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Abstract
The forming of the new National Coalition of Revolutionary and Oppo-
sitional Forces in Doha in mid-November 2012 added a new domestic 
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by more than 100 countries puts additional political pressure on the re-
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The regime has been riding on the mantra of the old authocratic rulers: 
“You have us and you have stability or else you will have chaos and 



Carsten Wieland

12 �������	
����
���
January 2013, Volume 4, No 2

&
����
��$����
�%�
�>����5
�V�
���6�!�	��5
�����	�'� �

��(
	�
�	�'�
I�
��	��
����
��������
	
��
	����
��������!
��������
����
������	��������
This was part of the old notion of stability that was the basis of interna-
��
�����
�����
��������6������>�
��

T4�	(��%��	6��%8�#�	��#	�4�	����	(;�%�<	

I�����������������!	
���
����
�������������
�
�	���
�
'����	���
��
�
�
�!���������	�������!��
���	�������	���������
������	�!���	������
-
���'�%��
!��
�
������������	�������	����	������������	����I���������	�!�
��	���� !	
��� 
��'� ��
���� �	���������� �� �
��
�� !�
�
� 
�� ������
'�
�
��
�� �	�
�	���
�
� �����
�� ���� 
��� 

����'� ��
�
���� ���� �
��������

	��	������	�

�������'�������
���	�� �

���������	���������
!��
�
���
!����
��
�������	������
�
	����������
���������
�����
�
�

The Syrian scenario showed plenty of similarities with the Arab Spring 
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was the moment when the resistance discourse collapsed and with it 
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Figure 1. Foreign Policy and Domestic Politics in the 2000s
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This article is based on numerous personal interviews and the recent 
publication “Syria—A Decade of Lost Chances: Repression and Revo-
lution from Damascus Spring to Arab Spring”, Seattle 2012. Further 
recommended literature is provided in the bibliography.
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