu ne-
denle hem Irak’in toprak biitiinliigii ve Kerkiik
gibi konulardaki yakinlik hem de bolgedeki
Kiirt etkinligini azaltma arayisi yiiziinden siyasi
giindemleri birbirine yakin olan gruplar ITC’yle
secimde isbirligi yaparak daha ¢ok oy ¢ikarmak

istemektedir. Yerel se¢cimin sonucunun bu bag-
lamda ITC’nin Tuzhurmatu ofisine bir hareket
kabiliyeti kazandirdigi sdylenebilir. Hareket
kabiliyeti kavraminin ikinci boyutu siyasette
esneklik ve sahip oldugu giicii artirabilme ola-
nagidir. ITC Tuzhurmatu ofisi Selahattin vila-
yetinde kilit konumlara erismis ve bunu etkin
olarak kullanmaya baslamistir. Hareket kabili-
yetinin artmasinin ti¢lincii boyutu ise Kiirtlerin
hareket sahasinin kisitlanmasidir. Irak merkezi
hiikiimetinin giiclenmesine bagl olarak zaten
azalmaya baslayan Kiirt otoritesi bu bolgede
sona ermis degildir. Ancak vilayet meclisindeki
uygulamalarla kaymakama sorusturma acabil-
mektedirler. Bu durum, sadece kaymakamlik
makamina degil yolsuzluklara karismis tim
makamlara agik oldugundan Kiirtlerin hareket
alanini ve kanunsuz uygulamalarini azaltmaya
katki saglayabilmektedir. Bu baglamda bakildi-
ginda ITCnin Tuzhurmatu'daki ofisinin se¢im-
deki goreli basarini siyasal alana tahvil edebil-
digi kismen de olsa goriilmektedir. Siyasal aci-
dan bakildiginda ise ITC'nin Tuzhurmatu'daki
basarisinin digerleri tizerinde baski yarattigi
farkin biiyiikk olmasinin bu bolgede siyasetten
yarar umanlar arasinda etkili olacagi ve ITC’ye
kayisin belli kosullarda artacagi sdylenebilir.

Tuzhurmatu’ya iliskin Oneriler
Tuzhurmatu'da yapilan ¢alismanin sonunda bu
bolgeye iliskin yapilabilecek oneriler su baslik-
lar altinda toplanabilir:

1. Diger Tirkmen bolgelerindeki hizmet si-
yaset iligkisi burada da gecerlidir. Bu nedenle,
Turkmenlerin yasadig1 bolgelerde kuyu, okul,
park, saglik ocagi ve dinlenme tesisleri gibi
hizmetlerin yapilmasi, verilen sozlerin tutul-
masi1 ve secim-sayim gibi 6zel durumlarin di-
sinda da bu hizmetlerin siirdiiriilmesi yararl
olacaktir. Ozellikle, Tiirkmence konusmalarina
ragmen kendilerini Arap olarak niteleyen ki-
silerin yogunlukta bulunduklar1 boélgelere bu
tiir hizmetlerin gotiiriilmesi sayim sirasinda
bazi gruplarin kendilerini Arap yazdirmalarina
neden olabilir. Tirkmenlerin bir kisminin tam
olarak Araplastiklari s6ylenemez. Ancak gevre-
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sel sartlar nedeniyle korunma ve gikar saglama
gibi saiklerle bazi Tiirkmenlerin Arap oldukla-
rint iddia ettikleri gériilmektedir. Oniimiizde-
ki sayim siirecinin son derece kritik oldugu ve
bir kisinin bile ikna edilmesinin 6nemli oldugu
dikkate alindiginda sayim oncesi hizmetlerin
bir an 6nce artirilmasi yararl olacaktir.

2. Tuzhurmatu'nun stratejik 6nemi ve ilgede
yiritilen aktif siyaset dikkate alindiginda bu
bolgenin kaynaklarinin artirilmasinin gerekti-
gi soylenebilir. Her ne kadar basarili bir poli-
tikayla devlet kaynaklarina erisim baslamis ve
bu sayede Tiirkmenlere saglanan fayda artmis
olsa da yerel diizeyde siyaset yapma biciminin
etkinlestirilmesi icin 6zellikle kadin kollarinin
ve genclik faaliyetlerinin maddi olarak destek-
lenmesi yararli olabilir. Genglerin spor basta
olmak {izere aktivitelere 6zendirilmesi yararl
olacaktir. Tuzhurmatu, Tiurkmen kadininin si-
yasete aktif olarak katildig: yerlerden birisidir.
Bu katiimin daha da 6zendirilmesi ITC’nin
oyunu artiracagl gibi Tirkmenlerin siyasi bi-
lincini de artiracaktir. Tiirkmen genckizlarinin
ve kadinlarinin belli bir diizlemde siyasal alana
dahil edilmesi i¢in 6zel toplantilarin diizenlen-
mesi ve kadinlara o6zel faaliyetlerin artirilmasi
cok 6nemlidir. Ancak hepsinden 6nemli olan
bunun Tirkmenlerin yasadig: tasra bolgelere
de yayilmasidir. Sehirde kadinlar zaten daha
aktiftir. Bireysellesebilmekte ve egitim alabil-
mektedir. Oysa, tasra bolgelerinde sosyalles-
menin yolu kadin faaliyetlerinden ge¢mektedir.
Bu nedenle, kadin faaliyetlerinin artirilmasi
icin bu kollara tahsis edilen biitgenin aktaril-
masi yararli olacaktir.

3. Irakin en 6nemli giindem maddelerinden
biri 2010 Ocak’inda yapilmasi beklenen genel
secimlerdir. Ozellikle niifus sayimi Irak’ta Tiirk-
menlerin varligini ortaya koyacak en 6nemli
olgulardan birisi olacagindan genel secimden
daha onemli goriinmektedir. Tuzhurmatu'da
secime yonelik bir ¢alismanin baglatildig1 goz-
lemlenmistir. Ancak, bu ¢alismanin yiriitile-
bilmesi maddi kosullara baglidir. Bunun igin
sayim Oncesinde kullanilmak iizere 6zel bir

biitge ayrilmasi ve bu biitgeyle sayima iliskin

yapilacak bir calisma yiiriitiilmesi gerekmekte-
dir.

4. Tuzhurmatu'ya Onceki ziyaretler sirasinda
verilen sozlerin ve vaatlerin yerine getirilmesi
yararli olacak, halktaki giiven duygusunu taze-
leyecektir.

5. Irak’in diger bolgelerinde goriilen egitim ye-
tersizligi ve okullarin kotit durumu burada da
gorilmistir. Okul binalarinda iyilestirme, ta-
dilat veya yeni bina yapilmasi Tiirkiye’ye olan
ilginin ve sempatinin artmasini saglayacaktir.
Buna ek olarak Tiirkiye’ye hasta gonderme ta-
lebi bu bolgede de ¢ok yogundur.

6. Irak’ta Tirkmenlerin psikolojik olarak des-
teklenmesinin en 6nemli yollarindan birisinin
Irak Tirkmenleri tizerine bir belgesel hazirla-
nip, sayimdan yeterli bir zaman 6ncesinde hem
Tiirkiye'de hem de Irak’ta gosterilmesi oldugu
disiintilmektedir. Tiirkmenlerin gelenek ve go-
reneklerini isleyen, halktan goriintiiler iceren,
kiictik koylere bile ulasan bir belgesel ekibinin
kisa stirede hazirlayacagi bu belgesel Tiirkmen-
lerin yasam bic¢imlerini, maruz kaldiklar1 bas-
kilar1 ve sikintilary; Irak’taki durum hakkinda-
ki diistincelerini ve Tiirkiye'den beklentilerini
icermesi yararl olacaktur.

7. Kerkiik'te oldugu gibi ozellikle se¢cim On-
cesinde Tuzhurmatu'da Tirkmenlere yo6nelik
korku ve sindirme amach patlama ve saldiri
gibi olaylara kars1 hazirlikli olunmalidir.

8. Tuzhurmatuda ITC'nin aldig1 secim sonu-
cunda ortaya ¢ikan tablo Tiirkmenlerin hangi
diizeyde olursa olsun iktidarda olmasinin 6ne-
mini gostermektedir. Bu nedenle, 6zellikle ge-
nel secim siirecinde Selahattin vilayetinde giic-
lii olan siyasi gruplarla anlasip bu bélgeden bir
Tirkmen milletvekilinin ¢ikarilmasi i¢in se¢cim
ittifaki yapilmasi yararli olacaktir. Tirkmenle-
rin ITC catist altinda secime girmesi halinde
Tuzhurmatu'ndaki biitiin Tiirkmenler ITC’ye
oy verse bile, baska ilgelerde Tirkmen olmadi-
gindan ITCnin bu vilayetten milletvekili ¢ikar-
masi olanaksiz hale gelecektir.
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History

In Turkey, the shortage of research on the Middle East grew more conspicuous than ever during
the early 90’s. The Iraqi Research Institute was established in May 30, 2002 in order to provide
relevant information to the general public and to the foreign policy community.

On March 19, 2004, the institute expanded its research domains and its name was changed to
“The Global Strategy Institute.” The institute then underwent an intensive re-structuring process,
beginning to concentrate exclusively on Middle Eastern, and was renamed the Middle East Stra-
tegic Research Center (ORSAM) on November 01, 2008. ORSAM’s research is sponsored by the
Turkmeneli Cooperation and Culture Foundation.

Outlook on the Middle Eastern World

It is certain that the Middle East harbors a variety of interconnected problems. However, neither
the Middle East nor its people ought to be stigmatized by images with negative connotations. Gi-
ven the strength of their populations, Middle Eastern states possess the potential to activate their
inner dynamics in order to begin peaceful mobilizations for development. Respect for people’s
willingness to live together, respect for the sovereign rights of states and respect for basic human
rights and individual freedoms are the prerequisites for assuring peace and tranquility, both
domestically and internationally. In this context, Turkey must continue to make constructive
contributions to the establishment of regional stability and prosperity in its vicinity.

ORSAM'’s Think-Tank Research

ORSAM, provides the general public and decision-making organizations with enlightening in-
formation about international politics in order to promote a healthier understanding of inter-
national policy issues and to help them to adopt appropriate positions. In order to present effec-
tive solutions, ORSAM supports high quality research by intellectuals and researchers that are
competent in a variety of disciplines. ORSAM'’s strong publishing capacity transmits meticulous
analyses of regional developments and trends to the interested parties. With its web site, its bo-
oks, reports, and periodicals, ORSAM supports the development of Middle Eastern literature on
a national and international scale. ORSAM facilitates the sharing of knowledge and ideas with
the Turkish and international communities by inviting statesmen, bureaucrats, academics, stra-
tegists, businessmen, journalists and NGO representatives to Turkey.
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A SUCCESS STORY

Summary

Tuzhurmatu that constitutes a buffer zone between the Arabs and Kurds due to its location is a signif-
icant Turkmen settlement in terms of demographic and geographic qualities. Tuzhurmatu is one of
the places in Iraq where the Iraqi Turkmen community gained success in the post-occupation period.
Tuzhurmatu consolidated this success in the latest provincial council elections as well. Tuzhurmatu
is a transition point between Kirkuk and the Turkmens of Diyala. It also provides support to Kirkuk
with its political status and Turkmen entity. Therefore, it has been one of the most important districts
for the Iraqi Turkmens throughout the years.

Tuzhurmatu which is the provincial district of Salahaddin, located on the north of Baghdad is the
second largest district of the province. As usual in the region, the relations are based on earthbo-
und production; therefore the mode of organization is merely tribal-structured. The population is
increasing rapidly. Tuzhurmatu’s population which was 128,000 in 2003 before the occupation, inc-
reased up to 190,000 nowadays. This figure shows that the population increased 50% during the six
years after the occupation. The majority of the Turkmen population in Tuzhurmatu city center is of
Shiite origin but the villagers are mostly Sunni. Though there isn’t any sectarian discrimination, the
Turkmens are living in peace and are willing to cooperate. Despite there were some provocations to
evoke sectarian discrimination in some villages, such efforts were ignored by the locals. Majority of
the Turkmens living in Tuzhurmatu are members of the Turkish Bayat branch. Tuzhurmatu’s social
structure had a significant influence on the political arena as well. Turkmen’s who were alienated by
the former regime, were prematurely politicized and participated in the Shiite movements within
Iraq.

There are some facts about politics in the district: ITF who won two seats in Salahaddin in the 31 Ja-
nuary 2009 elections, probably gained its greatest victory in Tuzhurmatu. The number of total voters
in the district was 90,000 and the electoral turnout was 50 %. Still, ITF managed to get 20,000 votes.
This shows that the majority of the Turkmens have voted for ITE. When we take a look at the overall
figures in other regions, we see that, Tuzhurmatu was ITF’s greatest success on proportional basis. In
particular when considering facts such as the canons of provincial committee elections of 2005 and
nonparticipation of Arabs, Tuzhurmatu is a success.
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Introduction

RSAM’s field research in the Turk-

men districts of Iraq continue. After

the field study in Tal Afar from March
2009, another detailed study of Turkmens was
conducted between May 30 and June 02 in the
Tuzhurmatu district of the Salahaddin prov-
ince. Areas with a dense Turkmen population
have been visited, and tribal leaders, promi-
nent figures, ITF representatives and locals of
those districts and villages were interviewed as
part of the field research. This particular study
depicts the overall situation in Tuzhurmatu.
After describing the overall situation, the study
deals with the conditions and main issues of
the Tuzhurmatu Turkmen community and in-
troduces possible solutions.

The Strategic Significance of
Tuzhurmatu

1. Due to its location, Tuzhurmatu constitutes
a buffer zone between the Arabs and Kurds.
For the Kurds, Tuzhurmatu is an outpost for
controlling the main road to Tikrit, an impor-
tant Sunni Arab center.

2. Tuzhurmatu was listed in the Kurdish Re-
gional Government’s (KRG) constitutional
draft of 2002 as a region within the Kurdish
expansion area. Therefore, in the UN’s reports
it is considered one of the “disputed areas” in
Iraq. Tuzhurmatu remained within the Kurdish
expansion area in the latest constitution draft
released by the KRG.

3. Tuzhurmatu’s strategic location makes it very
suitable for a fourth Kurdish province, along
with the three provinces currently under the
KRG. The Kurds, who failed to annex Kirkuk,
need new provinces to achieve and maintain
political balance. There are two ways to create
new provinces: change the administrative bor-
ders of existing provinces and to attach some
of their districts to other provinces. (e.g., de-
taching some districts of northern Mosul and
attaching them to Duhok and Arbil.) The other
way is to detach several settlements in different
provinces and piece them together into a new

province. Tuzhurmatu is also important since
it can be used to control the roads to Hanekin
(as shown on Iraqi Kurdish maps). It is not a re-
cent idea among Kurds to make a new province
out of some settlements in the northern parts
of Tuzhurmatu, Hanekin, Kifri and Diyala.
Tuzhurmatu is a important potential Kurdish
province for its geographic location and demo-
graphic qualities.

4. Tuzhurmatu is one of the places in Iraqg where
the Turkmen community is thriving. Their suc-
cess increases the prestige of the region’s Turk-
mens and the Turkmen movement.

5. Tuzhurmatu is a trade and contact point
for the Turkmens of Diyala and Kirkuk. If
Tuzhurmatu were to fail, the already weak
ties between the Turkmens and Diyala would
be seriousl;y damaged. Tuzhurmatu is a great
support to Kirkuk for its political status and
its Turkmen presence. There are also efforts to
unite and Kirkuk. Tuzhurmatu was previously
part of Kirkuk, and was attached to Salahaddin
by Saddam Hussein. The district is important
because of these efforts toward reunification.

6. The hills on the eastern part of the district
centre contain oil deposits that were surveyed
by the Iraqi Government during the reign of
Saddam Hussein and sealed to be kept as re-
serves. Still there is no reliable information
about the amount and quality of the reserves.

Administrative Structure

Tuzhurmatu is in the province of Salahaddin,
north of Baghdad. The Salahaddin province
consists of 8 districts which are: Beyci, Tikrit,
Dor, Shirgat, Duceyl, Samarra and Tuzhurma-
tu. Tuzhurmatu is the second largest district of
the province with its population of 1,200,000
people. (The largest district, Samarra, wit-
nessed the bombing incident that triggered
Sunni-Shiite conflict in 2005. The central dis-
trict of Salahaddin is Tikrit with a population of
120,000.) Tuzhurmatu has three sub-districts
(Amirli, Stileymanbey and Navculu) and sev-
eral villages.
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Social Structure

Asusual in the region, social relations are based
on agricultural production in Tuzhurmatu.
Therefore the mode of organization is mainly
tribal. The tribal structure in Tuzhurmatu is
the same as the Arabic, Turkmen and Kurdish
structures. Some families in the district center
seem to be urbanized, but their bonds are still
as strong as those to be found in the villages
located close to the center. The population is
increasing rapidly. Tuzhurmatu’s population
was 128,000 before the occupation, and has in-
creased to 190,000. This figure shows that the
population increased 50% during the six years
since the occupation. The number of Turkmens
living in the center, sub-districts and villages of
Tuzhurmatu is approximately 75,000.

The religious structure of the districts is as fol-
lows: while the most of the Arabs and all the
Kurds are Sunni, the majority of the Tuzhur-
matu Turkmen population is Shiite. The major-
ity of Turkmens living in the center are Shiite,
whereas those living in the villages are largely
Sunni. There is no sectarian discrimination.
The Turkmens live in peace and cooperate.
Despite some incidents designed to provoked
sectarian discrimination in some villages, such
efforts were ignored by the locals.

The majority of Tuzhurmatu Turkmens are
members of the Turkish Bayat branch, and
Tuzhurmatu is considered the Iraqi center
of the Bayat branch. One of the qualities of
Tuzhurmatu’s demographic structure is rapid
fluctuations in population. Although migra-
tion stands out as the main source of this rapid
change, its consequences will not only affect
the ethnic and sectarian dispersion of the dis-
trict, but also the economy, with negative ef-
fects on Turkmen communities that earn their
living from rental incomes and agriculture.
Confiscations of Turkmen land still occur, es-
pecially in the district center. Such practices
become more prevalent, and daily life becomes
even more complicated for the Turkmens as
the Kurdish influence in the police forces and
in the army grows stronger.

Tuzhurmatu’s social structure has a significant
influence on the political arena as well. Turk-
men’s who were alienated by the former regime,
were prematurely politicized and participated
in the Shiite movements within Iragq.

The most striking fact revealed by this field
study was the realization that some Turkmens,
especially in the larger settlements, have been
Arabized. Some of them still support the ITF
in elections, but the rest don’t see themselves
as Turkmen. The most distinct example is
Dombalandere Village. This village supported
the ITF in the provincial elections but the ma-
jority of the locals define themselves as Arab.
Similar attitudes are observed among tribes
as well. Some branches of Turkmen tribes see
themselves as Arab, although their leader and
the majority of their tribe are Turkmens. This
may cause problems for Turkmens during the
upcoming census by causing their population
to appear smaller than it actually is.

In Iraq, one of the most popular item on the
agenda is the census. The same enthusiasm was
also seen in Tuzhurmatu. The census was the
main topic of conversation at most of the plac-
es we visited, and has unfortunately become a
matter of negotiation in some areas. No mat-
ter what their ethnical origin is, all people in
Iraq are expecting help and privileges for reg-
istering themselves as a member of specific
ethnic group. The main reason for this is the
peoples (who were disregarded for years and
faced security issues after the occupation) will
to defend themselves. Some believe that they
are subject to oppression and are not able to
enjoy their most basic rights only because they
are Turkmen. This is not an entirely false argu-
ment. That’s why, just like during the election
process, the political process in Iraq is largely
based on putting people on a salary, giving out
jobs and supplying aids and services. This gen-
eral attitude in Iraq is also prevalent in Tuzhur-
matu. But such an attitude cannot be general-
ized to describe all groups and individuals. For
example, despite all the difficulties they face,
the Karanaz village of Tuzhurmatu is proud of
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its Turkish roots, and its people stick to their
historical roots by relating detailed stories
about their ancestors’ loyalty to the Ottomans.

Tuzhurmatu’s Majority Turkmen Villages
and Sub-districts and Their Social Structure
Tuzhurmatu Center: Tuzhurmatu center con-
tains more than one-third of the district’s total
population. One of its sub-districts, Navculy,
seems to remain only on paper now since its
entire population has abandoned the village
and moved to the city center. This sub-district
consists largely of Kurdish villages, and those
who moved to the city center are mainly Kurds.
Mustafa Aga, Aksu, Molla Sefer, Orta and
Cakkala are the Turkmen quarters of Tuzhur-
matu Centrum.

Yengice Village: This is one of the largest vil-
lages of Tuzhurmatu. The population is approx-
imately 14,000. All the villagers speak Turkish
but similar to other districts, Arabization can
be seen here as well. Similar to Talafar and
Diyala here, too, a significant number of Sun-
ni Turkmen define themselves as Arab. There
are about 20 significant tribes in Yengice but
the most prominent one is the Ihtiyarli tribe.
They constitute almost the half of the popula-
tion. Most of the Yengice tribes are of Bayati
origin. Harmanli and Hamdani are the names
of the other two significant tribes. They live on
agriculture. Some incidents of murder have oc-
curred to provoke Sunni-Shiite discrimination
in the village. 135 Shiite and 25 Sunni families
have abandoned the village due to these inci-
dents. The incidents were brought to an end by
the efforts of the prominent figures of the vil-
lage.

Yengice village strongly supports the ITFE. Their
main problems are security issues, unemploy-
ment and drought. This large village didn’t
have a police station until 1 year ago, and sta-
bility doesn’t seem to be provided yet. Unem-
ployment rates remain very high, and a large
number of Turkmens are still waiting for jobs
with the the state. There are two elementary
schools, one secondary school and one village

clinic in the village. Water is the main problem.
There is only one water well in the entire village,
and it is insufficient. New wells are needed.

Abbut Village: The Abbut Village of the Amirli
sub-district has a population of between 1,800
and 2,000 people. 200 of them are Arab and the
rest are Turkmen. Barley and wheat production
and gardening are common in the village, which
is 25 kilometers from the Tuzhurmatu Center.
It is located in a remote area, and therefore was
not subject to the impactsof the occupation.
The people lead normal lives. There are no se-
curity issues in the village. Many villagers are
educated. Students from surrounding villages
come to Abbut for school. Political awareness
is high. Although the village is quite far from
the polling district, people walked 5 km to vote.
Emigration to this village was encouraged af-
ter the occupation but its distant location and
homogeneity made it hard for immigrants to
settle.

Cardakli Village: The village’s population is
roughly 1,400. In the village where barley and
wheat is produced, the irrigation is made by
water provided from wells. Security situation
is very well and there are two schools giving
Turkish education. Altough there is one village
clinic, no doctor is available. All Turkemens in
the village see themselves as Turkmen and no
one claims to be Arab.

Bastamli Village: This is one of the large villag-
es where Turkish is spoken. The population is
about 5,300. The village foundation established
on 1955 helps to educate the children of the vil-
lage. There are well educated people among the
villagers. Peoples’ expectations of basic serv-
ices is increasing.

Hasadarli Village: The village’s population is
approximately 3,500, and Turkmens are the
majority. There also Kurds. The name of the
village is Kelevent Village in older documents.
Prominent tribes include the Bayraktar, Kayali,
Maasli, Kirmizili, Fethili, Subatli, Muhsinli and
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Keleventli. There is neither a clinic nor a doctor
in the village. Drought is a serious problem.

Kokiiz Village: Turkmens are the majority in
this village where the population is less than
1000. Besides the Muratlilar, Vandeviler and
Aliyeliler tribes there is one tribe called the
Acemiler whose members define themselves as
Arabs, but speak Turkish.

Amirli/Emirli Sub-District: The population
is 16,000, consisting of Turkmens and a few
Kurds and Arabs. Turkey is greatly appreciated
by the locals for sending aid and medical care
to the districts after the attack of 2007.

Biravcili Village: The population is 2,000.
They all speak Turkish. The security condition
is good, but there is no irrigation. The biggest
tribe of the village is the Biravcili tribe, which
has other branches in various villages.

Karnaz Village: This is a small village with 750
people. There is one school, which conducts
its classes in Turkish. Consciousness of Turk-
ish and Turkmen identity is very strong in this
village. Villagers proudly display the old Otto-
man documents and scripts of their ancestors.
There is no clinic in the village. Although there
are four water wells, water is still insufficient.
Therefore, they even had to sell their livestock.
There are no security issues in the village. The
whole population is the member of one tribe,
the Karanaz, which is said to have members in
Kirkuk, Tavuk, Mosul, Fallujah, Kut, Baghdad,
Hille, Tazehurmatu and Kifri, and a total of
7,000 members.

Tuzhurmatu’s Economic Structure

Although most people in Tuzhurmatu earn
their living from agriculture, civil service is
seen as the most important occupation. Actu-
ally, such an idea is prevalent among all Turk-
mens. Most probably they chose to work in
public service, and spread around Iraq in or-
der to resist the former regime’s oppression
and to obtain a fixed income. So most of them
were assimilated. They attach great importance

to civil service, so much that even during the
times of embargo when the civil servants’ wag-
es were reduced to two dollars per month, the
Turkmens continued to work while others quit.
Since the establishment of the new regime, civil
servant wages have improved. Today, an aver-
age civil servant has an income of 500 dollars.
Since they refused to quit their jobs, a great
number of Turkmens are still hold public of-
fices today.

Like other areas in Iraq, infrastructure is a great
problem Tuzhurmatu. Large investments are
needed to overcome this problem. The budget
that varies in proportion to Iraq’s oil income is
declining. The money allocated for Tuzhurma-
tu is a part of Salahaddin’s overall budget. The
budget allocated to Salahaddin was 125 billion
dinars in 2006, 177 billion dinars in 2007, 176
billion dinars in 2008, and 115 billion dinars in
2009. Tuzhurmatu received 8 billion dinars but
the money has already been spent, corruptly.
In Iraq, Salahaddin ranks second in corrup-
tion and irregularity and third in poverty, so
they asked Baghdad to increase their budget.
The district’s economy is based on agriculture.
Barley, wheat crops and orchards are com-
mon. Trade in the district is conducted and
controlled by the Kurds. Properties used for
trading purposes largely belong to Turkmens,
and Turkmens lease their properties to Kurds.
Turkmen properties have been being confiscat-
ed since the regime of Saddam Hussein. Arabs
and Kurds have built properties on confiscated
Turkmen lands. Commissions to investigate
such properties have been established, but re-
sults have yet to be obtained.

Tuzhurmatu’s Security Condition

For the most part, Tuzhurmatu is seen as a se-
cure district, but especially between 2005 and
2007 a variety of kidnapping and violent inci-
dents occurred. Although the streets are not
very safe at night, the situation is said to have
been improving over the last few months. The
US base is distant from the city center, but close
to the airport. Tuzhurmatu saw two or three in-
cidents since the occupation. The biggest was
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the bombing attack of 2007, which occurred in
Amirli, but it will be no surprise if the recent
violent attacks in Kirkuk have repercussions in
Tuzhurmatu soon.

District security forces largely consist of the
peshmerga and Kurdish forces called the “asay-
ish” Police forces include Kurds, Arabs and
Turkmens. There is a recent increase in the
number of Turkmen policemen. Still, the most
significant armed forces in the district are the
peshmerga. The presence of the Iraqi army in
the district has improved the situation, but the
Kurds have still power, and they don’t seem to
back off.

Tuzhurmatu’s Political Climate

In Tuzhurmatu, Turkmens are highly politi-
cized. Besides those in the ITF, there are many
successful independent Iraqi politicians in
Tuzhurmatu. Currently, one minister (Youth
and Sports Minister Jasim Mohammed), four
MP’s (Fevzi Ekrem, Muhammet Mehdi and
Abbas Beyatli, Jasim Mohammed), two under-
secretaries, at least ten managing directors and
many other high rank ing bureaucrats are from
Tuzhurmatu. Tuzhurmatu is deeply involved
in politics because many Shiite Turkmen fled
from Iraq during the reign of Saddam Hussein
and migrated to Iran. There they started to be-
come active in the politics of Islamist parties.
After the war they returned to Iraq, and, along
with the rise of the Shiites in Iraq, they also be-
came influential in politics.

Still, it would not be correct to claim that
Tuzhurmatu is significant only to Islamist Shi-
ite Turkmens. Tuzhurmatu’s location and eth-
nic composition laid the ground for early polit-
icization as follows: 1. Tuzhurmatu Turkmens
were early to politicize. 2. They improved their
organization skills. 3. They struggled. During
the Baath regime, Shiism was marginalized and
identified with Iran. Such an attitude had two
major consequences. First, nationalism spread
among intellectual Shiite Turkmens. Some Shi-
ite Turkmen became pro-Turkish, even Turk-
ist. They protected their Turkish identities and

kept their Turkish values alive. Second, some
Shiite Turkmens joined Islamic movements
opposed to the regime. Many Turkmen joined
organizations like the Dawa Party and SCIRI,
and therefore had to remain in exile for many
years. After the collapse of the Saddam Hus-
sein’s regime, they returned to Iraq and took
on important roles in these movements. Here
is one more fact: since Tuzhurmatu is close
to the Kurdish and pro-Iranian Shiite move-
ments, Saddam Hussein thought Tuzhurmatu
was very important. That’s why the Sunni and
Shiite Turkmens in this district were especially
encouraged to join the Baath Party. The Shiite
and Sunni Turkmens who were integrated into
the system in those years still see themselves
as Arab.

There have been two significant political events
in Tuzhurmatu since 1991. First, there was the
1991 riot in which Turkmens and Kurds organ-
ized together and ousted the Baathists. As a
result of this collective riot, Baghdad lost con-
trol over the district for some time. After the
return of the Iraqi Army, control was shortly
regained. This short alliance between Turk-
mens and Kurds spread seeds of distrust as
well because Turkmens believe that the Kurds
knew that the Iraqi Army would come and re-
treated the night before without warning the
Turkmens. They think they were betrayed by
the Kurds. The second important incident was
the intense Arabization practices implemented
soon after Saddam Hussein regained control
over the district. Turkmen lands were force-
fully confiscated and given to Arabs. Saddam
Hussein’s Arabization policy for Tuzhurmatu
used oppression, intimidation and rewards.

The election results give significant clues about
local politics in Tuzhurmatu. First, SCIRI
which dominated the district in the 2005 elec-
tions, lost power. On the other hand, the Dawa
Power started to rise among Shiites as elections
results also show. The main reason is that Iraq
Islamic Turkmen Union president, Abbas Bey-
atli, who supported the Dawa Party, was from
Tuzhurmatu. Beyatli’s power was limited, but
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Maliki’s recovered strength in Iraq increased
his power.

The Tuzhurmatu elections were interesting for
the Kurds. Rather than well known candidates
from KDP and PUK, they preferred unknown
candidates in Tuzhurmatu. At the top of the
Kurdish list was a person from Tuzhurmatu
known by the name of Emin. Rather than the
traditional KDP-PUK approach, they preferred
to have a pro-Islamist win the day. Although
the two parties have gained strength during
the last few years in Tuzhurmatu, they are not
much favored by the local Kurds. The Davu-
da, a powerful tribe in the district, has fought
with Baghdad against the KDP in the past.
The Zergene, the second largest tribe, doesn’t
favor KDP either. But the KDP and PUK’s ris-
ing power in the North had an influence on
Tuzhurmatu as well.

Here are two facts about politics in the district:
ITF won two seats in Salahaddin in the January
31, 2009 elections, probably gaining its great-
est victory in Tuzhurmatu. The number of total
voters in the district was 90,000, and the elec-
toral turnout was 50%. Still, ITF managed to
get 20,000 votes. This shows that the majority
of Turkmens voted for ITE. When we look at
the overall figures in other regions, we see that
Tuzhurmatu was ITF’s greatest success on pro-
portional basis. Some criticize ITF for winning
only two seats since previously 7 seats were
given to Turkmens, but considering facts such
as the rules of the provincial council elections
of 2005 and Arab non-participation, Tuzhur-
matu should be seen as a success. Besides, the
previously mentioned prominent Shiite Turk-
men politicians supported their own parties
against the ITF and split the Turkmen vote. As
a consequence of ITF’s success in Tuzhurmatu,
ITF authorities gained flexibility in physical
and political terms. As we know, it is not easy
to move from one point in Iraq to another one.
Even when traveling within a province or dis-
trict one can be subject to attacks or the abuse
of security personell. But, the ITF can now en-
joy the privileges of Iraqi government officials

since it has two seats on the Salahaddin provin-
cial council. The ITF also gained flexibility in
the political arena. ITF’s flexibility in Tuzhur-
matu can be judged as follows: 1. As a result
of its success in the local elections, the ITF is
being invited to form an electoral alliance in
Salahaddin and has a chance of being able to
send one MP to the parliament. Mathematical-
ly, it isn’t likely that the ITF will all Turkmens in
Salahhaddin and send an PM to the parliament.
The renewed participation of Sunnis in the
electoral process reduces the Turkmen com-
munity to a small minority in Salahaddin and
makes this virtually impossible. However, be-
cause of the the variety of other parties, every
single vote is valuable. Therefore, groups shar-
ing the same political agenda on issues such as
Kirkuk and territorial unity are willing to coop-
erate with the ITF to increase their votes. It can
be claimed that the local elections gave the ITF
in Tuzhurmatu more flexibility. 2. Flexibility
will help the ITF to gather strength. The ITF in
Tuzhurmatu is at a turning point now and has
started to make efficient use of its advantage. 3.
The third advantage of gaining flexibility is that
it restricts the maneuverability of the Kurds.
The Kurdish movement weakened as a result of
the strengthened central Iraqi government, but
it has not ended. As the central authority grows
stronger, there is the possibility of opening an
investigation against the district governor and
other administrative authorities, in case of ir-
regularities. This will help to reduce the irregu-
lar practices of the Kurdish groups. From this
point of view, the ITF has managed to turn its
electoral success into political capital. From the
political point of view, this success may be in-
fluential among those who expect advantages
from politics and some may lean toward the
ITE

Suggestions for Tuzhurmatu

1. The public service-politics relation seen
in other districts also obtains Tuzhurmatu.
Therefore, building water wells, schools, play
grounds and parks, village clinics and social
facilities, keeping promises and providing con-
tinuous service (not only when a census or an
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elections is held) would be wise. A special focus
on regions where people define themselves as
Arabs, although they speak Turkmen, would
lead them to register themselves as Turkmen
and not Arab. Some of the Turkmens are not
completely Arabized, and some claim to be
Arab to obtain protection and benefits. The
coming census is very important, and even
convincing one single person is crucial. There-
fore steps must be taken immediately.

2. When we consider Tuzhurmatu’s strategic
significance and the policies actively pursued
in the districts, it is crucial to increase resourc-
es. Successful policies enabled the district to
access state resources, and Turkmens have be-
gun to benefit from this, but still, local politics
need to be activated, and women’s and junior
branches need financial support. Young people
must be encouraged to play sports. Tuzhur-
matu is a place where women are politically
active. If such participation is encouraged and
carried to a further level, both the ITF’s votes
and political consciousness among Turkmens
will increase. Turkmen women need to be inte-
grated into the political arena at a certain level.
But above all, such activities need to be carried
out in the countryside, too. Women in the cit-
ies are already active. They have educational
opportunities and may be themselves, but in
the country side, social awareness can only be
raised through women’s activities. That’s why
the budget needs allocations for these activi-
ties.

3. The election is one of the most important
items on Iraq’s agenda. It has been observed
that electoral efforts have already started in
Tuzhurmatu, but the sustainability of these
efforts depend on financial conditions. There-
fore, special budget funds needs to be allocat-
ed before the census, and this budget must be
used for census expenses only.

4. The promises made to Tuzhurmatu need
to be kept. This is important to restore trust
among the people.

5. Bad education, which is prevalent in Iragq, is
to be found in Tuzhurmatu, too. Most of the
school buildings are in terrible condition. The
restoration of the buildings and construction
of additional ones will increase sympathy for
Turkey. Additionally, there is great demand in
Tuzhurmatu for medical treatment in Turkey.

6. Making a documentary on Iraqi Turkmen
and airing it both in Iraq and Turkey before the
census would provide great psychological sup-
port for Turkmens. A documentary that deals
with the traditions of the Turkmen community
and contains scenes of people and their daily
life and reaches even the smallest villages could
be prepared in a short time and would illustrate
the oppression and pain of the Turkmens, their
thoughts about the current situation in Iraq
and their expectations from Turkey in a very
effective way.

7. The district must prepare for attacks, aiming
to scare and intimidate Tuzhurmatu Turkmens,
especially before the election, as occurred in
Kirkuk.

8. The ITF’s election results in Tuzhurmatu
demonstrate the imporance of representation
in the government for Turkmens, no matter
what scale. Therefore, it would be useful to co-
operate with the powerful political groups in
Salahaddin during the elections process so as
to enable the Turkmens to send one PM to the
parliament, because even if all the Turkmens
of Tuzhurmatu were united under the ITF
umbrella and voted for them, it would not be
sufficient to send a representative to the parlia-
ment, since there are no Turkmens in the prov-
ince’s other districts.
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