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ürkiye’s policy towards Somalia spe-
cifically, and Africa and the Red Sea 
region in general, historically has had 

strong ties with the countries of the region. 
However, the process of relations during the 
early Republic era was fraught with numerous 
opportunities and challenges. This is also true 
for the “Defence and Economic Cooperation 
Framework Agreement” approved last month 
by the Somali Cabinet. As a NATO member, 
the Republic of Türkiye, especially since 1991, 
and more intensively with President Recep 
Tayyip Erdoğan’s visit to Mogadishu in 2011 
along with his family during his prime minis-
tership, deepened its relations with Somalia 
in diplomatic, security, economic, and so-
cio-cultural fields. The process of deepening 
relations between the two countries in various 
fields continues within the areas requested by 
Somalia and within the capabilities of Türkiye, 

as demonstrated by this framework agree-

ment.

In this context, the “Defence and Economic 

Cooperation Framework Agreement” signed 

between Türkiye and Somalia hold strategic 

importance both for the two countries in-

volved and for regional stability. This 10-year 

agreement aims to expand cooperation, es-

pecially in the fields of maritime security, mil-

itary training, and economic collaboration. 

The agreement grants Türkiye the authority to 

supervise maritime security operations in So-

mali territorial waters. Türkiye aims to support 

the reconstruction of the Somali Navy, com-

bat illegal fishing within Somalia’s Exclusive 

Economic Zone (EEZ), enhance Somalia’s ca-

pacity to fight against illegal and unregulated 

activities, and use the economic resources 

derived from the Somali EEZ for the devel-
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opment of the Somali Navy.1 Thus, this agree-
ment has the potential to contribute both to 
the development of bilateral relations and to 
the security of a strategically located region 
crucial for the stability of international trade.

However, considering that this agreement 
is a framework agreement, a more compre-
hensive analysis of the benefits for both coun-
tries or its contribution to regional stability will 
be possible with the public presentation of 
the sub-agreements in the coming period. 
Therefore, the main objective of this study is 
to identify the turning points in the relations 
between the two countries within the frame-
work of the said agreement and to analyse its 
contribution to regional stability.

This cooperation marks a turning point in  
relations between the two countries in terms 
of significantly strengthening the Somali gov-
ernment’s efforts to maintain its sovereignty. In 
Somalia, where economic and political issues 
are prevalent, Türkiye’s support in the fight 

1   Abdulkadir Mohamed Nur, “OPINION - Türkiye - Somalia alliance will guarantee stability in the Horn of Africa”, Anadolu 
Agency, 27.02.2024; Dilara Hamit, “Somali foreign minister says will never accept Ethiopia’s ‘attempt’ to annex territory”, 
Anadolu Agency, 01.03.2024; “Somali Cumhurbaşkanı Mahmud, Türkiye ile ilişkileri CNN TÜRK’e yorumladı”, CNN Türk, 
03.03.2024.

against the security problems posed by the 
terrorist organization Al-Shabaab has been 
prominent. Thus, another important aspect 
of the agreement is Türkiye’s responsibility 
to ensure maritime security in Somali waters 
and to protect the region. In this respect, the 
agreement can also be considered a concrete 
example of Türkiye’s efforts to expand its in-
ternational collaborations in military training, 
security, and defence industry areas. There-
fore, the agreement is an important step that 
will contribute to regional and global security 
dynamics and further strengthen the strategic 
partnership between Türkiye and Somalia.

From this point, the study first examines 
the relations between the two countries from 
2011 to the said agreement. Then, it analyses 
the opportunities and challenges for Türkiye, 
Somalia, and the maintenance of regional sta-
bility, as well as the regional and global im-
plications, and presents policy recommenda-
tions.

1 Abdulkadir Mohamed Nur, “OPINION - Türkiye - Somalia alliance will guarantee stability in the Horn of Africa”, Anadolu 
Agency, 27.02.2024; Dilara Hamit, “Somali foreign minister says will never accept Ethiopia’s ‘attempt’ to annex territory”, 
Anadolu Agency, 01.03.2024; “Somali Cumhurbaşkanı Mahmud, Türkiye ile ilişkileri CNN TÜRK’e yorumladı”, CNN Türk, 
03.03.2024.
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Relations with Somalia occupy a central 
position in Türkiye’s Africa policy. Among the 
bilateral relations between the two countries, 
the visit to Mogadishu by President Erdoğan, 
then Prime Minister, in 2011 is a pivotal 
moment. The period from Erdoğan’s visit to the 
Framework Agreement saw Türkiye’s foreign 
policy towards Somalia evolve, with economic 
and diplomatic relations highlighted in 2012; 
military and security collaborations in 2017; 
and sustainable development and education 
initiatives from 2018 onwards. Thus, the 
development of relations between the two 
countries from 2011 to 2024 is marked by three 
main turning points across various fields.

Türkiye took a significant step in August 
2011 to draw international attention to the fam-
ine crisis in Somalia and provide aid. The visit 
by then Prime Minister Recep Tayyip Erdoğan, 
along with his wife and key cabinet members 
to Mogadishu, marked the first visit by a NATO 
country to Somalia at such a high level in the 

2  Ebuzer Demirci, “Web Panel: Türkiye-Somali Anlaşmasının Bölgesel ve Küresel Yansımaları” SETA Web Panel, 23.02.2024.

3  “2024 – 2028 Stratejik Plan”, TCDB Report, January 2024.

last 20 years and led to the launch of a major 
aid campaign, positioning Türkiye as a “global 
problem-solving actor” in the eyes of the in-
ternational community. Following Erdoğan’s 
visit, Türkiye began supporting Somalia’s re-
construction with humanitarian aid as well as 
education, health, and infrastructure projects, 
drawing international attention to Mogadishu. 
Türkiye’s intervention in the Somali famine 
crisis and Erdoğan’s visit allowed Türkiye to 
project a positive and influential image in in-
ternational politics, enhancing its position in 
international relations and demonstrating its 
capacity for leadership in humanitarian aid 
and global diplomacy.2 This development has 
laid the foundation for the “Enterprising and 
Humanitarian Foreign Policy” approach high-
lighted in the Turkish Ministry of Foreign Af-

fairs’ strategy reports up to 2023.3

Following Erdoğan’s visit, especially in the 

first two years, a period of reconstruction and 

TURNING POINTS 
IN TÜRKIYE-
SOMALIA RELATIONS 
FROM 2011 TO 
THE FRAMEWORK 
AGREEMENT Turkish President Erdogan arrives in Somalia
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deepening of Türkiye-Soma-

lia relations was recorded. The 

Turkish Embassy in Mogadishu, 

closed in 1991 for security rea-

sons, was reopened.4 This step 

not only strengthened Türkiye’s 

diplomatic presence in Soma-

lia but also contributed to the 

expansion of secure areas in 

the country. As an indirect re-

sult of developing diplomatic 

relations, economic ties also 

flourished during this period. 

Turkish companies played sig-

nificant roles in infrastructure 

development projects in So-

malia, and increased passenger 

traffic through Turkish Airlines’ 

Mogadishu-Istanbul flights sig-

nificantly benefited commercial 

and socio-cultural interaction.

Between 2014 and 2017, the 

trade volume and military and 

security cooperation between 

the two countries increased 

significantly. During this period, 

Türkiye’s relations with Somalia 

expanded beyond humanitari-

an aid to include economic and 

military dimensions. Since 2014, 

Türkiye has become one of So-

malia’s largest trading partners, 

strengthening economic ties 

between the two countries. 

These trade relations have con-

tributed to the economic devel-

4  “Somali’de Türk Büyükelçiliği” TRT, 13.09.2011.

5  “Somali-Türkiye Eğitim ve Araştırma Hastanesi’nin Açılışı Yapıldı”, Türkiye Cumhuriyeti 
Sağlık Bakanlığı, 2015.

6  Abdirashid Muse, “Somali Air Force ‘training in Türkiye”, X, 29.11.2014.

7  Mohammed Dhaysane, “Somalia’s president praises Türkiye for its support”, Anadolu 
Agency, 26.09.2023. 

opment of both countries and 

played a crucial role in Somalia’s 

reconstruction process. Türkiye 

has supplied Somalia with food, 

medicine, construction materi-

als, and other essentials, while 

importing agricultural products 

and other local resources from 

Somalia. In 2015, the Turkish 

Cooperation and Coordination 

Agency (TİKA) opened the 200-

bed Somalia-Türkiye Training 

and Research Hospital in Mog-

adishu.5

In 2017, Türkiye-Somalia re-

lations gained a new dimen-

sion with the establishment of 

the TÜRKSOM military training 

base near Mogadishu, aimed at 

training and strengthening the 

Somali army.6 This training base 

is designed to increase the ca-

pacity of Somalia’s land and air 

security forces and is part of the 

efforts to strengthen the secu-

rity infrastructure for Somalia to 

stand on its own feet. TÜRKSOM 

provides support not only in mil-

itary training but also in military 

tactics, operational planning, 

and strategic analysis for the So-

mali security forces.7 This train-

ing and support have increased 

Somalia’s capacity to combat 

terrorism and contributed to re-

gional security.

TÜRKSOM 
provides support 

not only in 
military training 

but also in 
military tactics, 

operational 
planning, and 

strategic analysis 
for the Somali 

security forces.  
This training 
and support 

have increased 
Somalia's 

capacity 
to combat 

terrorism and 
contributed to 

regional security.



Kaan Devecioğlu

7www.orsam.org.tr

This cooperation is also part of Türkiye’s 
broader efforts to ensure stability and peace 
in the region. Türkiye’s presence and invest-
ments in Somalia have helped establish a 
strong trust and cooperation relationship be-
tween the two countries and served as an 
example of Türkiye’s growing influence and 
effectiveness on the African continent. Türki-
ye’s comprehensive approach to Somalia, fo-
cusing on a wide range of relations from trade 
to military cooperation and security support, 
has not only enhanced economic and military 
ties but also created deep cultural and social 
connections between the two countries.

Since 2018, relations between Türkiye and 
Somalia have focused on sustainable devel-
opment and education projects. Significant 
strides have been made in education and 
cultural cooperation during this period, with 
the establishment of schools in Somalia by 
the Turkish Maarif Foundation and the imple-
mentation of various educational programs. 
A hospital established in 2015 has become a 
beacon of hope for the Somali community.8 

8  “Türk hastanesi Somali’de şifa dağıtıyor”, Anadolu Ajansı, 20.01.2018.

9  ABDI, I. I., NAS, Ç., & TAŞCI, F. (2021). Somali Örneğinde Türkiye Kalkınma Yardımı Modeli. Toplumsal Politika Dergisi, 2(2), 62-83.

Turkish educational institutions and universi-
ties have offered scholarships to Somali stu-
dents under the Türkiye Scholarships program 
through the Presidency for Turks Abroad and 
Related Communities (YTB), contributing to 
strengthening Somalia’s educational capacity. 
These scholarships have enabled students to 
pursue higher education in Türkiye.

In sustainable development projects, Tür-
kiye has worked to increase Somalia’s capaci-
ty in critical areas such as agriculture, energy, 
and water management. These projects are 
designed to enable Somalia to effectively uti-
lise its resources and achieve long-term de-
velopment goals. Türkiye’s development aid 
model for  Somalia aims to achieve success 
through long-term projects that can directly 
impact the lives of people in the region.9 In 
light of this information, Türkiye’s education 
and development projects in Somalia have 
not only strengthened the relations between 
the two countries but also made significant 
contributions to the development of Soma-
lia’s social and economic infrastructure.

Türkiye-Somalia Trade Data (2019 – 2023) 

Export Import Total

2019 244.420.999 6.398.589 250.819.588

2020 266.142.490 4.802.387 270.944.877

2021 349.051.324 7.705.668 356.756.992

2022 379.663.982 2.579.124 382.243.106

2023 418.952.349 677.044 419.629.393

Source: TUIK
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The Somali cabinet has ratified the De-

fence and Economic Cooperation Framework 

Agreement signed between Türkiye and So-

malia on February 8th. The agreement, which 

encompasses defence and security issues, 

outlines a 10-year cooperation plan. This 

agreement, significant for bolstering the So-

mali government’s efforts to maintain its sov-

ereignty, marks a turning point in bilateral re-

lations following Erdoğan’s visit in 2011.10

President Hasan Sheikh Mahmud of So-

malia has stated that the agreement includes 

combating terrorism, external threats, pi-

racy, and illegal fishing, as well as protect-

ing Somalia’s coastlines and developing its 

maritime resources. He emphasized that the 

agreement has no hostile intentions and will 

lead to the formation of a joint naval force be-

tween the two countries, which will protect 

Somali waters for 10 years and contribute to 

10  Tunç Demirtaş, “Türkiye’nin Afrika’daki Başarı Hikâyesi: Somali”, SETA, 24.02.2024.

11  Gökhan Kavak, Hodan Mohamed Abdullahi, Gülsüm İncekaya, “Somali, Türkiye ile imzaladığı savunma işbirliği anlaşmasını 
onayladı”, Anadolu Ajansı, 21.02.2024.

the development of maritime resources.11 This 

collaboration represents a significant step for 

Somalia and regional countries struggling 

with economic and political issues and secu-

rity problems posed by Al-Shabaab for years. 

Hence, the agreement brings forth opportu-

nities and challenges for Türkiye and Somalia, 

as well as regional and global contributions.

THE CLIMATE OF MUTUAL 
INTEREST BETWEEN THE TWO 
COUNTRIES

The agreement signed between Türkiye 

and Somalia present opportunities that pos-

itively affect both countries geopolitically and 

economically. These opportunities have the 

potential to create extensive impacts and are 

interrelated.

Firstly, the strategic position of Somalia is 

particularly significant. The agreement offers 

OPPORTUNITIES 
AND CHALLENGES 
BROUGHT BY THE 
FRAMEWORK 
AGREEMENT Yasar Guler - Abdulkadir Mohamed Nur meeting in Ankara
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substantial opportunities for Tür-
kiye on both regional and global 
levels. Somalia’s proximity to the 
Indian Ocean, the Red Sea, and 
the Cape of Good Hope, some 
of the world’s busiest maritime 
routes, points to the potential 
for both countries to more ef-
fectively safeguard their strate-
gic interests and attain a stron-
ger position in the international 
arena. For instance, Türkiye and 
Somalia could contribute to re-
gional security initiatives and se-
cure trade routes.

Secondly, maritime security 
and the protection of interna-
tional trade represent  significant 
benefits of this agreement. Se-
curity threats like piracy around 
Somalia and Houthi attacks in 
the Bab-el-Mandeb Strait en-
danger international trade and 
global economic stability. The  
active role of Türkiye and Soma-
lia in regional security operations 
under this agreement will con-
tribute to securing international 
trade routes by taking effective 
measures against piracy and 
terrorism. This will allow the un-
interrupted continuation of trade 
on these critical global routes. 
However, threats arising from 
terrorism, piracy, and conflicts in 
the region will pose challenges 
for Türkiye and Somalia.

Thirdly, the strengthening of 
military and defence coopera-
tion between Türkiye and So-

12  Diyar Güldoğan, “UN Security Council lifts Somalia arms embargo after 3 decades”, 
Anadolu Agency, 02.12.2023.

malia will enhance the security 
and defence capabilities of both 
countries. With the lifting of the 
UN Security Council’s restric-
tions on the export of securi-
ty equipment to Somalia,12 this 
agreement will advance securi-
ty training and equipment trade 
between the two countries. This 
will increase Somalia’s naval 
forces’ development and role in 
regional security while allowing 
Türkiye’s defence industry to ex-
pand in international markets.

Fourthly, under the agree-
ment, the access to hydrocar-
bon reserves and fishing re-
sources for Türkiye in Somali 
territorial waters will yield eco-
nomic gains for both countries.
Joint exploration, extraction, and 
utilisation of maritime resources 
are strategic steps that will sup-
port economic development 
and enhance energy and food 
security. This cooperation, es-
pecially for Somalia, will provide 
opportunities for funding devel-
opment projects and strength-
ening economic independence. 
Additionally, in the coming pro-
cess, there is also the potential 
for the revitalization of tourism 
in Somalia within the context of 
bilateral relations.

Lastly, the strengthening of 
Türkiye’s diplomatic influence in 
Africa is a significant opportuni-
ty brought about by this agree-
ment. Enhancing Türkiye’s rela-

The timing of 
this defence 
pact, signed 

amidst 
increasing 

tensions 
between 

Somalia and 
Ethiopia, is 
interpreted 

as sending a 
message to other 

foreign actors in 
the region. 

However, 
evaluating the 

agreement 
between Türkiye 
and Somalia as a 

contribution to 
regional stability, 

considering the 
background 

of ongoing 
relations 

between the two 
countries and 

Türkiye's good 
relations with 

Ethiopia, is a 
more accurate 

approach. 
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tions with the Horn of Africa and the continent 
at large, through supporting regional stability 
and development projects, will serve the mu-
tual interests of both Türkiye and Africa. This 
diplomatic and economic rapprochement will 
also support Africa’s development goals.

REGIONAL AND GLOBAL 
IMPLICATIONS

The Somali Cabinet’s granting of to Tür-
kiye in its territorial waters for security and 
economic reasons has significant regional 
and global implications. The international me-
dia’s coverage of the agreement is evaluated 
within the context of the Memorandum of 
Understanding (MoU) between Ethiopia and 
Somaliland. The timing of this defence pact, 
signed amidst increasing tensions between 
Somalia and Ethiopia, is interpreted as send-
ing a message to other foreign actors in the 
region.13

However, evaluating the agreement be-
tween Türkiye and Somalia as a contribution 
to regional stability, considering the back-
ground of ongoing relations between the two 
countries and Türkiye’s good relations with 
Ethiopia, is a more accurate approach. Indeed, 
Türkiye’s good relations with Ethiopia, Soma-
lia, and Somaliland will facilitate the devel-
opment of dialogue channels to prevent the 
escalation of tensions among regional states. 
Additionally, the process of consolidating re-
lations with the UAE,14 which is noted as a for-

13  “Somalia Türkiye Security Deal How Does it Impact Ethiopia” DW, 26.02.2024; “IntelBrief: Somalia-Türkiye Defense Deal and 
the Regional Implications for East Africa”, The Soufan Center, 29.02.2024; Federico Donelli, “Red Sea politics: why Türkiye is 
helping Somalia defend its waters”, The Conversation, 28.02.2024.

14  Federico Donelli, “Red Sea politics: why Türkiye is helping Somalia defend its waters”, The Conversation, 28.02.2024. 

15  Gökhan Ereli, “From Normalization to Consolidation in Türkiye-Gulf Relations: President Erdoğan›s Visits to Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar, and the UAE”, ORSAM, 19.07.2023.

mer rival to  Türkiye, will potentially contribute 
positively to the stability of trade for both the 
UAE and regional countries.15

In the context of regional implications, the 
insecurity in the Gulf of Aden and the Indian 
Ocean could be mitigated by Türkiye’s au-
thority in Somali waters and its contributions 
to the Somali military, positively affecting the 
security of international trade. This situation 
will contribute positively to Türkiye’s security 
influence in Africa and the Middle East.

Regarding global implications, Türkiye’s 
increasing influence in Africa might introduce 
new dynamics in its relations with global ac-
tors such as China, Russia, the USA, and the 
European Union. Türkiye’s contribution to in-
ternational maritime security and Somalia’s 
fight against terrorism indicate intersecting 
mutual interests with these actors. Thus, it 
can be said that there is a mutual interest  for 
these global actors to coordinate with Türkiye.

In conclusion, this agreement is a signifi-
cant milestone in defence and security be-
tween Türkiye and Somalia, offering several 
advantages for regional stability. Somalia’s 
strategic location and the authority granted 
to Türkiye will significantly contribute to the 
security of international trade. Maximising 
the benefits of this agreement for Türkiye and 
Somalia require a strategic and balanced ap-
proach, as well as cooperation and dialogue 
with the international community.

13  “Somalia Türkiye Security Deal How Does it Impact Ethiopia” DW, 26.02.2024; “IntelBrief: Somalia-Türkiye Defense Deal and 
the Regional Implications for East Africa”, The Soufan Center, 29.02.2024; Federico Donelli, “Red Sea politics: why Türkiye is 
helping Somalia defend its waters”, The Conversation, 28.02.2024.

14 Federico Donelli, “Red Sea politics: why Türkiye is helping Somalia defend its waters”, The Conversation, 28.02.2024.

15 Gökhan Ereli, “From Normalization to Consolidation in Türkiye-Gulf Relations: President Erdoğan›s Visits to Saudi Arabia, 
Qatar, and the UAE”, ORSAM, 19.07.2023.
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This study has scrutinised the strategic 
significance of the “Defence and Economic 
Cooperation Framework Agreement” signed 
between Türkiye and Somalia, the opportuni-
ties it presents for regional stability, and the 
challenges it might face. While the agree-
ment will deepen relations between the two 
countries and encourage cooperation across 
a wide spectrum, it will also significantly con-
tribute to regional and global security and 
economic development. Considering the op-
portunities and challenges faced by regional 
stability, as well as Türkiye and Somalia, six 
key policy recommendations are proposed to 
maximise the potential of the agreement and 
overcome possible challenges in the upcom-
ing period.

• Firstly, it is essential for Türkiye and So-
malia to deepen their cooperation in 
military training, maritime security, and 
counterterrorism under comprehensive 
security and defence collaboration. De-
veloping a comprehensive program by 
Türkiye that includes training, equipment 

support, and intelligence sharing will 
contribute to regional stability.

This policy recommendation constitutes 
one of the fundamental building blocks of 
security and defence cooperation between 
Türkiye and Somalia. Deepening coopera-
tion in military training, maritime security, and 
counterterrorism, as emphasised in the rec-
ommendation, will significantly enhance both 
countries’ capacity to effectively respond to 
security threats in the region. Somalia has 
been grappling with various security issues, 
such as terrorist organisations, piracy, and ille-
gal fishing, for many years, negatively affect-
ing regional stability. Türkiye’s experience and 
capacity in this field will aid Somalia in com-
bating these threats more effectively.

Military training and capacity building will 
be critical not only in enhancing the opera-
tional capabilities of Somali security forces 
but also in improving their professionalism 
and respect for human rights, a fundamental 
element for long-term stability and security in 
the region.

CONCLUSION AND 
RECOMMENDATIONS Recep Tayyip Erdogan - Hassan Sheikh Mohamud meeting in 

Antalya
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Türkiye’s support with modern and effec-
tive equipment will increase the operational 
effectiveness of Somali security forces, allow-
ing them to be more successful in counterter-
rorism and maritime security operations. This 
support will strengthen Somalia’s capacity to 
ensure its security, reduce dependence on in-
ternational aid, and support regional stability.

Intelligence sharing is vital for counter-
terrorism and other security operations. In-
telligence cooperation between Türkiye and 
Somalia will enable Somalia to act more pro-
actively and effectively against regional secu-
rity threats. This will also offer a significant ad-
vantage in counteracting cross-border move-
ments of terrorist organisations, contributing 
to both regional and global security.

Therefore, this policy recommendation 
highlights the importance of cooperation and 
coordination between Türkiye and Soma-
lia in combating regional and global security 
threats. However, the success of such coop-
eration is not only dependent on technical 
and operational capacity development but 
also on political will, mutual trust, and sus-
tainable engagement. For this cooperation to 
be effective, both sides need to take concrete 
steps in training, equipment, and intelligence 
sharing and regularly review and update these 
processes in collaboration with other actors.

• Secondly, it is proposed that joint proj-
ects be initiated to increase trade vol-
ume, develop investment opportunities, 
and strengthen Somalia’s critical infra-
structure between Türkiye and Somalia. 
Supporting sustainable development 
projects in agriculture, energy, and water 
management in Somalia by Türkiye will 
enhance bilateral commercial relations.

This policy recommendation encompass-
es a critical approach with the potential to 
deepen and expand economic cooperation 

between Türkiye and Somalia. Increasing 
trade volume, developing investment oppor-
tunities, and strengthening Somalia’s critical 
infrastructure are fundamental elements that 
support economic development and long-
term stability. This recommendation can also 
be considered part of Türkiye’s strategy to in-
crease its influence in Africa. In this context, 
four key points can be highlighted:

Firstly, increasing trade volume will con-
tribute to the economies of both countries. 
For Somalia, increasing export capacity and 
access to broader markets will offer opportu-
nities for economic growth and job creation. 
As indicated in the related table, there is an 
imbalance in bilateral trade data. For Türkiye, 
diversifying its trade with emerging markets 
like Somalia will support its economic growth.

Secondly, for Turkish investors, Somalia 
presents attractive investment opportunities 
in areas such as agriculture, energy, and in-
frastructure projects. These investments will 
strengthen Somalia’s critical infrastructure 
and contribute to its economic development. 
Encouraging investments will also enhance 
Somalia’s capacity to attract foreign capital 
and increase international collaborations.

Thirdly, Somalia’s infrastructure needs are 
diverse. Investments in sectors such as ener-
gy, water management, and agriculture are 
vital for sustainable development. Support 
from Türkiye in these areas, both technically 
and financially, will play a significant role in 
achieving Somalia’s development goals. In 
this regard, support from international organ-
isations for projects in Somalia will be of stra-
tegic importance.

Fourthly, projects supported by Türkiye in 
agriculture, energy, and water management 
that also include environmental protection 
and social development alongside economic 
growth will help Somalia achieve its sustain-
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able development goals. These projects are 
also important in combating global issues 
such as climate change and environmental 
sustainability. However, as noted in the third 
point, support from international actors, espe-
cially UN organisations, is essential for Turkish 
investors and investors from other countries 
to facilitate Somalia’s development.

Thus, this policy recommendation high-
lights the significant role Türkiye can play in 
achieving Somalia’s development goals and 
enhancing its economic independence. How-
ever, for such projects to be successful, it is 
crucial to consider the needs and priorities 
of local communities, develop local capacity, 
and adhere to principles of transparency and 
accountability in project implementation. Ad-
ditionally, this cooperation should serve the 
mutual interests of both countries while also 
aligning with broader regional and global de-
velopment goals, wherein support from inter-
national organisations for Somalia will be of 
strategic importance.

• Thirdly, Türkiye and Somalia need to co-
operate on the sustainable use and pro-
tection of marine resources. In this con-
text, establishing joint ventures on issues 
such as combating illegal fishing, explor-
ing, and extracting hydrocarbon reserves 
will contribute to regional development 
and stability.

This policy recommendation underlines 
the strategic importance of cooperation be-
tween Türkiye and Somalia in the sustainable 
use and protection of marine resources. The 
protection and efficient use of marine resourc-
es are critical for economic development, en-
vironmental sustainability, and food security. 
Thus, emphasising cooperation in areas such 
as combating illegal fishing and exploring and 
extracting hydrocarbon reserves will be ben-
eficial for enhancing cooperation between 

the two countries. In this regard, three points 
can be highlighted.

Firstly, it should be noted that “illegal, un-
reported, and unregulated fishing (IUU)” is a 
significant problem threatening marine eco-
systems worldwide. Countries like Somalia 
can suffer severely from such activities when 
they lack the capacity to effectively monitor 
and protect their maritime areas. Türkiye’s 
technological and operational capacity could 
significantly enhance Somalia’s capabilities 
in combating IUU fishing. This cooperation 
could be among the fundamental factors in 
promoting sustainable fishing practices and 
conserving marine biodiversity in the region.

Secondly, Somalia’s underwater hydrocar-
bon reserves present significant potential for 
the country’s economic development. How-
ever, exploring and extracting these resourc-
es requires processes that demand high tech-
nology and expertise. In this respect, Türkiye’s 
experience and technical knowledge in the 
energy sector could enhance Somalia’s ca-
pacity to evaluate and sustainably utilise this 
potential. Such cooperation could also con-
tribute to the energy security of both coun-
tries.

In this context, the last point to be high-
lighted is that joint ventures and cooperation 
mechanisms could facilitate concrete steps in 
combating illegal fishing and the sustainable 
use of hydrocarbon reserves. These initiatives 
could include the sharing of knowledge and 
best practices, joint research and develop-
ment projects, and capacity-building pro-
grams.

Therefore, this policy recommendation 
demonstrates that cooperation between Tür-
kiye and Somalia in the protection and sustain-
able use of marine resources could provide 
significant benefits and contribute to regional 
development and stability. This cooperation 
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could support not only economic benefits but 
also environmental sustainability and region-
al security. However, the success of such ini-
tiatives will depend on effective governance, 
transparency, and adherence to sustainability 
principles. Considering the needs and partici-
pation of local communities and stakeholders 
will enhance the social acceptance and long-
term success of this cooperation.

• Fourthly, Türkiye should strengthen dia-
logue mechanisms on regional security 
and development issues by increasing 
cooperation with Somalia and other re-
gional actors. In this frame, collabora-
tion with neighbouring countries such as 
Ethiopia, Kenya, and Djibouti are  crucial 
for promoting regional stability and eco-
nomic integration.

This policy recommendation emphasises 
the importance of enhancing dialogue and 
cooperation on regional security and devel-
opment issues, a critical step towards ensur-
ing regional stability and promoting economic 
integration. Collaboration with neighbouring 
countries like Ethiopia, Kenya, and Djibouti will 
play a significant role in resolving regional is-
sues. This recommendation can be evaluated 
from three different perspectives.

Firstly, given the myriad security threats 
facing the Horn of Africa, such as terrorism, 
piracy, ethnic conflicts, and competition over 
natural resources, Türkiye’s initiatives in this 
region, especially in counterterrorism and 
maritime security, should contribute to re-
gional stability. Türkiye’s experience and ca-
pacity in security, along with its good relations 
with regional actors, could be a significant 
resource for strengthening regional security 
mechanisms.

Secondly, Türkiye’s participation in region-
al development projects is related. Especially 
in the infrastructure, energy, and agriculture 

sectors, Türkiye’s experience and capacity in 
investment and development aid can signifi-
cantly contribute to boosting regional trade 
and supporting economic development.

Lastly, enhancing Türkiye’s cooperation 
with regional countries like Ethiopia, Kenya, 
and Djibouti will promote an approach based 
on dialogue and cooperation in resolving re-
gional issues.

Therefore, this policy recommendation 
highlights the significant contributions Türkiye 
can make to regional security, development, 
and integration. However, the success of such 
cooperation requires a careful assessment of 
regional dynamics and the interests of other 
countries. Additionally, the effectiveness of 
this policy will depend on Türkiye establish-
ing long-term, mutually respectful, and trust-
based relations with regional actors.

• Fifthly, considering the global impli-
cations of the agreement signed with 
Somalia, Türkiye should enhance its 
cooperation and coordination with the 
international community. This includes 
collaborating with international partners 
on issues such as international maritime 
security, counterterrorism, and devel-
opment aid, which are beneficial for the 
sustainability of regional stability.

This policy recommendation underscores 
that the security and economic cooperation 
framework agreement signed between Türki-
ye and Somalia could have significant effects 
not only between the two countries but also 
on an international level. Türkiye’s effort to 
increase cooperation and coordination with 
the international community, considering the 
global implications of the agreement, aims to 
contribute to regional and global security and 
development goals. This recommendation 
can be evaluated from four different aspects.
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Firstly, given Somalia’s strategic loca-
tion near crucial maritime routes such as the 
Bab-el-Mandeb Strait and the Gulf of Aden, 
international maritime security is of critical 
importance. Enhancing Türkiye’s internation-
al cooperation in this area will contribute to 
combating piracy and other maritime security 
threats, significantly benefiting both regional 
and global trade routes’ security.

Secondly, considering that Somalia is a 
country where the terrorist organisation Al-
Shabaab operates, posing a serious threat to 
regional security, Türkiye’s strengthening of 
international cooperation in counterterrorism 
will be beneficial.

Thirdly, Türkiye’s development aid to So-
malia, which significantly contributes to the 
country’s economic and social development, 
will be more effective and comprehensive by 
increasing cooperation with the international 
community. This will also promote the effi-
cient use of resources in development proj-
ects and achieve international development 
goals.

Lastly, Türkiye’s efforts in international co-
operation and coordination should align with 
sustainable development goals and interna-
tional norms. This will not only strengthen Tür-
kiye’s international image but also effectively 
contribute to international development and 
security initiatives.

Therefore, this policy recommendation 
highlights the importance of considering Tür-
kiye’s cooperation with Somalia in a global 
context while emphasising the need to en-
hance cooperation and coordination with the 
international community. This effort could pro-
duce more effective and inclusive solutions 
to the security and development challenges 
faced by both Türkiye and Somalia. Howev-
er, the success of such cooperation depends 

on balancing mutual interests and goals and 
garnering support from a broad spectrum of 
the international community. Thus, Türkiye’s 
efforts in this direction should be based on 
open communication, transparency, and a 
multilateral cooperation approach.

• Sixthly, Türkiye should develop pro-
grams aimed at enhancing the capacity 
of Somalia’s public and private sectors. 
Strengthening human resources in edu-
cation, health, and governance areas is 
crucial for achieving the long-term de-
velopment goals of both Somalia and 
the region.

This policy recommendation is a significant 
component of Türkiye’s strategy to support 
sustainable development in Somalia. Devel-
oping the capacity of the public and private 
sectors and strengthening human resources 
in education, health, and governance areas 
play a fundamental role in achieving Soma-
lia’s development goals. This recommenda-
tion represents a comprehensive approach, 
highlighting that long-term development 
can be achieved not only through financial 
support or infrastructure projects but also 
through human capacity development. This 
recommendation can be evaluated from four 
different aspects.

Firstly, a robust education system helps 
young people succeed in the business world 
and innovate, contributing to the country’s 
economic growth. Thus, Türkiye’s support 
for Somalia’s education, including improving 
teacher training, curriculum development, 
and school improvement, will be beneficial.

Secondly, increasing the accessibility and 
quality of health services will raise the gen-
eral welfare of the population and enhance 
economic productivity. As mentioned above, 
in addition to the friendship hospital, Türkiye’s 
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collaboration with Somalia to increase health 

service capacity, strengthen health personnel 

training, and modernise health infrastructure 

will be beneficial.

Thirdly, the development of effective gov-

ernance and institutional capacity is critical 

for the success of development projects. Tür-

kiye’s provision of capacity-building programs 

in public administration, financial manage-

ment, and the rule of law will help strength-

en Somalia’s governance structure. This ap-

proach will also contribute to reducing cor-

ruption and increasing the efficiency of public 

services.

Lastly, encouraging public and private 

sector collaboration by Türkiye will support 

Somalia’s economic development. This in-

cludes developing programs to encourage 

private sector investments, support entrepre-

neurship, and enhance the capacity of local 

businesses.

Therefore, this policy recommendation 
focuses on strengthening human resources 
in education, health, and governance areas, 
which are critical for Somalia’s long-term de-
velopment goals. Türkiye’s collaboration with 
Somalia in these areas will help achieve tangi-
ble and sustainable development outcomes. 
However, the success of such programs will 
depend on analysing local needs and priori-
ties, closely collaborating with local capacity 
and institutions, and adhering to transparency 
and accountability principles in project imple-
mentation.

In conclusion, the “Defence and Economic 
Cooperation Framework Agreement” has the 
potential to further strengthen the strategic 
partnership between Türkiye and Somalia 
and contribute to regional stability. However, 
the success of this cooperation will depend 
on balancing mutual interests, focusing on 
sustainable development goals, and enhanc-
ing cooperation and dialogue at both regional 
and global levels. 



Kaan Devecioğlu

19www.orsam.org.tr

NOTES



20 www.orsam.org.tr

Türkiye and Somalia: A New Cooperation Approach 
from Regional Security to Economic Development317March 2024

ANALYSIS

NOTES



Kaan Devecioğlu

21www.orsam.org.tr



www.orsam.org.tr orsamorgtr


