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Introduction
Far-Right Extremism, with its various forms,
unsurprisingly and in a timely manner, is gathering
more and more attention. However, various conceptualizations as well as variations in the power,
impact, organization, representation and the level
of how “far” their positioning, can in-depth
analysis be needed in order to see the full
spectrum of “radical/populist/extreme right”.
Even here, it is important to note that these frequently interchangeably used terms to address
the phenomenon refer to different ideological
positions rather than highlighting a one-fits-forall conceptualization regarding the rising farright in many countries which will be discussed
in this report. In terms of right-wing movements,
several different tones can be found with different
leanings even though they share one or all of the
key components. These groupings include not
only extreme-right wing political parties but
also subculture groupings, skinheads, militia
groups, white supremacist youth movements,
neo-Nazi online and offline communities etc.
These groups can be “leftover of the fascist era”
either organically or ideologically, emerge as a
result of the effects of capitalism and modernization as in the case of modernisation loser
theory which will be touched upon in the coming
sections, present themselves as the representatives
of the dissidence against the established ruling
elite or as the forerunner of protest politics, and
also act as the epicentre of xenophobic political
and economic discourse.1 Roger Griffin, in The
Nature of Fascism, rightly argues that even
though fascism was defeated in the WWII, its
ideology still persist and surface with the emergence of new political parties and thus it “did
not die with Mussolini and Hitler. Rather, as a
way of challenging consumerism, pluralism and
hedonism” they emerge over and over with different disguises and different forms and tones.2
It is also important to note that even though
some of the groups have direct links with the

fascist past, the rise of extreme right is also a
result of the fall of communism in many countries.
With the emergence of poor social, economic,
and political conditions whereas the elite was
still enjoying comparatively much more access
to states’ resources along with a response to the
communism’s suppression of nationalism for
decades, Eastern European countries also saw
the rise of extreme right wing groups, coupled
with minority questions and Russian minorityrelated concerns as well as a common irritation
about the Roma minorities.3 Alongside genetically-driven racism, some of the “new right”
also moved towards a cultural racism which
rejects pluralism and rather than arguing for a
racial purification, calls for the foreigners to
return to their home countries and regions in
order to secure the purity of the “local culture”.4
There are several main key questions while
studying the phenomenon; the underrepresentation
of far-right-related events in media coverage
(which especially raise concerns when compared
to other forms of radicalism especially in the
case of religiously-motivated radicalism), the
vicious cycle between far-right extremism and
religiously-motivated and ethnic radicalisms in
many countries and at the global level, the need
to address both variations and commonalities of
the “New Right” spectrum in Europe and in the
United States, an evaluation of what social, political and economic reasons have been utilised
by these groupings, either political parties or
subcultural groups, seeing both the importance
of “past” in many groups i.e. Nazism and Fascism,
and also the changing socio-political conditions
playing into the hands of such groups even
without such historical background and references.
In that respect, the report will first discuss the
concepts surrounding the debate and see parallels
and variations. Then it will move to an evaluation
of historical background of the rise of far-right
movements, followed by an effort to have a
comprehensive grasp of the current situation by
focusing on many groups and countries where
orsam.org.tr
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far-right movements are active and mostly getting
stronger. The historical and current underlying
dynamics playing into the hands of far-right
groups will be the main focus of the chapter following this mapping effort. In conclusion, based
on the discussions and data from different countries, the question of how to give a more effective
response to not only such groups but also the
main themes in their discourse needs a closer
look. Becasue not only violence but also this
discourse itself threatens pluralistic composition
of many countries jeopardizing fundamental human rights, the concept of citizenship, equal
access to social services and economic opportunities, the efforts to ensure co-existence and tolerance, and the very basis of the rule of law.

Key Concepts: Understanding the
Tones of and Variations with the
“New Right”
There are several key concepts in the literature
striving for understanding the rise of new right
and its key themes. Populism stands out as a
key feature of many far-right groups as well as
political parties.5 As an anti-elitist and antipluralist notion, this concept of “the people”
however it is defined along ethnic, ideological,
or religious/sectarian lines, refers to the core of
the society which is good, moral, and deserves
to be treated as the “owner” of the state including
its economic and political atmosphere. Whereas
“the people” is taken as a homogenous entity and
thus refuting the
concepts of minority rights and
pluralism, populist discourse
refers to the
elite and the establishment as
“evil and cor-
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rupt”.6 Therefore, while the ruling elite, according
to this discourse, is trying to rule the country
with pluralist ideas, i.e. distributing the wealth
not only among “the people” but also all the
people living there at the expense of “the people”,
they also unfairly treat the “newcomers” politically
and economically, which drives the country to a
decay and causes “the people” to suffer economic
and political consequences of such a policy line.
Within this context not only the way the elite
rule countries, but also the refugee influx and
immigration-related issues are at the core of a
populist discourse.7 With the arrival of “newcomers”, “the locals” lose their jobs, access to
political and social channels, and not less importantly, the “homogeneity” of their culture
and values. Therefore, according to this approach
combined with an anti-immigration attitude,
“newcomers” with different cultural backgrounds,
erode not only the socio-political pattern of the
society but also result in the economic maldistribution of wealth. They are portrayed as free
riders exploiting the wealth of the society accumulated for centuries without contributing to it
and even criminals stealing from it. Social media
and conventional media are frequently used for
disseminating these ideas and this use is intensively
reinforced by disinformation. Since the idea is
that increasing visibility of such news would, in
turn, raise the awareness of the masses and push
them to either vote for and/or join to political
parties, mass movements, subcultural
groups and violent groups, this
visibility component is regarded as a key
recruitment
tool. Since major media outlets are accepted as the tools
of the elite, in-
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creasing reliance on non-mainstream media and
social media is also an important part of this
process. As a result of this attitude towards
mainstream media, online dissemination becomes
a central tactic and it pays off quite well considering the fact that one of the supporters of
populist parties is low political trust not only to
the system and the elite but also, relatedly to the
mainstream media as an extension of the established power politics.8
Another main force behind the rise of farright and a key theme in their discourse is, according to Cas Mudde, nativism which can refer
to the assumption that the locals have the right
to use the land/state where they live far longer
than the newcomers and exists- non-locals are a
threat to the core of the society. As another component of far-right ideology, authoritarianism,
in line with the idea of a homogenous society of
the locals or natives, focuses on a desire to see
the “system” as an homogenous and highly disciplined shape, and the legal regulations to be
harsh against all people, coming with a rejection
of liberal political and economic ideas since
they open up space for “non-natives” at the expense of “native people”. Additional, the mindset
also aims at an authoritarian leadership in which
legitimacy is based on “the people” and their
right to utilise the state’s social, political and
economic wealth and opportunities.9 A strict discourse discarding “political correctness” in order
to utilize anger and fear in the society and an
extensive use of conspiracy theories have also
been some other key tenets of populist and
extreme right groups and political parties.10

Underlying Motivations and The
Dynamics behind the Rise of
Populist and/or Far-Right
Movements
There is a growing literature on the motivations
of the rise of far-right in which xenophobia,

anti-immigrant attitude, economic difficulties of
the “local population”, distrust in state institutions
and the ruling elite are some of the most widely
referred factors. By RAN, key components of
far-right extremism are counted as racism, xenophobia, ultra-nationalism, anti-democratic stance
and a call for a strong state even though not all
groups embrace all of these.11 It is important to
analyse both “supply side” and “demand side”
of the equation to have a comprehensive picture
of the systemic conditions giving rise to radical
right but also of the individual and societal
factors resulting in these people to vote for
and/or support or join far-right or radical right
movements and political parties. Therefore, the
question of who and as a result of what circumstances and changes support these groups is the
major question this section will discuss.
Within this context, as a comprehensive
theory covering most of the above-mentioned
reasons but not all, along with individual and
case/country-driven motivations, modernizationloser theory acts as a valuable causal mechanism.
Betz (1994), Mudde (2007) and Rydgren (2013)
argued that nation-states are decreasingly have
an influence, resulting in the emergence of multi-national and intra-national identities and thus
beneficiaries of the system, damaging the previously established power position of “locals” all
have an impact on the masses, made many of
them “losers of modernization”. As a consequence,
both extreme right and left wing groups are increasingly seen as offering sets of ideas and
values that can offer a way out while immigrant
influx following the economic crisis of 20082009 and the role of EU burden-sharing regulations in the experience of the crisis in many
countries provided the extreme right with an
upper hand.12 In line with that, on account of
social and economic marginalization and inability
for a re-empowerment process, radical right
votes experienced higher margins as argued by
Rydgren and Ruth.13
orsam.org.tr
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Even though referring to circumstances and
motivations for the people to support such groups
as a set of variables that work for each and
every individual in each and every country or
region would be an oversimplification, still there
are some common components of the demand
side of the equation discussed in the literature.
For instance DeClair, based on his study of NF
in France and its supporters, concludes that
younger people tend to vote for such groups
more and this argument is repeated by Givens
and Hainsworth.14 Due to the fact that younger
population have a tendency to be more critical
of the current political and economic structure
as the forerunners of almost every oppositional
movement globally, and that they are mostly
underrepresented in the political and economic
structure, lacking the established connections of
the older generation, it is a valid point to make
that they tend to vote for the parties that are
vocal about changing this and/or join the groups
that adopt a clear anti-establishment stance. Extreme right is also regarded as a response to the
political and economic atmosphere in Europe in
the 1990s when corruption, scandals and patronage
affected many countries at varying degrees of
which Helmut Kohl, Benito Craxi, Mitterand
and Berlusconi was among some key examples.
All in all, this caused discontent among the
public in many countries even though the level
of this discontent had an impact upon the timing
and strength of the emergence of such parties.15
The less trust people have in state institutions
and established political parties, the more they
tend to vote for radical right parties according to
Norris.16 Eurobarometer in 2011 shows that only
21 percent of the Spanish and 26 percent of the
Italian people trust in their national parliament
whereas it is 29 percent of the UK citizens and
31 percent of the French citizens declared so
while in Germany, the percentage is much higher
with 46 percent trusting in their national parliament. The trust in political parties is even lower
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in many these countries ranging between 10
percent to 16 percent.17
The perception of the “foreigners” “stealing
the jobs” from thejob market where these young
people also strive for getting a job is also reinforcing this stance. In addition, Mudde, Declair
and Betz also argue that male voters are dominating the electoral base of these parties. Especially
economic difficulties and the commonly circulated
assumption of the burden primarily on the shoulders of men in households result in male voters’
higher negative perception of the “newcomers”
and their belief in the above-mentioned idea of
losing their “rightful access” to the job market
as the “locals” should have the right to benefit
from the wealth of the state to its fullest extent.
Similarly, lower and mid-level education, resulting
in a hardship in the competitive job market, also
pushes lower and mid-level educated voters/supporters to vote for or support these groups than
people with higher levels of education. Regarding
their sectors, the two groups dominate the electoral
base of radical right parties, namely the blue
collars and self-employed as well as unemployed
people.18 Therefore, effort-intense sectors where
“newcomers” might have to put more effort in
return for lower wages to ensure their comparative
security at the expense of social rights and higher
wages as well as their choice of opening up
small businesses due to language barriers that
might prevent them from more actively engaging
with the labour market cause concerns. Their
very existence is also perceived by the unemployed
as the reason of their own lack of jobs discarding
the possibilities of their own lack of proper or
adequate qualifications and education or their
lack of desire to apply for effort-intense jobs
compared to the “newcomers” who have to strive
much more ambitiously for the maintenance of
their, in most cases, newly acquired safer environment. Within this context, another key concept
is “welfare chauvinism” which refers to the idea
that the welfare of the society is the birth right
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of the “real owners” of the “land”, or “locals”
and foreigners should not be allowed to get a
share at the expense of them since they or their
descendants did not contribute to the accumulation
of it over centuries.19 With the higher birth rates
immigrant have in many countries, “le grand replacement”,20 or the discourse of great replacement
about which a recent ISD study identified around
1.5 million tweets in English, French and German
between 2012 and 2019,21 referring to a gradual
transformation of cultural and ethnic composition
with higher levels of birth-rates of immigrants
compared to the “locals”, resonated more and
more, coupling with this welfare chauvinism,
and even found its way to manifestos of extreme-right wing terrorists like Brenton Tarrant.

The Elephant in the Room: The
Impact of Migration on the
Populist Far-Right Discourse and
Support
Migration has been part of human history
since antiquity. It is defined as “a process of
moving, either across an international border,
or within a State.” 22 People have long migrated
from continent to continent and from country to
country or migrated internally within the same
country. When people migrate, they bring their
culture, identity, tradition, and languages to the
new place. Therefore, migration is not just a
process of moving or crossing a border, but
rather a process of social change that affects all
aspects of the lives of those involved.23 Movements
of people change those living in host communities.
In this context, migration has led to the erosion
of traditional boundaries between languages,
cultures, ethnic group, and nation-states.24 It became a key reason for the cultural transformation
of nations and the creation of new multi-cultural
structures. Migration has an important place in
human history, culture, and civilizations, and
can be analyzed by multiple disciplines, including
Law, Political Science, Sociology, and Anthro-

pology. The field of immigration research is
broadly interested in understanding why people
migrate across international borders or within
states, and what the consequences of migration
are for the individuals involved, as well as
societies they enter in and leave behind.25 In
some European countries, more than one in five
residents were not born in the country where
they live, while the economies of many non-European countries are dependent on the money
that migrants send back.26 As a result, this phenomenon has affected many societies as well as
human life.
Mass cross-border migration refers to the migration of large groups of people from one geographical area to another.27 Migration has changed
history and fascinated social scientists, historians,
and economists. Throughout history, mass migration transformed the racial, ethnic, and linguistic
composition of areas.28 There are many historical
examples illustrating this phenomenon. To illustrate, the map of Europe is the product of
several major migrations involving Germanic
peoples, Slavs, and Turks.29 European diversity
has arisen from migration from former colonial
countries and the presence of different cultural
groups on national territories, such as Wallonian
and Flemish populations in Belgium, or Finnish,
Swedish-speaking and native Sami populations
and in Finland.30 Much later, migration from
Europe to the Americas, Australia, and parts of
Africa gathered pace in the 18th and early 19th
centuries, leading to the European domination
over those regions. Whereas the mass migration
of Europeans affected other regions, Europe was
shaped by human movement across the continent.
These examples show that migration has long
existed in history. While some migration resulted
in the destruction of native cultures, people have
migrated in groups and as individuals to trade,
escape persecution, repressions, war and conflict,
leave behind hunger and poverty, and find new
economic opportunities and employment. As a
orsam.org.tr
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result, migration has offered hope to the migrants
escaping undesirable conditions, ranging from
political repression to the lack of economic opportunities over the centuries.

European Union member state in 2017, only 1.3
million of whom are citizens of a different European country.36 It seems that Europe has become
a destination for migrants from around the world.

A Brief Historical Background:
Immigration Waves After The
Second World War

With the arrival of mass migration in Europe,
Europe had to overcome many difficulties in
managing of the waves of mass migration.
Cultural conflicts, economic crises, political demands of immigrants, ghettoization, and hostility
towards newcomers from 1950 until now have
been among the leading problems requiring immediate solutions.37 To confront this crisis, European institutions have developed many rules
and norms regulating human mobility since the
1950s. This period of liberalization of migration
policies occurred between the 1950s and the
1980s. Flows of workers from Southern Europe,
North Africa and Ireland to Western and Central
Europe occurred under a regime of bilateral
agreements to help solve the labor demands of
Western and Central European economies.38 The
years between 1970 and 1990 marked the end of
guest-worker programs resulting in the permanent
settlement of immigrant workers triggering family
reunifications especially from North Africa and
Turkey.39 The 1990s highlighted a rise in asylum
seekers from the former Yugoslavia seeking
refuge in Western Europe. Europe moved to introduce tougher border controls from 1990.
During the 2000s, European countries started to
see the issue of immigrants from a security perspective. Since the early 2000s, there is rising
xenophobia in Europe. Geopolitical unrest in
the Middle East and North Africa increased the
number of people from those regions seeking
asylum in Europe.40 9/11, the 2008 global economic crisis, and the wave of Syrian refugees to
Europe led to a rise in xenophobia against immigrants and refugees.41 A spate of terrorist
attacks in Europe has also exacerbated hate
speech against migrants and refugees.42 Especially,
Muslim newcomers worried about being regarded
as threats to society.43 Europeans held migrants

It is believed migration flows have become
more concentrated over the past half-century,
migrants move increasingly from one region to
another and the origins and destinations have
become more diverse.31 Over the past half century, armed conflicts, large-scale natural disasters, and economic inequalities pushed people
to search for a better life, making migration volumes increase. According to the International
Migration Stock 2017 database published by
UN, the share of international migrants in proportion to the world’s population has remained
relatively stable over the past half-century at 2.2
to 3.5 percent of the world population.32 However,
the estimated number of international migrants
worldwide increased as global population has
exponentially increase. After World War Two,
Europe went from being a continent that for
centuries had been a source of migrants to being
a continent that was a destination of migrants.33
The post-World War Two era gradually marked
the changing nature of international migration.
The UN International Migrant Report in 2017
documented that the share of international
migrants living in high-income countries slightly
increased over recent decades.34 Many countries
in Western Europe began attracting high numbers
of workers from abroad and now have sizeable
immigrant populations, from other European
countries and from other continents. Even though
Western countries accepted their early migrants
from southern Europe, by the beginning of 1970s
immigrants mostly came from developing Asian,
African, and Middle Eastern countries.35 According
to Eurostat, 4.4 million people immigrated to a
Report No:8
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responsible for unemployment, lower wages,
and the surge of terror attacks. The political atmosphere across Europe led to the proliferation
of anti-Muslim rhetoric and right-wing policies.
Across Europe, the failure to fully integrate
newcomers empowered far-right parties. As a
result, there has been a rise of far-right wing
movements with an increase of votes for farright parties in local and national elections.44 In
Europe, it is apparent that policy-makers should
increase their efforts to prevent far-right extremism
by adopting new anti-discrimination legislation,
enforcing policies against hate speech, and supporting efforts to build trust between communities
by increasing inter-community dialogue with
the aid of civil society organizations.

a) Migration from the Second World
War to 1973
From the second half of the 20th century to
the present, developments of European migration
policy were mainly linked to economic developments, demographic changes across Europe
and the processes of European integration and
enlargement.45 Steady economic growth, employment-related migration, and the reconstruction
of Europe characterized the period between 1950
to 1973. The war resulted in millions of deaths
and forced vast numbers of people to flee racial
and political persecution by totalitarian regimes,
which damaged European economies. After the
war, the main economic strategy adopted by the
developed countries concentrated on post-war
investment and increasing production.46 This
strategy was also partly aided by the Marshall
Plan, an American initiative to aid Western
Europe following the devastation of World War
II, which rebuilt the European economy.47 However, European development resulted in increasing
sectoral shortages of low skilled labor.48 Following
the war, native workers in Western Europe were
increasingly educated with growing possibilities
in getting white-collar employment in the growing

economies.49 Those with higher education were
no longer willing to work in low-skilled sectors
such as cleaning, catering, caring, construction,
agricultural work, and semi-skilled jobs. Increased
educational levels resulted in a decreasing domestic labor supply for such jobs.50 Therefore,
the European economy strategy after Second
World War required migrants from developing
countries.
During this period, several Western European
governments started to recruit large numbers of
low-skilled workers from peripheral countries.
Several European countries signed bilateral labor
migration agreements to encourage economic
migration.51 The industrial core of Western
Europe such as Germany, northern Italy, Switzerland, Austria, France, the Netherlands, and the
UK recruited large numbers of migrant workers
from Southern and Eastern Europe, Turkey, and
the Middle East.52 Germany, for example, started
to recruit workers from Turkey.53 France and
Belgium imported workers from former French
colonies such as Morocco, Algeria, Senegal and
Mali.54 As European economies flourished and
job opportunities continued to grow, more immigrants joined those economies. Thus, migration
to Europe and within Europe increased rapidly.
Following World War Two, the UN 1951
Refugee Convention, one of the first international
agreements recognizing the international scope
of the refugee problem, was ratified by several
European countries in response to the refugee
crisis.55 The convention defines the term ”refugee”
as someone who has been forced to flee his or
her country because of persecution, war or violence. The convention also outlines the rights of
the displaced, as well as the legal obligations of
states to protect refugees.56 Western countries
especially Italy and Austria accepted nearly
800,000 refugees including former inmates of
the Nazi German concentration camps and those
from Eastern Europe and other war-ravaged arorsam.org.tr
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eas.57 Because the original convention included
geographic limitations, only those fleeing because
of “events occurring in Europe” could be given
refugee status.58 The 1967 protocol removed
these temporal and geographical limitations from
the convention. Most European countries ratified
early the 1951 convention without any geographical limitation.59 A few countries, namely
France, Portugal, Italy, Luxembourg, and the
Holy See adopted the broader definition later.60
While at the end of that period, many migrants,
especially Eastern and Southern Europeans, returned to their home countries, others, especially
from the former colonies and refugees, stayed
in Western countries mainly for economic reasons,
such as searching for improved living conditions
abroad.61 In the period between 1950 and 1973,
Western Europe became a prime target for immigration and refugees. During the period, Europeans generally viewed international migration
positively because of its economic benefits for
both the host countries and source countries.62
Until the end of the Second World War, most
migration in Europe was intra-European or was
emigration from Europe and aided European
economic growth.

Report No:8

b) Migration From The Oil Crisis of
1973-1974 To The End Of 1980s
During the oil crisis of 1973–1974, the oil
supply disruption led to large price increases
and a worldwide energy crisis, where many
businesses shuttered due to the sudden increase
of oil prices leading to unprecedented shocks to
the European economy. The oil crisis created a
recruitment freeze and the onset of a series of
economic recessions within the region that lasted
far into the 1980s.63 The crisis gave impetus for
economic restructuring and reduced the need
for labor across the Europe.64 Whereas the fallout
from the 1973-1974 Oil Crisis led to particularly
high unemployment, many foreign migrants
stayed unemployed. Unlike the 1950s and 1960s,
the developed countries implemented restrictions
on immigration to reduce migration flows into
their countries in response to the fewer job opportunities.65 European governments provided
incentives for unemployed migrant workers to
leave. Whereas migrant policies varied from
country to country across the region, their aims
were to stop foreign labor recruitment and prevent
immigrants from coming to Europe.66 Switzerland
and Sweden were the first European countries
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to have restrictive immigration policies, respectively, in 1970 and 1972.67 They were followed
by Germany in 1973 and the Benelux countries
and France in 1974.68 However, those policies
were not enough to stop migration. The number
of migrants from non-European countries kept
rising across Europe through family reunification
policies and natural growth of migrant populations
during this period.69 Family reunification and
family formation, considered a fundamental right
anchored in Article 19 of the European Social
Charter of 1961,70 became the migrant’s new
main route to enter Europe. Many migrants from
non-European countries who came under labor
recruitment agreements were already settled and
started to bring their families to Europe.71 Marriages between second-generation immigrants
became another factor for the growth of migrant
populations in Europe.72 Both family reunification
and new marriages between second-generation
immigrants explained the increase in the number
of migrants in Europe’s total population during
the economic recessions.
The perception of the residing migrant populations also changed during this period. Most
migrant workers from Southern European countries, contrary to migrants from non-European
countries, returned to their countries of origin
because of unemployment or lower earnings.73
Whereas during the period between 1950 and
1970 when European migrants were the most
numerous, the share of non-European migrant
populations significantly grew during the years
of the crisis.74 Migration did not only become a
significant part of the economy but also one of
the main national political debates during the
recessions. The economic recession fueled hostility, racism, and xenophobia against foreign
workers.75 As migrant populations grew, mainstream and opposition politicians, both left-wing
and right-wing, used anti-immigrant rhetoric.
The severe economic crisis perpetuated growing
anti-migrant sentiment in European countries

such as France. For example, France’s Front
National acquired considerable support for its
simple message that “two million unemployed
is two million immigrants too many”.76 This
highlighted the revival of far-right movements,
which become more and more widespread, demanding the need for adequate integration policies
for Europe. At the end of the period, nonEuropean migrant numbers kept rising, through
family reunification policies despite the stop of
foreign workers programs.

c) Migration From Early 1990s to the
2008 Financial Crisis
In the 1990s, war refugees reappeared in Europe and the patterns of migration to and within
Europe restarted. The end of the Cold War
created new flows of asylum seekers to Western
Europe. The fall of the Berlin Wall in 1989 signaled collapse of the Soviet Union and the rest
of the Communist Warsaw Pact.77 These developments led to an influx of asylum seekers to
Western Europe from the Central and Eastern
Europe.78 During the Cold War, Eastern and
Western Europe had diverging policies concerning
migration and refugee movements.79 Before
1989, Western Europe became more ethnically
diverse with the influx of large numbers of migrants mainly from the Middle East, East Europe
and their former colonies. By contrast, the Soviet
Bloc countries closed their borders.80 During
the Cold War, emigration from Communist European countries to Western Europe was restricted
due to the closed borders policy in Communist
countries. Following the fall of the Berlin Wall,
arrivals from Central and Eastern Europe steadily
increased. The Yugoslav Wars from 1991 to
1995 led to the breakup of the Yugoslavia,
causing the largest forced migrations in Europe
since the immediate aftermath of the Second
World War.81 Some 4.6 million people left, and
at least 600,000 fled to Western and Southern
Europe.82 In the heart of Europe, over 1.2 million
orsam.org.tr
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victims of these conflicts sought refuge in Croatia,
Serbia, Montenegro, Slovenia and the Former
Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia.83 Following
the break-up of Yugoslavia in 1990-91, fighting
and ethnic cleansing in Croatia and Bosnia drove
refugees to other parts of Europe.84 Between
1991 and 1993, nearly 400,000 Albanians entered
Greece and Italy legally, but, mostly through
illegal routes.85 Similarly, the recent ethnic
conflict in Kosovo has driven thousands of
people from Kosovo to other European countries.86
Eastern European countries such as Ukraine,
Albania, Romania, the former Yugoslavia and
the Baltic republics emerged as new sources of
migrants to Western Europe. With European
East-West migration, traditional source countries,
such as Italy, Spain, Portugal, Hungary and
Greece, became destination countries, with migration to these countries increasing since the
beginning of the 1990s.87 These developments
coincided with European integration process
leading to the establishment of the Schengen
Area.88 The European integration process had
significant effects on migration in Europe. The
1992 Maastricht Treaty, which considerably reduced borders, eased intra-EU movements. Citizens of European Union member countries are
legally entitled to move freely within the EU
area. At the same time, the treaty made entrance
into the EU difficult with reinforcement of border
controls and visa regulations.89 Non-European
migration is strictly regulated. Consequently,
during this period, migration patterns changed
towards a European integration centered process.

d) Migration From the 2008 Global
Economic Crisis to the 2012 Refugee
Crisis
The Financial Crisis of 2008 marked the end
of rapid economic growth and EU expansion.90
At the same time, it led to decreasing migration
within and to the EU. The recession began in
the United States in 2008 and continued to affect
Report No:8

the U.S. and the global economy for many years.
In Europe, the Financial Crisis of 2008 transformed into a sovereign debt crisis, also referred
to as the European debt crisis. It resulted in a severe GDP decline and a spike in unemployment
for several Eurozone countries.91 The European
debt crisis started in 2009 when the world
realized Greece could default on its debt.92 In
three years, Portugal, Italy, Ireland, and Spain
failed to repay their government debt or needed
to bail out over-indebted banks.93 During the
economic downturn, foreign migrants were the
most vulnerable category of workers; many
foreign migrants stayed unemployed across the
Europe. European countries heavily affected by
the crisis such as Greece and Italy, embraced a
range of policies to suppress the inflow of
migrants and encourage their departure.94 Besides
these economic costs, the crash in 2008 and the
subsequent European sovereign debt crisis dealt
a severe blow to Western political systems, triggering major political disruptions.95 It led to the
reemergence of political populism. The longstanding two-party systems in France and Spain
were toppled; long-ruling parties saw their vote
share drop to single digits.96 Right-wing populist
parties gained ground and succeed in entering
parliaments and, in some cases, government.
This is because the economic downturn influenced
the rise of extremist and far-right parties across
Europe. Right-wing parties have influenced policies and discussions about immigration. They
often choose provocative rhetoric and suggest
migrants are a threat to national culture.97 For
example, in Portugal, the National Renovator
Party, an ultra-nationalist political party, often
used the slogan ‘Portugal for the Portuguese’
and targeted migrants as a burden on the European
economy.98 Right-wing populists often scapegoat
immigrants and refugees to further their ideas.
European mainstream media and online mediums also helped foster negative public perceptions
of immigration by making immigrants into scape-
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goats for issues such as unemployment.99 The
media played a significant role in shaping negative
attitudes towards migrants. European media
often used an unfriendly and xenophobic language
when reporting on migrant issues. A 2012 report
by the European Commission on Racism and
Intolerance (ECRI) found that in Denmark, social
media often concentrated on negative incidents,
such as migrants taking part in illegal activities
and portraying migrants and Roma negatively.100
As well as migrants, refugees, and asylum
seekers, Muslim and Jewish communities were
vulnerable to racism in Denmark.101
The economic crisis perpetuated growing
anti-migrant sentiment across Europe. Such sentiments led to harsher views on migration and
government policies against migrants. For example, in Greece where people struggled with
high unemployment rates and austerity measures
affecting the economy, migrants became unable
to access some public services, pushing them
into isolation.102 Civil society organizations in
Greece struggled to defend the rights of migrants
due to limited funding and threats of assault
from anti-migrant groups such as Golden Dawn,
a right-wing extremist party that incites hatred

and violence against migrants.103 According to
Amnesty International report in 2012, in certain
incidents police forces allowed assaults on migrants orchestrated by Golden Dawn.104 Similarly,
in Portugal nationalist political parties gained
ground after the crisis, making assaults against
immigrants tolerated. According to the report of
the European Anti-Poverty Network (EAPN) on
Migration in 2015, there were 89 complaints of
racial discrimination in 2010, and 111 in 2011
and only two were punished with fines in Portugal
according to High Commission for Immigration
and Intercultural Dialogue.105 It is apparent that
the economic crisis led to European countries
scapegoating migrants for high unemployment
and economic problems. Migrants across the
EU were often subjected to racism and xenophobia.
The rise of extreme right-wing political
parties was evident in the election results of European countries. For example, in Austria, the
Freedom Party, a right-wing extremist party, improved its vote share from 11.0% in 2006 to
20.5% in 2013.106 The Austrian economic crisis
and xenophobia were the reasons why the
Freedom Party had a massive increase in vote
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share. The Freedom Party, founded by ex SS officers after World War Two has always been a
party built on hate and therefore, xenophobia
played an important role in their election. Whereas
the far-right Danish People’s Party went from
13.8% in 2007 to 21.1% in 2015, the populist
Norwegian Progress Party reached an all-time
high in 2009 with 22.9% and became part of the
government coalition one year later.107 The
success of right-wing populist parties across
Eastern Europe followed similar patterns. For
example, the Hungarian Fidesz party re-entered
government in 2010, after their vote share had
increased to a record 53.7% in 2007.108 These
examples show that there has been a rise of farright wing movements with an increase of votes
for far-right parties across the Europe.

e) Migration since the Syrian
Refugee Crisis
Defined as one of the worst humanitarian
crises in modern history, the 2011 Syrian Civil
War beginning in 2011 resulted in more than
500,000 casualties, including the deaths of over
20,000 children.109 In eight years of war, more
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than 13 million people required humanitarian
assistance, of which around 6.6 million people
are internally displaced within Syria, and over
5.6 million people have fled Syria seeking safety
in Lebanon, Turkey, Jordan and beyond.110 In a
country of approximately 22 million people, this
number represents over half of the country’s
pre-war population.111 Among neighboring countries, Turkey hosts the largest number of registered
Syrian refugees. With close to 4 million refugees,
Turkey is home to the world’s largest refugee
population.112 Over one million Syrians also
have sought refuge in EU member states by the
end of 2016.113 Of EU countries, Germany hosted
around 700,000 Syrian applicants for asylum.114
The influx of refugees and migrants entering the
EU mostly came through the Western Balkans,
primarily via the Republic of North Macedonia
and Serbia.115 However, in August 2015 an unprecedented influx of Syrians led many European
countries to change their policies unilaterally
either by attempting to block irregular entry to
their territory or by facilitating rapid transit
across it.
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The EU implemented dozens of border security
efforts and attempts to control new arrivals. It
made arrangements with third countries to prevent
refugees and migrants from reaching Europe.
First, the EU and Turkey signed an agreement
on March 2016 to send back to Turkey migrants
who did not apply for asylum or whose claim
was rejected.116 Later, in June 2016, the EU introduced the Migration Partnership Framework
which aimed to prevent illegal migration and
enhance cooperation on repatriation and readmission of irregular migrants, as well as increasing
investments in partner countries.117 The EU implemented this framework with many priority
countries of origin and transit, namely Mali,
Nigeria, Niger, Senegal, and Ethiopia.118 According
to this framework, those nations would prevent
people from leaving for Europe and allow for
the repatriation of irregular migrants. After the
implementation of the Migration Partnership
Frameworks, smuggling networks were dismantled
and irregular arrivals to Europe were the lowest
level in 5 years.119 It seems that new policies
helped the number of refugees and migrants arriving in Europe fall dramatically in recent years.
However, Europe still struggles with managing
the recent waves of refugees and the resulting
increase in far-right movements.

The Most Illustrative Cases of FarRight, Populist Right, New Right
Groups: Different Tones, Common
Themes and their Emergence and
Rise
The surge of refugees into Europe features in
the anti-immigrant rhetoric of European rightwing parties. After the 2012 refugee crisis, xenophobic sentiment has increased across the continent, far-right and populist parties have increasingly gained ground. EU member states have
called for national solutions rather than EU solidarity.120 It seems Europe’s racist, nationalist,
and xenophobic underbelly showed during the

latest wave of Syrian refugees. There is a notable
rise in support for racist, anti-Islamic, and antiimmigrant parties in many European countries.
Among the far-right parties in Europe, the nationalist, anti-immigration, and anti-EU French
National Front became prominent. Marine Le
Pen’s far-right party rode a wave of nationalist
sentiment to win the most votes in the French
European Parliament elections in 2014, finishing
first with 24.86% of the vote with 24 of France’s
74 seats.121 Alternative for Germany in Germany,
Jobbik in Hungary, Golden Dawn in Greece, Freiheitliche Partei Österreichs in Austria, and the
Finns in Finland parties are successful far-right
parties in Europe. Even in Nordic countries- traditionally a stronghold of social democracy –
anti-immigrant and far-right parties including
Swedish Democrats in Sweden, the Danish People’s Party in Denmark, the Progress Party in
Norway, and the Finns in Finland party attracted
increasing numbers of voters. Especially Finns
and the Progress Party both became parties in
the government for the first time following the
2013 Norwegian election and the 2015 Finnish
election.122
The success of far-right Eurosceptic parties,
including the French Front National, the Danish
People’s Party, the Hungarian Jobbik, the Austrian
FPÖ, the Finns, Alternative for Germany, the
Greek Golden Dawn, Freedom Party of Netherlands, Sweden Democrats and the UK Independent
Party marked the May 2014 European Parliament
elections. The 2014 European Parliament (EP)
election resulted in the rise of a populist rightwing bloc and gains for parties ranging from
populist to neo-Nazi. Former French Socialist
Prime Minister Manuel Valls called the victory
of far-right in the 2014 European elections, “a
shock, an earthquake all responsible leaders
must respond to”.123 Chancellor Angela Merkel
described the far-right victories as, “remarkable
and regrettable”.124 Centrist blocs in many EU
countries lost seats in the European parliament.125
orsam.org.tr

15

16

The Rise of Far-Right: Key Themes, Motivations and Mapping

THE RESULTS FOR MAIN FAR-RIGHT IN 2014 AND 2019 EUROPEAN ELECTIONS
(VOTES AND SEATS)
Percentage of Vote
COUNTRY

Number of Seats

FAR-RIGHT PARTY
2009

2014

2019

2009

2014

2019

12.71

19.72

17.20

2

4

3

AUSTRIA

Austrian Freedom Party (FPÖ)

BELGIUM

Flemish Interest (VB)

9.85

4.26

11.68

2

1

3

DENMARK

Danish People’s Party (DF)

14.8

26.6

10.76

2

4

1

FINLAND

Finns Party (PS)

9.8

12.90

13.80

1

2

2

FRANCE

National Front (FN) – National Rally

6.3

25.0

23.31

3

24

22

Alternative for Germany (AFD)

_

7.10

11

_

7

11

German National Democratic Party (NPD)

_

1.0

0.30

_

1

0

Golden Dawn (XA)

_

9.4

4.88

_

3

2

GERMANY

GREECE
HUNGARY

FIDESZ – KDNP

56.36

51.48

52.14

14

12

13

Movement for a Better Hungary (Jobbik)

14.77

14.67

6.44

3

3

1

10.2

6.2

34.33

9

5

28

16.97

13.2

3.53

4

4

0

_

1.57

6.21

0

3

3.27

9.7

15.34

0

2

3

16

26.77

3.21

13

24

0

ITALY

Northern League (LN) – Lega Nord

NETHERLANDS

Party for Freedom (PVV)

SPAIN

VOX

SWEEDEN

Sweden Democrats (SD)

UNITED KINGDOM

United Kingdom Independence Party(UKIP)

_

Sources: http://www.europarl.europa.eu/elections2014-results/en/election-results-2009.html,
http://www.europarl.europa.eu/elections2014-results/en/country-results-es-2014.html and https://election-results.eu

The right-wing and nationalist parties substantially increased their number of European
Parliament seats in 2019. Italian, French, and
Hungarian far-right parties won the plurality of
their country’s seats. Italy’s Matteo Salvini’s
far-right party topped Italy’s EU election polls
and become the biggest winner among the farright.126 Salvini said that voters had given the
League “a historic mission” and that the EU
would be forced to change.127 France’s RassemReport No:8

blement Nationale (National Rally) topped the
polls in France, defeating President Emmanuel
Macron.128 Salvini’s close ally National Rally
leader, Marine Le Pen, described her party’s
success as a historic moment.129 The far-right
made also strong gains in Belgium and Sweden,
but did worse, in Denmark, Netherlands, and
Greece when compared to 2014. Far-right, antiimmigration, and Eurosceptic parties have appeared as new and powerful political actors.
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The majority of them unite over anti-EU, antiimmigration, and Islamophobic policies.
The latest European Parliament elections of
May 2019 showed the increasing visibility and
strength of the far-right movements thanks to
increasing welfare chauvinism in the face of
influx and perception of “newcomers’ damage”.
Even though European Parliament elections does
not offer a comprehensive picture of those groups’
support at home due to low turnout rates around
40 percent, lower thresholds for the parties
running for European Parliament (i.e. opening
up space for anti-establishment parties) and people’s tendency to vote for more non-mainstream
parties in EP elections (either due to give a message to them or the tendency of more politicized
parts of the society to bother to vote for EP elections if not both), it is still important to see their
gradual rise in the EP, too, which would, in turn
provide these groups with much higher levels of
visibility. The far-right Europe of Nations and

Freedom Group (ENF) increased its seats from
37 to 58, making the biggest gains compared to
other groups in the European Parliament in May,
2019 elections. The group enjoys participation
from the Netherlands, Italy, France, Belgium,
the UK, Germany, and Poland. The group was
re-named and got stronger after Salvini decided
to re-name the group as Identity and Democracy
Group, which with new members, reached an
ambitious 73 MEPs out of 751 EP MEPs, putting
the group in the fifth place.
On the other hand, white supremacists, farright terrorists, and extreme right-wing attackers
became a more and more widely discussed topic
in the meantime. Whereas lone actor attacks are
one of the central methods used by these groups,
based on Louis R. Beam’s “Leaderless Resistance”, several organized groups also exist in the
extreme right-wing arena such as the National
Action in the UK, Death Squad and the Hungarian
Arrows National Liberation Army in Hungary,
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and Combat 18 in Germany. Nevertheless, historically, lone actor attacks have been the main
tactical tool for extreme-right wing groups.
One of the early examples and one of the
most sensational attacks in that regard was
carried out by Timothy McVeigh and his two
accomplices who attacked the Alfred P. Murrah
Federal Building in Oklahoma City after McVeigh
was significantly inspired by the famous extreme-right novel The Turner Diaries. The attack
killed 168 people and left more than 600 injured,
making one of the deadliest attacks in the history
of the US. In 2009, Ian Davison, a British neoNazi and his son were arrested for planning a
chemical attack using ricin in the name of the
right-wing terror group Aryan Strike Force. The
wakeup call which unfortunately did not wake
up the international community to a great extent
was the Breivik attack. In 2011, Norwegian
white supremacist Andres Behring Breivik killed
77 people in a bomb attack in Oslo, coupled
with a mass shooting in Utoya. In 2012, this
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time, Michael Page in the US, carried out an
attack in Wisconsin Sikh Temple where 6 people
were killed and four people wounded. Similarly,
in 2015, Dylan Roof killed 9 people in his attack
at the Emanuel African Methodist Episcopal
Church in South Carolina. Additionally, far-right
terrorists are gradually getting more and more
inspired by other far-right terrorists’ activities
and becoming more and more vocal about this.
For instance, while Christchurch attacker referred
to Breivik, attackers of the Aztec High School
shooting and Olympia Mall shooting in Munich
corresponded directly, and the terrorists who
carried out Umpqua Community College shooting,
Aztec High School shooting, Toronto van attack
and Christchurch attack made online statements
supporting the terrorist who carried out the Isla
Vista massacre. The terror attack carried out by
Brenton Tarrant in New Zealand on March,15
2019 has claimed the lives of 51 Muslims at Al
Noor Mosque and Linwood Avenue Mosque in
Christchurch. Tarrant’s manifesto uploaded online
clearly shows that the attack is an extreme right-
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wing one with a quite explicit Islamophobia involved. With the background music of his video
which is a marching anthem of the Serbian Chetniks during the Bosnian War references were
made to the siege of Vienna and John Hunyadi
along with the Word “Turcofagos” among the
many lines written on the terrorist’s rifle. Resonating the “great replacement theory”, his manifesto also had sections on the “birthrates”. According to him, since Europe is getting weaker
and older due to low birthrates, if they cannot
return to “replacement levels”, Europe will
“spiral into decay” even if all non-Europeans
are deported. And thus, he saw his attack as a
way of “waking the Westerners up” against this
“danger”.
With the enabling effect of the internet,
these groups can more actively communicate
with each other and within themselves. Stormfront.com, founded in 1995 has been the most
well-known online gathering point for such
groups. Info. International Network, Aryan

Liberty Net and the White Aryan Resistance
Net were the predecessors of Storm. Net, formed
in the mid-1980s.130 While social media and
online forums provide “safer” areas to communicate with like-minded individuals and disseminate the group’s message within “echo-chambers”,
also trans-nationalization of extreme right is becoming a more worrisome concept in time. For
instance, transnational neo-Nazi groups such as
the Racial Volunteer Force and Combat 18 not
only emerged also thanks to these new tools, but
also even hold meetings with similar people and
groups in order to build a transnational “front”
of white supremacists.131 The websites studied
by Caiani and Parenti in several European countries as well as the United States offer a commonality in terms of hate speech. For instance,
40 percent of the websites have “hate symbols”
such as swastikas, burning crosses or gladios as
well as photos of Mussolini and Hitler and the
flags from the German Reich and fascist Italy.
Relatedly, Caiani and Parenti’s data shows that
the extreme-right groups do not only have
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“events” section on their websites, but highlighting
the connections among each other and the effort
to make this “front” a transnational one, more
than 10 percent of the websites studied in that
research have the event calendar for other farright groups, too.132 The Global Terrorism Database
shows almost 350 white supremacist terror attacks
between 2011 and 2017 in Europe, North America
and Australia. Almost one fourth of the white
extremist attacks in Europe targeted Muslims
and mosques, witnessing a dramatic rise since
2015 with the rising xenophobia and Islamophobia
after the “Syrian refugees” issue became a daily
political debate and refugee shelters and migrants
are targeted more and more each year after
2015.133 Arie Perliger from CTC counts 4420
violent incidents carried out by right-wing extremists between 1990 and 2012 which claimed
the lives of 670 people and left 3053 people injured. Christopher Hewitt argues that in the US,
white supremacism accounted for 51.6 percent
of terrorism-related killings between 1954 and
2000. Attacks carried out by religiously motivated
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groups also contribute to this picture significantly.
For instance, whereas in the US right-wing terrorism and Islamophobic hate crimes jumped
1600 percent after 9/11 attacks, after 7/7 attacks
in London, in the UK, right-wing violence against
Muslims experienced a six-fold increase and
after the Charlie Hebdo attack in 2015, France
witnessed an almost 300 percent rise.134 Between
1990 and 2015, according to Castelli Gattinara
who uses Right-Wing Terrorism and Violence
(RTV) dataset, in Western Europe, 190 deadly
attacks by extreme-right wing groups even before
the influx of the Syrian refugees claimed the
lives of 303 people.135
According to Koehler and Sweeney and
Perliger, one of the reasons behind the rise of
extreme right violence is the failure of the authorities to properly label and punish such acts
which encourages future acts due to the low risk
of being caught and being punished by terrorism-related laws which mean much softer punishments.136
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Germany
In Germany, as a consequence of the Nazi
past, a 5 percent threshold was set, and the idea
has been that “there is nothing to the right of the
CSU but a wall”. Nevertheless, economic burden-sharing debates within the EU, Greek economic crisis, 2008-9 global economic crisis and
the Syrian refugees question have all contributed
to the emergence of new actors “beyond the
wall”.
In the German context, one of the key actors
within the Far-Right is undoubtedly the radical
right political party, Alternative für
Deutschland/Alternative for Germany (AfD).
The party is established in 2013, just before the
influx of Syrian refugees as in the cases of many
other countries discussed, which is important in
order to see the already existing dynamics and
motivations at work before the refugees became
a major concern and a key theme in far-right
discourse. Rather, AfD’s emergence can primarily
be explained by a strict Euroscepticism and a
rejection to Germany’s financial efforts to “fix”
the impact of the European debt crisis. Emphasising the need to prioritise Germany and the
German people, the group in time, and unsurprisingly in the aftermath of the refugee influx,
adopted a strict attitude towards asylum-seekers
and immigrants and defended a much stricter
legal regulations with respect to them. In 2013
elections, the AfD got 4.7 percent of votes which
is striking since it was the political party’s first
election but still it was under the threshold. The
populist part, however, could get 7 percent and
seven seats in the 2014 European Parliament
election. The AfD could benefited from concerns
about migration and distrust of the EU in the
2014 European elections whereas German chancellor Angela Merkel’s center-right European
People’s Party saw their support drop 7% in the
2014 European election compared with the election five years prior.137 In the following three
elections for the regional parliaments in East

Germany same year, the vote share of the party
was between 10 to 12 percent whereas it could
surpass the 5 percent threshold in West Germany,
too. In spite of the split within the party in 2015
when transatlantic-neoliberal group led by Bernd
Lucke was defeated, the party could sustain its
position to a large extent thanks to the rise of
refugee-related debates. Birth-rates and immigrant
influx have gradually attracted higher levels of
attention, not only after AfD’s rise but also
before it, as in the case of Thilo Sarazzin’s Germany Abolishes Itself’s climbing up to the bestsellers list with arguments about the high fertility
rates of immigrants which could, according to
Sarazzin, cause disintegration of Germany in
time. Besides benefitting from this discourse,
first the Greek economic crisis and the German
“burden” -i.e. European Stability Mechanism,
and then the Syrian civil war helped AfD to
expand its electoral base. Following its emergence
as a political force in EP elections in 2014,
refugees arrival to Germany in 2015 reinforced
the party’s electoral base and in the national
election of 2017, it significantly increased its
vote share from 4.7 in 2013 to 12.6 percent.138
In the 2017 election, the AfD entered the federal
parliament for the first time with 12.6% of the
vote and 94 seats, winning over voters with its
populist anti-immigration and anti-Islam stance.139
Along with the vote share which is impressive
in itself, more importantly, the party is now
Germany’s third-largest party and the largest
opposition party in the federal parliament.
With AfD’s success in 2014 especially in
East Germany, same year, first demonstrations
of right-wing extremists in Cologne and Pegida
(Patriotic Europeans against the Islamisation of
the Western World) marches in Dresden started
and Dresden marches even took a traditional
form, repeating every Monday and even reaching
as many as 20,000 participants.140
In the 2019 European Parliament election,
Alternative for Germany received 10.8 percent
orsam.org.tr
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of the vote and won 11 seats. With its anti-European platform, the party opposed all centralizing
moves in the EU and sought to pull the country
out of EU.141 With a Eurosceptic policy, the
party has pushed for strict anti-immigration policies and has an Islamophobic agenda. The AfD
claims that Islam is not compatible with the
German constitution.142 The AfD also favors
banning the foreign funding of mosques in Germany, the burka, and the Muslim call to prayer.143
The party claims multiculturalism and Germany
are incompatible while scapegoating Muslim
migrants as the cause of Germany’s problems.
On the other hand, it is an important point to
note that Germany has the second largest Muslim
population in Europe with nearly 5 million
people, which is 6% of Germany’s population.144
German society has been multicultural for long
times and it seems to be going to stay that way.
Another influential actor in the far-right
sphere in German is the German National Democratic Party (NPD). In the 2014 European Parliament elections, the radical far-right party
which has neo-Nazi traits sent a lawmaker to
the European Parliament for the first time. Similar
to the poster in Switzerland which caused SVP
to be named as a racist organization, it is known
for its poster where a white sheep kicks a black
one out of Bavaria. Furthermore, the NPD’s
election campaign was dominated by its leader
Udo Voigt’s slogan “GAS geben!” which can be
translated as either “step on the gas” or “give
gas”, which caused an understandable irritation
due to the Nazi past of the country and the
possible underlining message of the slogan.
Voigt himself, further highlighting a Nazi connection, is a son of an SA member and he was
even convicted in 2004 for referring to Hitler as
a “great man” and the Holocaust Memorial in
Berlin as “an undesirable stain in the Reich capital”.145 His predecessor Günter Decker had also
served five years in prison because of Holocaust
denial, further underlining the link between NPD
Report No:8

and the Nazi past which is most visible in Europe
in NPD’s discourse. Along with the Neo-Nazi
“Kameradschaften” group, NPD has more than
500 websites.
In terms of extreme right violence in Germany
especially in the 1990s, Willems study refers to
4 key reasons which can encourage such a discourse and ensued violence; how asylum procedures treat refugees as societal burdens, how a
lack of effective solutions to increased immigration
opens new opportunities for the extreme right,
how weak state authorities fail to punish racist
violence and how a shift in public opinion toward
more xenophobic attitudes gives violent youths
a sensation of public approval.146 These 4 reasons
behind the rise of extreme right, even though
since the 1990s the focus broadened in a way
that encompasses not only Turkish workers but
also Syrian refugees more recently, remained
quite the same in terms of explaining the phenomenon in Germany. Violence against foreigners
and refugees gradually increased in Germany in
recent years. For instance, the sub-culture group
NSU (National Socialist Underground) assassinated 10 victims and tried to kill 43 more,
carried out 3 bomb attacks and 15 armed robberies
only between 2000 and 2007.147 NSU could successfully go undetected for almost 14 years.148
In Germany, besides political parties, skinheads
and sub-cultural groups are quite active with
more than 190 extreme-right groups with a total
of around 30.000 members according to a research
dated 2009.149 The number of attacks against
refugees, from 18 in 2011, spiked to 580 in
2015. Only in 2018, far-right attacks accumulated
to the impressive figure of 1212, and mainly
centred in Berlin, Brandenburg, MeckelnburgWestern Pomerania, Saxony, Saxony-Anhalt and
Thuringia. This figure shows an increase of 7
percent compared to the previous years 1123 incidents and in these 1212 attacks, 1789 people
were targeted, of whom more than 250 were
children and youngsters. As a result of these
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attacks at least 962 people were injured, 509 of
whom can be referred to as serious injuries.
Pegida’s powerbase, Dresden and more generally
Saxony, of which Dresden is the capital, witnessed
the highest number of attacks with 317 attacks
in 2018 compared to 229 attacks in 2017. Of
these 1212 attacks in 2018, 813 attacks were
classified as Islamophobic attacks whereas the
number was 950 in 2017. The slight decrease,
however, might well be due to the classification
of more attacks as merely anti-immigrant or
xenophobic ones.150

France
National Front (NF) is regarded as the main
far-right actor in France currently led by JeanMarie Le Pen’s daughter Marine Le Pen. When
NF acquired 16.86 % of votes in the first round
of the French Presidential election in 2002, it
sent shockwaves to the country at an extent that
an anti-Le Pen alliance of people gathered around
Chirac who, in the first round got only 3 percent
higher than Le Pen, but could have a land sliding
victory of getting around 82 percent of the vote
in the second round thanks to the common objection to a far-right candidate with vocal antiSemitist and xenophobic ideas.151 Reminding
1974 presidential election, Le Pen’s vote was
only 0.8% whereas in 1988 he had 14.4 %,
giving him the fourth place, it was a major
success for Le Pen not only increasing his vote
share but also coming just 3 percent behind the
first candidate, Chirac.152 Marine Le Pen’s success
in almost getting 34% of the vote in 2017 presidential election, almost doubling his father’s
votes in 2017 elections showed the growing
impact of the National Front but also that there
is a significant difference between who votes
for the party and who supports the group’s discourse when leaders matter rather than their
parties, especially after the anti-refugee discourse
gradually caught more attention among the public
after 2015.

Marine Le Pen’s father strategically positioned
himself upon the legacy of the rise of fascism in
France during the 1930s, which could gather a
significant amount of public support and even
his and National Front’s favourite slogan, “France
for the French” is inherited by that era’s famous
motto of French fascists. A focus on birth rates
and traditional family values along with a xenophobic discourse about foreign workers and conspiracy theories have long been key tenets of
the party’s discourse. Even though Marshal
Petain’s legacy was rejected in terms of antSemitism, many parallels with his discourse
such as the ones mentioned still remind many
observers of this era. Ordre Nouveau was the
man behind the idea of a far-right movement,
which would unify extreme right figures and
political groupings under its umbrella. The Front
National/National Front (FN/NF) was formed
to be the more “moderate” face of the far-right
whereas the far-right activism could continue
on the streets, and his comparatively “moderate”
image helped Le Pen to be the head of the newly
formed Front National and after the disappointing
electoral results of 1974, Nouveau left the party.
It is an important point to note that even as early
as 1978, FN’s main focus was on “the dangers
of immigration”. The election of Socialist Mitterand in 1981 “saved” the political future of the
FN and the party could gather around 12.2 to
19.6 percent of votes in several regions.153 With
the increase in the vote share, Le Pen’s discourse
also geared up to an extent that in 1987, he
stated that the gas chambers of the Nazis were
“a minor detail in the history of the WWII. The
presidential elections of 1995 where Le Pen
could get 15 percent of votes was a major success
for the party, resulting in Le Pen to get into the
second round of the presidential election even
though he lost to Chirac. The party transformed
itself during the late 1980s and 1990s, replacing
communism and Marxism with human rights as
the new enemy which threatens nations’ culture
and identity, emphasising national identity, ethorsam.org.tr
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no-exclusivism, and anti-fiscalism and this new
face of the party paid off well in the next presidential elections. The transformation of “Liberty,
Equality, Fraternity” into “Work, Family, and
Fatherland” by the Vichy regime was even
praised by Le Pen before the April 21 election
of 2002.154
On March 3, 2004, it was banned to wear religious symbols in public schools in France.
Even though the decision was about all religious
symbols, it directly targeted Muslims. Even
Sarkozy, who was earlier an opponent of this
ban, had to change his attitude due to the pressure
not only from Le Pen’s but also the public and
in 2011, this time the ban directly targeted hijab,
niqabs and burqas, which was defended as trying
to ban any object that would cover the face and
cause a security issue, an argument also behind
ECHR’s 2014 ruling that the ban is a valid one
due to security reasons.155 Even though the brain
behind this transformation, Bruno Megret split
from the party with his Mouvement National
Republicain (MNR) in 1998, the National Front
succeeded in leading the far-right in France.
Under Marine Le Pen since 2011, the party
could become the biggest political party in the
European Parliament elections in 2014 with over
one quarter of the votes (note the different
turnout levels and constituency behaviour in the
European Parliament mentioned before) also
benefitting from the rising anti-immigrant attitude.156 During the election in 2014, Marine Le
Pen’s anti-immigrant party Front National topped
a national election for the first time in its history,
with 25 percent of the vote and 24 seats in the
European Parliament. The party’s success came
as a shock in France and across Europe. It was a
dramatic gain given that the party won only
three seats in the EP in 2009. In 2014, the FN
was followed by the center-right Union for a
Popular Movement (UMP) which scored 21%
and then by the former President Hollande’s Socialists with 14% of the vote.157
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Ms. Le Pen’s party is opposed to the Euro
and has proposed a series of anti-immigration
measures aiming to reduce the numbers of migrants coming from mainly Muslim-majority
nations.158 After the Paris attacks of November
13, 2015, Marine Le Pen, in a speech, said that,
“France and the French are no longer safe,”
making a link between immigration and terrorism.159 Le Pen’s FN party stands as an antiIslamic party. Le Pen compared Muslims praying
in the streets to the Nazi occupation.160 During
the final round of the 2017 French presidential
election, Marine Le Pen used nationalist rhetoric
saying, “French First”, but Macron’s stance was
that insulting Muslim people is not acceptable.161
Consequently, Emmanuel Macron beat Le Pen
by over 30 points.162 The FN called Islamic fundamentalism a “mortal danger” for France while
accusing Macron of tolerating it.163
In terms of violent actions or plots to carry
out them, a clear case was the arrest of 6 rightwing extremists on November 6, 2018 in France
who plotted an assassination of President Emmanuel Macron.164
Even though National Front and its leader
Marine Le Pen lost against Macron decisively
in 2017, the party’s transformation into the National Rally, with its inherited discourse from
NF including anti-immigrant attitude, Euroscepticism, and French nationalism helped it to maintain its position as one of the key actors in
France’s policy-making, not only by its increasing
vote share, but also its ability to even push the
leading actors to revise and occasionally change
their discourses in order not to lose their constituency to the newly found NR.165 In 2019, Le
Pen’s newly renamed National Rally (RN) party
was victorious in European elections, coinciding
with an unprecedented surge in support for antiEU parties across Europe. In the 2019 EP
elections, the party scored about 24% of the
vote finishing first, compared with 22.5% for
Macron’s En Marche party.
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As another key actor in the far-right scene in
France, the Identitarian Movement, founded in
2003 changed its name to Generation Identity or
Les Identitaires as a pan-European white supremacist group embracing the idea of a homogenous Europe in both ethnic and cultural
terms. The group is seen as the most ardent supporter of the Great Replacement theory and
widely known with its members’ Nazi salutes in
gatherings. As one of the fastest growing European
networks, Generation Identity has offshoots in
Austria, Germany, Italy, Denmark, Norway, the
UK and Ireland. According to the ISD study on
the Great Replacement theory and the groups
adhere to it, there are at least 70000 Twitter followers of official GI account as well as 30,000
members of Telegram groups and 140000 subscribers on Youtube.166 The group became even
more famous when it was revealed that Brenton
Tarrant had donated $1,685 to its Austrian
offshoot in 2018.167

Switzerland
The Schweizerische Volkspartei /Swiss People’s Party (SVP) is regarded as the forerunner
of far-right politics in Switzerland. The rise of
the SVP started in 1995 federal elections when
the party got 14.9 percent of the votes. In 2007,
it reached even a more significant vote share of
28.9 with a spike the party experienced in its
votes. The party, which is the largest political
party in the Swiss parliament was the leading
force behind the referendum in 2009, which
banned the building of minarets, getting 57.5%
of votes and more importantly enjoying the
support of the majority in 22 out of 26 cantons
in Switzerland. As a result of the SVP’s campaign
which displayed white sheep kicking a black
sheep out of the country, the party is officially
labelled as a racist organization by the UN.
However, the group disseminated even more
xenophobic visuals as in the case of the poster
with a women in hijab next to two black minarets

stabbing through the Swiss flag.168 In the federal
elections of 2015, the party got 29.4 percent of
the vote, even higher than the vote share in the
elections of 2011 (26.6 percent) winning the
biggest share and won 65 out of 200 seats in the
National Council, making it the most powerful
populist far right political party in Europe. It
was also important to note its leader Toni Brunner’s interpretation of the election results of
2015. He stated that “The vote was clear. The
people worried about mass migration to Europe”,
showing the party’s main tenet of discourse in
order to expand its electoral base especially after
the Syrian civil war.169

The Netherlands
The Party for Freedom (PVV) is the key
actor in the far-right in the Netherlands with its
leader, Geert Wilders enjoying a high level of
media visibility all around Europe. Naming Islam
as a “radical religion” he is also known with his
2008 short movie, Fitna in which verses from
Qur’an is displayed along with scenes from
terror attacks and also his line of argumentation
that the Qur’an should be banned in the country
for the same reason why Hitler’s Mein Kampf
was banned earlier.170 Even though he was tried
for five charges of hate speech, also thanks to
the public support, he was acquitted of all
charges. The party was founded in 2006 and in
the election that year, it succeeded in getting 9
seats in the parliament as the fifth-largest party.
The PVV made its first step up in 2010 elections
with 24 seats won, making it the third biggest
political party and thanks to this position, PM
Mark Rutte-led minority government needed
PVV’s support, in turn the party could have
direct access to the cabinet. After losing 9 seats
in 2012 general elections without losing its third
position, in 2017, this time, with 20 seats, the
PVV became the second largest political party
in the parliament. In May 2014 European Parliament elections, the far-right PVV finished in
orsam.org.tr
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third place, behind pro-EU parties. The party
took 13.2 percent of the vote in the 2014 EP
elections, down from 17 percent in the previous
European elections in 2009, and the party got
four seats, down from five. In the 2019 parliamentary election, however, Geert Wilder’s farright Freedom Party suffered a heavy defeat.
The party lost all of its four seats. The newcomer
far-right of Thierry Baudet, Forum for Democracy
(FvD), got 10.9% and took three seats.171
With respect to the violent face of the farright in the Netherlands, in February 2016, five
extreme-right terrorists attacked a mosque in
Enschede, which did not cause any life losses
but only minor damage to some people worshipping there. Highlighting the far-right ideology
behind, the attackers shared a photograph of the
Auschwitz with a note, “Place needed for asylum
seekers? Auschwitz is currently empty”, and
one of the attackers had Hitler’s portrait in his
house.172 According to research by Ineke van
der Valk, one third of the mosques in the Netherlands experienced at least one incident of threatening letters, pig’s head placements, or Nazi
symbols in the past 10 years173 and around 300
incidents were noted against the mosques in the
Netherlands in the same period of time.174 Refugee
and asylum centres have also frequently been
targeted since 2014 with pig heads as the symbol
of far-right objection to the arrival of Syrian
refugees.175

Greece
The Golden Dawn in Greece, with its vocal
neo-Nazi character and outright violent character,
not only stands out as the key far-right actor in
the Greek politics but also an exceptionally extreme far-right political party in the European
context.176
The first far-right political party to gain seats
in the Greek parliament since the collapse of the
junta regime was the Popular Orthodox Rally,
which succeeded in getting seats in 2007 and
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2009 elections, too. Golden Dawn, on the other
hand, founded in 1993, made its entrance in
2002 elections with around 7 percent of the vote
and 21 seats out of 300 in the Greek parliament.
The ultra-nationalist group embraces a discourse
centred on the “superiority of Greek lineage,
Greece’s unique language and ancient heritage”,
labelling the “other” as “culturally inferior”,
threatening the Greek culture and nation. The
manifesto of the party also emphasises the racial
superiority, the need for a popular state where
inequalities are not based on wealth but race
and nationalization of all institutions.177
The Golden Dawn members were involved
in violent acts including murders such as the
murder of leftist rapper Pavlos Fyssas, and
violent attacks against a Pakistani migrant,
Shahzat Lukman, and the Egyptian fisherman
Abuszid Embara. The Golden Dawn also forms
so-called “battalions” of the “young men with
the black t-shirts” in Nikos Michaloliakos’ words,
the head of the movement. The party’s deputy
head Ilias Kasidiaris even stated that being in
the parliament gave the group the opportunity to
carry out “good work during the night time”.
Even though trials on many key figures and the
movement itself continues for more than 4 years
now, it was quite surprising to see they can get
around 7 percent of votes during the 2015 elections, too, getting the Golden Dawn 18 MPs.178
Similarly, Golden Dawn Party score 9% and got
3 seats in the 2014 EP elections. In 2019, the
neo-Nazi party, however, the third largest in the
Hellenic Parliament, just took around five percent
of the votes and two seats. Even though the
group is in demise due to lack of public funding,
internal disputes and corruption and money laundering accusations, trials of their members, and
the newcomers in the right in Greece such as
New Democracy and Greek Solution, its past
should be carefully evaluated as an exceptional
case of overtly neo-Nazi and pro-violence actors’
rise in the European political arena.179
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Spain

Poland

The extreme right front in Spain is historically
composed of three key political parties, namely
The Falangistas, The Frente Nacional and the
Fuerza Nueva. Another more recent important
extreme right group at the regional level is the
Plataforma per Catalunya (PxC) which is a xenophobic, anti-immigrant populist right-wing political party which succeeded in getting 17 seats
in the regional parliament of Cataluña in 2007.180

The ultra-nationalist Law and Justice Party
(PiS) with strong xenophobic tones was founded
in 2001 by Kaczynski brothers, Jaroslaw and
Lech. Combining Polishness with the strong
Catholicism in the country, PiS regarded the
Polish society as a homogenous entity with the
same ethnic and sectarian origins and thus strictly
rejected any “distortion” that might be caused
by the “influx” of foreigners. Also benefitting
from the difficulties of transformation after the
Cold War and the discontent with the ruling
elite and the emerging market conditions, PiS
strived for expanding its power base. Since 2015
when PiS succeeded in securing enough votes
to rule the country, even though it is regarded as
nationalist conservative by some, the party tends
to move towards an illiberal authoritarian line.185
Between 2009 and 2012, the Polish case showed
a spike in hate crime-related incidents by 25
percent and the National Independence Day
march as a key far-right event since 2009 attracted
more than 75,000 people, showing the rising
impact of PiS in the government and on the
“hearts and souls” of the people on the street.186

As a common feature, the Vox adopts a strict
anti-immigrant rhetoric mainly centering around
the idea of deporting illegal immigrants along
with a strong defence of the unity of Spain as a
response to Catalonian efforts for independence
in late 2017. The Vox’s success story had its
first step forward in the regional elections in
late 2018 when in Andalusia, the party succeeded
in forming the government with other rightwing parties.181 In 2019, one of the big political
victories in Spain belonged to the far-right Vox
party. The party entered the parliament for the
first time, winning around 10 percent of the
vote and 24 seats as a result of April 2019
Spanish general election.182 Vox increased its
vote from 1.6% to around 6% in the 2019 European election, handing them three seats.
On November 2018, a Spanish fascist attempted an assassination against Prime Minister
Pedro Sanchez in order to avenge PM’s plans to
exhume the remains of the General Franco before
he was arrested.183
According to the Interior Ministry of Spain,
there was 120 percent increase in hate crimes in
2017 with 103 incidents compared to the year
before and 39 out of 41 cases of religious hatred
were about Islamophobia. Catalonia region with
around 2 million Muslims has the highest number
of Islamophobic attacks with a striking 307
percent increase in 2017 compared to the previous
year.184

Italy
The fascist past had a major impact upon the
Italian politics even though fascism itself as a
political discourse had to remain underground
for decades. Historically, since between 1943
and 1945 the battle between the Allied Forces
and the German troops and the civil war along
with those lines caused a de facto split of the
country between the Southern and much of the
Central Italy liberated by the Allied Forces quite
quickly whereas the Northern Italy and the remaining Central Italy remained under Nazi occupation for some more time, the so-called
“Gothic line”, even today represents a major division. Even though the extreme right-wing
parties have a freer hand to organize in the
North, due to the memories of the past (including
orsam.org.tr
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the life losses during the civil war when 360,000
people lost their lives around 160,000 of whom
were Italians), they enjoy greater levels of support
from the South.187
In Italy, the first regular political election
after the WWII was the 1948 elections. Movimento Sociale Italiano (MSI) as the “father” of
extreme-right, founded in 1946 also ran for this
election but it was after 1953 elections when the
party could consolidate its vote share of around
5-7 percent. The extreme-right spectrum in Italy
has been quite active compared to many other
European countries with Movimento Sociale Fiamma Tricolore, Fronte Sociale Nazionale (split
from MSFT in 1997), Forza Nuova, and Liberta
di Azione led by Mussolini’s granddaughter
Alessandra Mussolini and Rinascita Nazionale.
The political corruption and scandals played a
major role in opening up paths for new leaders
such as Berlusconi188 to take advantagein elections,
which would, in time, open up space for farright effects with Berlusconi’s right-wing coalitions. Just after the WWII, Movimento Sociale
Italiano (MSI) was founded in 1946 as a gathering
point for Italian far-right and explaining Salvini’s
current popularity among the far-right milieu in
Europe even though he is from a different
political group with quite similar ideological
leanings. The MSI acted as the center for farright in Europe for around forty years while farright was surrounded by a cordon sanitaire in
the post-WWII era. The MSI was also the leading
force behind the formation of pan-European nationalist associations such as the European Social
Movement in the 1950s and Euroright in the
1970s. 1991 was a turning point for the party
when the granddaughter of Benito Mussolini,
Alessandra Mussolini got elected and the MSI
commemorated the 70th anniversary of the March
on Rome by Benito Mussolini. In spite of these,
Silvio Berlusconi invited the MSI to join his
rightist coalition in the 1994 elections and as a
result, MSI members could gain seats in the
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government. In 1995, reminding the hypothesis
that being in the government can “soften” farright, the MSI moved to the center-right at the
Fiuggi Congress and then transformed into the
Alleanze Nazionale (AN) which would in 2007
merge with Berlusconi’s Forza Italia and form
the Popolo della Liberta (People of Freedom,
PDL).189 In the meantime however, with the dissolution of MSI, AN members joined not only
Forza Italia but also some of them to the newly
formed Northern League.
Matteo Salvini is regarded as the key leading
figure in Italy’s far-right politics. In the 2014
European election, his Eurosceptic and anti-immigrant Northern League obtained 6.2% of the
vote and five MEPs. The result surpassed its
2013 general election results where the party
obtained 4% of the vote.190 However, its 2014
results were worse than the previous European
election in 2009 where the party received 10%
of the vote. Particularly, his League witnessed a
rise after the financial crisis in Italy and the
arrival of sub-Saharan migrants from North
Africa to Italy in 2016. Under the leadership of
Salvini, the party transformed from the regional
Northern League into a national party and changed
the party’s name from Lega Nord to Lega.191
Since populism remains central to the party’s
tendencies, the Lega Nord is against the Euro.192
In the 2018 Italian general election, the Northern
League become the third largest party in Italy
with 17.4% of the vote, while the Five Star
Movement (M5S) won over 32%.193 His party
was able to form an alliance with the Five Star
Movement, another anti-establishment actor in
June 2018. A strong nationwide vote has made
it the partner in a center-right coalition, strengthening Salvini’s hand in government negotiations.194
After Salvini became Deputy Premier and Interior
Minister, he focused on stemming migration
flows into the country.195
Salvini was even able to present himself as
the core of a European far-right movement once
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he tried to form an alliance with similar parties
and actually welcomed by different far-right
movement from different countries of Europe.196
Before the vote for the European Parliament,
Salvini could gather Marine Le Pen from the
then National Front with a video message, representatives from the French Bloc Identitaire,
German Pegida and the Greek Golden Dawn in
Rome where around 25,000 far-right supporters
present.197 As another meeting closer to the election, on May, 2018, Marine Le Pen from the
newly formed National Rally (former National
Front) and Geert Wilders from Party for Freedom
of Netherlands were standing next to Salvini in
a rally in Milano when he wanted to bring
together Eurosceptic, anti-immigrant, far-right
leaders together before the European Parliament
elections. Germany’s AfD and Austria’s FPÖ
also declared support for Salvini’s cause, with
the slogan “Towards a Common Sense Europe”.
Here, Salvini stated that the group gathering
there was not “far-right” but rather representing
the “politics of good sense” and “fascists, extremists, racists” are not there in response to accusations directed at them.198

In the 2019 European Parliament election in
Italy, the League won a nationwide poll for the
first time with 34.3% of the vote and 28 seats,
while the M5S scored 17.1% of the vote. The
Italian far-right made as strong gains in Italy as
Le Pen’s National Rally did in France in 2019.
Italy’s Matteo Salvini emerged as the dominant
figure in Italian politics and with his close ally,
France’s Marine Le Pen, he is favor of unifying
Europe’s nationalist parties at a European level.
The League often used anti-migration and antiMuslim rhetoric. Salvini claimed that Europe
would become an “Islamic caliphate” unless nationalist parties made gains in next elections.199 He
implemented various measures to stop migrants,
such as turning away humanitarian rescue ships
from Italian ports.200 Interior Minister Salvini
recently has led the new government’s antiIslamic and anti-immigration stance.
On the violent side, one of the most wellknown examples in Italy was Gianluca Casseri’s
attacks in 2011, two in the same day, killing 2
Senegalese street traders and injuring 3. He was
a sympathiser and an offline and online active
member of the Italian far-right group CasaPound
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which is known for its xenophobic ideas and
idealisation of Mussolini’s reign.201

Austria
After the Allies victory, in Austria, in 1945,
the anti-Nazi political parties, namely Socialist
Party (SPÖ), Conservatives (FPÖ), and Communists (KPÖ) contributed to the adoption of
strict measures against the remnants of the Nazi
past. The NSDAP was banned in 1945 and the
new constitution was strongly positioned against
any Nazi activity. However, as in the case of
Germany, “denazification” had its difficulties
due to the fact that many educated and qualified
people with comparatively higher experience in
the establishment came from the Nazi background.
Additionally, with the demise of the “anti-Fascist
rhetoric” of the immediate post-war Era and the
emergence of the blocs, former Nazis’ position
was strengthened with the discourse of a fight
against “Bolshevism” once again. Benefitting
from this atmosphere, in Austria, over 500,000
registered Nazis could vote at the general election
of 1949, forming an important electoral power
along with their families and the ones who could
themselves affiliated with the SPÖ and ÖVP.
Evaluating this atmosphere quite strategically,
ex-Nazis, just after the general election of 1949,
formed the VdU (Verband der Unabhangigen)
or the Association of Independents and won
seats in the parliament. 1955 was a critical
turning point for the extreme right, too. Already
in the phase of strengthening, after the Allied
withdrawal, the VdU was re-formed as Freiheitliche Partei Österreichs (FPÖ), openly declares
its adherence to the “German cultural community”,
reminding the memories of the idea of the Anschluss.202
The Freedom Party is known to be one of the
most powerful far-right political parties in Europe.
Founded by former SS officers in 1956 as a
Germanic national liberal party, the anti-immigrant
Freedom Party (FPÖ) has increased its vote in
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recent elections.203 The Freedom Party strongly
improved on its 20.5% share of the vote in the
2013 elections.204 With 19.7 percent of the vote,
the Freedom Party of Austria (FPÖ) contributed
to the far-right surge in the 2014 European elections. The FPÖ gained as much as 7 percent and
two additional seats in the European Parliament
compared to the 2009 election. In the run-off of
2017 presidential election, FPÖ member Norbert
Hofer, who won the first round vote, was defeated
by The Greens’ candidate Alexander Van der
Bellen, 53.8% to 46.2%.205 In the 2017 Austrian
legislative election, the FPÖ won third place,
obtaining 26% of votes, which increased its
seats by eleven seats to 51 seats, which was
close to the party’s best result.206 It entered the
coalition government as a junior partner, with
the conservative Christian Austrian People’s
Party (ÖVP).207
The FPÖ can be regarded as the forerunner
of an extreme right-wing position in Europe
with its quite early foundation date of 1955.
Even former national-socialists played key roles
up until 1980s. As discussed earlier anti-establishment sentiment was among the most influential
factors behind Austria’s FPÖ’s rise. As a result
of the favouritism in terms of housing, jobs, and
government-given benefits, the coalition of SPÖ
and ÖVP between 1966 and 1986 caused a great
discontent among the public upon which the
FPÖ wisely based its discourse.208 In Austria’s
“grand coalition” until Haider’s leadership started
in 1986, the FPÖ could also succeed in acting as
the junior partner with social democrats until
Haider pushed the party towards extreme right.
His pan-German nationalism, Islamophobic,
xenophobic, and anti-immigrant discourse broadened the party’s electoral base gradually, resulting
in the FPÖ-ÖVP coalition between 1999 and
2006. The Freedom Party (FPÖ) has a remarkable
rise between the early 1980s with the vote share
of less than 5 percent and 1999 elections when
the party secured 27 percent of the vote under
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the leadership of Jörg Haider, who became the
party leader in 1986, defeating comparatively
liberal leader Norbert Steger thanks to the support
of party members Steger called “the Nazis in
the cellar”. Supporting circles for FPÖ in time
included militant neo-Nazi figures such as Gerd
Honsik and Walter Ochensberger with their periodicals Halt and Sieg, contributing to the emergence of a new generation and the ideological
indoctrination of the current, as well as veteran
ex-soldier associations such as Kameradschaft
IV and Wohlfahrtsvereinigung der Glasenbacher,
and gymnastic association Österreichischer
Turnerbund (ÖTB). The magazine Aula, on the
other hand, acts as a key dissemination tool for
the FPÖ, not only provides a forum for likeminded groups and associations in Austria and
disseminating their ideas, but also a common
ground for German and Austrian extreme-right.
While Aula, in time, lost its sponsors due to
neo-Nazi activities and the paper’s manager Herwig Nachtmann’s article denying the Holocaust,
another journal Junge Freiheit took up the same
role. Additionally, Arbeitsgemeinschaft für
demokratische Politik (AFP) organizes annual
forums for the neo-Nazis from Austria and
abroad as well as the FPÖ politicians came together.209
During Haider’s rule, within the party, probusiness and liberal wing is gradually eliminated
whereas anti-immigrant, authoritarian and welfare
chauvinist wing prevailed. Even though Haider
lost his life in 2008 in a car accident, the FPÖ
secured more than 20 percent of the votes in
2013 elections, showing the party’s strength
even in the absence of him. FPÖ’s last success
in the first round of Austrian presidential elections
in 2016 with Norbert Hofer as the FPÖ’s candidate
where the party secured more than 35 percent of
votes was another sign of this.
Under the party leader of Heinz-Christian
Strache, the FPÖ’s political campaigns scape-

goated Muslims and criticized Islamic culture.
The party has ridden a wave of anti-immigrant
and anti-Muslim sentiment. In the province of
Styria, the party implemented a ban on the construction of mosques and minarets following
the Swiss initiative.210 It has used anti-Islamic
slogans such as: “Vienna must not become Istanbul” in the 2005 Viennese elections; “No
home for Islam” in the 2006 national parliamentary
elections; and “the sound of church bells instead
of muezzin song” in the 2008 regional elections.211
“Great Replacement” theory is also central to
the FPÖ’s discourse. The Former Vice Chancellor
of FPÖ, H.C. Strache posted in 2016 and 2017
on Facebook that “the Great Replacement had
already taken place under the governments of
SPÖ/ÖVP/Greens” and in 2019, he, in an interview, stated that he will “continue the battle
against the Great Replacement”.212
It further highlighted this position when it
succeeded in forming a coalition with the conservative Sebastian Kurz in 2017 as the junior
partner. FPÖ’s success story is also highly affected
in a positive direction by the country’s migrant
crisis or the perception of such a crisis at the
gates of the country.
In 2019, the far-right FPÖ party, however, has
come under fire for a poem by Christian Schilcher,
targeting migrants. The FPÖ deputy mayor of
Austrian city of Branau, Adolf Hitler’s home
town, Christian Schilcher wrote a poem comparing
migrants with rats in a party newspaper. “Just as
we live down here, so must other rats, who as
guests or migrants, share with us the way of life
or quickly hurry away!” 213 reads the poem called
“the city rat.” He also complained about Austria’s
welcome culture by saying that “if you mix two
cultures, it’s as if you destroy them.”214 Rat
imagery was also used by the Nazis in antiSemitic propaganda. Schilcher resigned from his
party and as deputy mayor of the town of Braunau
over the xenophobic poem. 215
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The 2019 corruption scandal collapsed the
extreme right-wing coalition government. The
scandal known as the Ibiza scandal broke out on
17 May 2019 with the publication of a secretly
recorded video showing Freedom Party leader
Strache soliciting funds for the party from a
purported Russian oligarch’s relative.216 The
video footage was recorded in 2017, just before
the last general elections took place. The political
scandal led Strache’s resignation the next day as
both Vice-Chancellor and party leader.217 After
the story broke, Chancellor Kurz ended the coalition saying “Enough is enough”, referring to
earlier scandals.218 Even though FPÖ’s leader
Strache and its parliament group head Gudenus’
scandal video from Ibiza caused Strache’s resignation and the group’s withdrawal from the government, the party lost just 2.2 percentage points
and came third with 17.5% in the 2019 European
election.
Still, it is important to note that just as in the
Swiss case, Austria does not offer a case of economic demise as a reason behind the rise of
xenophobia and extreme right-wing, but rather
the fear and perception (occasionally fabricated)
of a possible deterioration of the economic and
political conditions in the future. Because the
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refugees are regarded as “the easy scapegoats
for unemployment, crime, diseases, urban degeneration and national decline.”219

Hungary
Fidesz (Fiatal Demokratak Szövetsege), founded in 1988 as an anti-communist party, as the
Alliance of Democrats is an earlier case of
populist right-wing in Hungary which emerged
as a liberal alliance but moved towards the right
in time. The party is regarded as a conservative
populist party, but its nationalism is regarded as
threatening neighbouring countries with Hungarian
minorities. More importantly, in a more extreme
fashion, Jobbik moved several steps ahead of
Fidesz towards extreme-right and the emergence
of Jobbik and its discourse also pushed the
Fidesz to revise its discourse and adopt a more
vocal anti-EU and anti-immigrant one with an
increasingly anti-Roma stance.220 Showing the
“power” of anti-Roma discourse in Hungarian
politics, 80 percent of the youth surveyed stated
that they would not want to sit next to a Roma
child in a classroom.221 MIEP, on the other hand,
which is regarded as a more extreme far-right
group but succeeded in “mainstreaming” its discourse by putting electoral pressure on Fidesz,

The Rise of Far-Right: Key Themes, Motivations and Mapping

which realized the fact that the constituency can
be easily “stolen” by it, won seats in the parliament
as early as 1998. After this 1998 election,
however, MIEP’s votes fell from 5.5 % to 4.4%
in 2002 and the party joined the Jobbik in 2005.
Even though the Jobbik could gather only 2.2%
in 2006 elections, in 2010 the vote share rose
significantly to 16.67 and in 2014 to 20.22. With
the rising vote share, however, the party came
under criticisms about its move towards the centre.222 Regarding the youth dimension, with the
Jobbik’s move towards the centre, Identitesz
was formed in 2015 and it announced that it
plans to become a political party while on the
other hand, Outlaw Army joined the group to
form Strength and Devotion in order to represent
the “true right” in Hungary.223 Hungarian farright also benefitted from disinformation to a
large extent as in the case of many other countries
especially regarding the number and effect of
immigrants and foreigners. Along with the
Chinese minority in the country which is less
than 20.000 but opinion polls showed that Hungarians thought it was around 650.000, antigypsy discourse up until the Syrians’ arrival
were the main themes in the far-right discourse
in Hungary. Jobbik’s exceptional stance about
Islam which is not Islamophobic under Gabor
Vona and Turanic discourse makes the party
quite an exceptional, and at the same time ambiguous political grouping with extreme-right
ideas about the Hungarian minorities and gypsies
while embracing some ideas and arguments that
are directly opposed by many far-right parties in
Europe.224
In 2014 and 2019 European Parliament elections, Hungarian Prime Minister Viktor Orban’s
ruling Fidesz-KDNP coalition came out on top
with more than 52% of votes. The right-wing
populist political coalition got 12 seats in the
2014 European election. In the European elections,
the coalition took 13 of the 21 seats allocated to
Hungary in the 2019 European Parliament. The

leader of the ruling Fidesz party, Victor Orban,
said after the election that they would stop migration into Europe, defend the nations of Europe,
and work together with anyone who wants to
stop migration.225 The far-right Jobbik took 7%
and won one seat in 2019 election. The Jobbik
lost as much as 8 percent and two seats in the
European Parliament compared to the 2014 election.
Besides the political parties, four extremeright wing groups stand out as the key actors in
the extreme-right spectrum of Hungary, namely
the New Hungarian Guard, The Hungarian Defence Movement, The Sixty-Four Counties Youth
Movement and the Outlaw Army, all sharing
xenophobic, anti-Semitist and anti-Roma discourses.226 Reminding the argument about the
failure of communism but also the legacy communism left in Eastern and Central European
countries as one of the reasons behind the rise
of far-right, it was no coincidence that in Hungary,
with a rich extreme-right wing habitat, a PEW
Global Survey of 2009 showed that 75 percent
of the Hungarians believed that they had better
life conditions under communist rule.227 In
Tatarszentgyörgy, between 2008 and 2009, a serious of violent incidents were carried out against
the Rome people and at least 6 was killed and
55 people injured. In 2011 and 2012, in the two
villages of Devecser and Gyöngöspata, other violent acts were carried out by the Hungarian
Defence Movement, the Hungarian Guard, the
Outlaw Army, the Better Future Movement and
the Sixty-Four Counties Youth Movement against
local Roma people.228

The UK
The first representative of extreme-right in
the UK is regarded as the British National Front,
formed in 1967 as a group combining fascists
and racists. The British National Party (BNP)
split from the British National Front in 1982.229
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UK Independence Party (UKIP) was founded
in 1993, even though the UK Independence
Party adopted an anti-EU and anti-immigrant
discourse from the very beginning, Farage put a
lot of effort to differentiate the party from the
more extremist British National Party (BNP)
due to their differences regarding economic libertarianism and conceptualization of British
nation. Nevertheless, the hard Eurosceptic, rightwing UKIP has had far-right factions. It has employed a far-right discourse mostly around
election time. The UKIP performed strongly in
the 2014 EP and local elections. UKIP saw a
massive increase in seats in both elections compared to the previous one. Nigel Farage’s Party
had a shock victory in the 2014 European Parliament elections, when it came first with 26.6
percent of the vote and 24 seats. The British
Conservatives scored 24% and Labour took
about 25% of the votes.230 In same year’s local
elections, UKIP won 163 seats, an increase of
128, but could not take control of any council.231
In the 2015 general election, UKIP scored 12.6%
of the total votes, making it the third most
popular party.232 However, the party’s impact
has been more directly felt when its discourse
pushed the conservative government to adopt a
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more anti-immigrant stance and the famous
Brexit vote.233 Following the Brexit referendum,
before anti-immigrant and Eurosceptic posters,
visuals and slogans made a peak, the Home
Office observed a significant 41 percent increase
in hate crime-related incidents in the following
month compared to the same month of the previous year.234 In meantime, “Return to Empire”
slogan has been one of the mottos of the extreme-right in the UK.235 It is also possible to
see the deceptive gap between the extreme rightwing parties vote share and the share in term of
the public’s approach to some key questions.
For instance, in the UK, 31 percent of the population stated that they would feel “bothered a
lot” if there is an Islamic institution in their
community and 37 percent stated that they would
support a political party that promise to reduce
the number of Muslims in the country.236
Since Gerard Batten took over as UKIP leader,
UKIP proposed policies including extra checks
for immigrants from Muslim countries.237 However, the party rejects that it is a far-right party.238
In the 2019 election, Gerard Batten’s party vote
share went from 24 percentage points to 3% of
the vote and lost all of its seats in the new European Parliament. Voters deserted UKIP for Nigel

The Rise of Far-Right: Key Themes, Motivations and Mapping

Farage’s new party, called as Brexit Party.
Farage’s party led its nearest rival, the proRemain Liberal Democrats, by a large margin
with 31.69% of the votes to 18.53% of the
votes.239
According to the Home Office’s Prevent program data, there is an increase of 36 percent in
referrals of people at risk involvement in farright activity, which equals to 1312 people only
between April 2017 and March 2018, and most
of them are between the ages of 15 and 20,
rising concerns regarding the growing next generation of far-right. Similarly, out of 394 people
who received Channel program’s support, 44
percent of them (174 people) were referred due
to their extreme-right ideas and actions.240

On the violent side, in the immediate preBrexit vote days, Thomas Mair killed Jo Cox, a
Labour MP for his pro-Remain stance. According
to Southern Poverty Law Centre, he had brought
material from the National Alliance in America
of which the most significant material was the
Improvised Munitions Handbook and his online
fingerprints revealed that he researched the
Waffen SS and the Ku Klux Klan.241 On January
2015, Zack Davies attacked a customer in a
local supermarket with a claw hammer and a
machete “for the revenge of Lee Rigby”, referring
to the British soldier killed by a terrorist who
stated his “love for Al-Qaeda” after the attack.
Davies was an active participant of the British
National Action group founded in 2013, known
for its vocal neo-Nazi discourse and paramilitary
training camps.242 Showing the ideological con-

Source: https://www.pewresearch.org/global/2016/07/11/europeans-fear-wave-of-refugees-will-mean-more-terrorism-fewer-jobs/
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nection more visibly, after Mair shouted “Death
to traitors, freedom for Britain” at his court appearance, the slogan was also adopted by the
National Action group.243 The group National
Action was banned in late 2016 by the Home
Office. The group overtly glorified Hitler and
this Third Reich and supported neo-Nazi movements. It also organized the “White Man” marches
in Liverpool and Newcastle where Nazi salutes
was a common gesture.244 Following Lee Rigby’s
murder, only in 2016, more than 100 mosques
were attacked in the UK.245 Only in 2018, the
UK witnessed 12 far-right terror attacks and the
most widely known is the Finsbury Park attack
where Darren Osborne, a 47-year-old far-right
terrorist drove a van into Muslims outside the
Finsbury Park Mosque, claiming the life of one
person and injuring at least nine others.246 He,
afterwards, stated that he wanted to kill all Muslims.247 In terms of the foiled plots, two cases
are of high importance with chemicals involved.
In 2007, a former BNP candidate, Robert Cottage
was jailed for storing explosive chemicals at his
home and in 2010, Ian Davison, founder of the
Aryan Strike Force was caught with ricin at his
home. Combat 18, founded in 1992 as a bodyguard
force for BNP leaders and Racial Volunteer
Force (RVF) as a splitter from the Combat 18
(in 2002), Misantrophic Division and the British
Movement are also active in the UK. Combat
18 is also drawing attention to its name where 1
refers to the first letter A and 8 to H, so implicitly
referring to Adolf Hitler.248
The groups with an online presence can also
broaden their base and increase their reach as in
the case of English Defence League, founded in
2009, which, in the face of Lee Rigby’s murder
in 2013, witnessed a spike in online supporters
from 25.000 to 100.000, also showing the timeless
“benefit” of “propaganda by deed”.249 It is also
important to note that the group’s supporters are
predominantly under the age of 30.250
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United States
Even though the political system of the US
does not allow smaller parties from far-right
and far-left to have a direct impact upon the establishment, rather, populist and far-right discourse
can find their way within the ruling elite from
time to time and Trump’s era was seen as a clear
showcase of such a tendency on far-righters side
while of encouragement on the administration’s
side. On the violent side, on June 17, 2015, the
white supremacist Dylann Roof killed 9 victims
in the Charlestone Church attack while on
October 27, 2018, the Tree of Life Synagogue
was attacked by extreme-right wing terrorists
and the attack costed lives of eleven people and
left seven wounded, as the most sensational
anti-Semitic attack in the country.251 Michael
Wade Page in August 2012, attacked a Sikh
Temple in Wisconsin, killing 6 people and
injuring 4. He was from Fort Bragg, where the
American neo-Nazi organization the National
Alliance was quite active in the 1990s and he
was part of extreme right-wing bands in the
2000s like Definite Hate and Blue Eyed Devils
as well as an active contributor to the website
Stormfront.org. He was also a member of the
Northern Hammerskins, a white supremacist organization. Coupled with his discharge from the
army and losing another job in 2010, he was a
clear case of a white supremacist terrorist active
both online and offline with a background of
personal traumas and disillusionment.252
Founded in 2015, Atomwaffen Division is
one of the most famous neo-Nazi groups in the
US with a reach to the UK, Canada and Germany.
One of its members, Andrew Oneschuk, with a
fake passport tried to travel to Kiev as a foreign
fighter to join the Azov Battalion, the far-right
paramilitary group in Ukraine in 2015. Even
though he couldn’t succeed since his parents realized his intention, he joined the group’s podcast
as a special guest in 2016 and as an active
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member of the Atomwaffen, before he was murdered in 2017 in his house in Tampa where
bomb-making materials and a copy of “Mein
Kampf” was found, according to FBI, he trained
American white supremacists. Another group
with neo-Nazi leaning was the Vanguard America
of which a member, James Alex Fields, by
driving his car into the crowd of protesters,
killed Heather Heyer after the “Unite the Right”
rally in Charlotesville in 2017. 253
Overall, according to CSIS study, between
2016 and 2017, the number of far-right attacks
were doubled and increased by 43 percent in
Europe in the meantime. The Global Terrorism
Index, on the other hand, shows that between
2013 and 2017, 66 people were killed by extreme
right-wing terrorists, 17 of whom were killed
only in 2017. Out of 263 domestic terror attacks
in the United States between 2010 and 2017,
more than 90 were carried out by extreme rightwing terrorists.254 Regarding these numbers, another important study is Sweeney & Perliger’s
where they refer to Combating Terrorism Center’s
(CTC) data which mentions 4420 violent extreme-right wing incidents between 1990 and
2012, killing 670 people and injuring 3053 in
the United States.255
With the rally around the flag impact of
MAGA-Make America Great Again discourse,
the US witnessed a gradually increasing attention
on the question of alt-right groups along with a
rising visibility of such groups. However, even
before Trump, the rise of the alt-right and extreme
right, even though not as visible as it is during
his presidency was a worrying phenomenon with
the number of 42 militias in 2008 and the number
of the far-right militias had a significant rise to
276 in 2015 according to the Southern Poverty
Law Centre. Only during the first two years of
Trump’s presidency, the number of anti-Muslim
groups experienced a 200 percent rise.256 Between
2009 and 2018, far-right extremists accounted

for 73 of extremist murders in the US.257 According
to Southern Poverty Law Center’s research, the
total number of hate groups in the United States
is 1020 in 2018, experiencing a 30 percent spike
over the past four years under Trump’s presidency.258 These groups also enjoy a strong online
presence with more than 1200 websites, 42
blogs, 30 mailing lists and 230 clubs and groups
on Yahoo and MSN.259

Belgium
The far-right Flemish separatist party Vlaams
Belang (Flemish Interest) made substantial gains
in Belgium’s federal and regional elections, and
European Parliament elections on May 2019.
The party gained 12.6 percentage points in Flanders and finished second in the region with 18.5
percent.260 Vlaams-Belang emerged as the second-biggest party in Flanders and the third
biggest at the federal level.261 The far-right party
also won 12% of the votes and three seats in the
2019 European Parliament elections.

Denmark
The far-right Danish People’s Party faced a
heavy defeat in 2019 European Parliament elections compared to the last election in 2014,
when it took 27% of the vote. It scored 10.7 percent, taking one seat in the parliament. It lost
around two-thirds of their votes, and three of its
four seats, coming in fourth. The party is the
second largest party in Danish parliament, being
in favor of imposing the toughest anti-migrant
rules in country.262

Finland
The Finns Party with a far-right ideological
positioning was able to acquire 17.7 percent of
the votes and missed the chance of becoming
the leading party by just a small margin of 0.2%
in the April 2019 general elections. The party
won 39 seats in the 200-seat parliament, one
less than the Social Democrat Party in the general
orsam.org.tr
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election.263 In the 2019 parliamentary election,
the far-right party scored about 14%, increasing
their vote share and retaining their two seats.
Even though Social Democratic Party (SDP) is
the most powerful political party by vote share,
the Finns Party’s success of sustaining its success
of 2015 elections in spite of party splits in the
meantime was quite surprising for not only the
country but also even for the party leadership
itself, underlining the significance and impact
of anti-immigrant and xenophobic discourse’s
resonance in many countries.264

Sweden
The far-right and anti-immigration Sweden
Democrats (SD) made significant gains in the
2018 general election, winning about 18% of
the vote.265 Swedish far-right political party Sweden Democrats (SD) with their vote share of almost 18 percent, along with the Danish People’s
Party in Denmark, and the Finns Party in Finland,
is one of the key far-right actors in Scandinavia.
Even though the political party succeeded in entering the parliament in 2010 for the first time,
with xenophobic and anti-immigrant attitudes
and a rejection of multiculturalism on the rise, it
was able to attract 18 percent of the constituency
in 2018 general elections.266 In the 2019 European
parliament election, the party saw their share of
the vote rise by 5.7 percent in 2014 to 15.4
percent and won three seats, coming in third.
The party has an anti-immigration platform and
promised to stop immigration into Sweden with
“the highest per-capita number of refugees of
all European countries.” 267

Conclusion: The Rise of Populist
and/or Far-Right, Growing AntiImmigration Movements in
Europe and the Way Forward
The severe financial crisis of the recent
decades and the rapid increase in the number
of refugees entering Europe empowered the inReport No:8

creasingly anti-immigration rhetoric of rightwing populists. Far-right politics, strengthened
by 2008 global economic crisis, completely
settled at the center of European politics with
the recent waves of refugees. At the same time,
the terror attacks in Europe, especially attacks
in Paris and Brussels have fueled public fears
about terrorism. Anti-immigration and antiMuslim narratives increased and spread across
Europe in the aftermath of the surge of terror attacks. A 2016 Pew Research Center Survey illustrates that many Europeans link the threat of
terrorism to the recent surge of refugees. According
to the survey, many Europeans think recent
waves of Syrian refugees could lead to more
terrorism.268 Among 10 European nations surveyed, only the majority of French and Spanish
believe that the incoming refugees are not related
to the rise in terror attacks. In Hungary, Greece,
Poland, Netherlands, Spain, Italy, Sweden and
Germany and the UK, more than 50% believe
the incoming refugees increased the likelihood
of terrorism in their country.
The likelihood of terrorism is not the only
concern European people have about refugees.
According the same survey, many Europeans
also consider refugees an economic burden for
their country. The majority of Hungarians, Poles,
Greeks, Italians and French who participated in
the survey said refugees take away jobs and
social benefits.269 Sweden and Germany are the
only countries where at least half say refugees
are not an economic burden but make their
countries stronger.270 The survey showed that
many Europeans worried that the recent waves
of refugees into Europe would bring insecurity
and economic burdens. On the other hand, such
negative sentiments against the refugees have
empowered right-wing policies and parties. With
its anti-immigration rhetoric, far-right parties
have made substantial gains, taking more votes
and seats in both national and European parliaments, as well as entering governing coalitions.
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The recent growth in support for racist and
anti-immigration parties emboldened some European political leaders to openly express hostile
views vis-à-vis refugees, especially Muslim
refugees.271 For example, in 2017, the leader of
the Netherlands’ far-right nationalist Party for
Freedom (PVV) Geert Wilders in a television
interview called Moroccan immigrants in the
Netherlands “scum”.272 Later he said that Islam
is a threat to, and incompatible with, European
values.273 Wilders has been not the only political
leader to incite discrimination and hatred and
hold such views. In 2015, Jarosław Kaczyński,
former Prime minister of Poland, claimed that
migrants would bring diseases, such as cholera,
parasites and protozoa into Europe.274 Meanwhile,
the Croatian Interior Minister, Ranko Ostojic,
went further in expressing anti-refugee sentiments,
when suggesting that it might be necessary to
deploy the military to seal his country’s borders.275
The racist tendencies against migrants and asylum
seekers was not only contained to statements"
yerine "were not only contained in the statements.
For example, in 2015, Macedonian police used
tear gas and stun grenades against refugees
trying to get through the razor-wire fence with
Greece.276 A 2015 Frontex report, namely Serious
Incident Report No.228, documented Greek
Coast Guards firing warning shots into the air
and then shooting the engines of boats carrying
migrants in order to immobilize the boat. 277 The
reports distributed by Frontex in 2016 said border
guards in Greece, Bulgaria and Hungary were
especially brutal against migrants, such as using
nightsticks and pepper spray to subdue displaced
people, and using dogs to track refugees through
forests.278 In northern France, French police destroyed a camp housing 2000 refugees and mi-

grants.279 Denmark planned to force refugees to
give up their valuables when applying for asylum,
UN warned that move would fuel fear and xenophobia.280 All examples made it clear that European
democracies struggle with combating discrimination and hatred against asylum seekers. In the
wake of the “War on Terror” and the rise of
terror attacks in the West, asylum seekers and
migrants from Muslim countries faced anti-immigration populist movements. The populist
wave has recently swept across the Europe, empowering extremists and racists. Migrants and
refugees in Europe have been targets of European
far-right policies. Racist right-wing parties’ entering to the national and European parliaments
is the most recent peak of the rise of anti-immigration in the Western world. On the other hand,
growing xenophobic attitudes have made integration of the refugees and migrants difficult.
Today, it is more crucial than ever for EU to effectively eliminate discrimination against refugees
and migrants. Based on the above-mentioned
data related to the rise of far-right attacks overall
both in Europe and the United States, it is clear
that as long as the xenophobic, anti-immigrant
and anti-Muslim discourse of such violent and
non-violent groups and political parties is not
challenged effectively, this rising discourse would
keep damaging the image of a multicultural,
pluralist societies and their democratic values
which would also increasingly pose a major security challenge. This later point is quite obvious
not only in terms of the increasing number of
such attacks but also due to the fact that farright attacks and discourse would also trigger
and even play into the hands of many other extremist and terrorist groups with different motivations.
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