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Mr. Ambassador, first-
ly, congratulations on your
new post as of this summer.
We are also pleased to see
that you accepted our invi-
tation for the interview. We
understand that one of your
priorities is to bolster the
relations between the two
countries. In that respect,
the fight against DAESH is
one of the main items in the
portfolio. If you allow me, I
would like to start with the
fight against DAESH and
then also other issues. We
see that there has been major
progress in the fight against
DAESH in Iraq in recent
months. There are discus-
sions about the upcoming
Mosul operation. Could you
share with us your opinion
on the latest situation on the
military front?

A: Thank you very
much for your visit and your
interest in recent develop-
ments in Iraq and the rela-
tions with Turkey. You are
most welcome also to the Em-
bassy and we look forward to
having good relationship with
you and your Center because
we sincerely believe there is a
need for cooperation in this
regard. As you have right-
ly indicated, Alhamdulillah
we have achieved significant
progress in our fight against
the terrorist organization

DAESH. If we start with the

most recent developments, as
you know, we have liberated
the town of Gayyara in the
southern part of Mosul city.
This is an important place
and could be the basis for
subsequent operations. We
have also made a significant
progress when it comes to
liberating the city of Sharqat,
and we are currently working
on liberating the city of Haw-
ijah, which is in the southeast
of Mosul. In addition to the
progress achieved in the prov-
ince of Ninawah, we have also
managed to liberate almost
all the towns and cities in the
province of al-Anbar. As you
know, the victory achieved in
liberating al-Fallujah and be-
fore it the city of Ramadi and
more recently al-Khalidiyah
as well as the other towns in
the province of al-Anbar rep-
resented major successes to us,
and major blows to the terror-
ist organization DAESH. This
was done through the coordi-
nated efforts of the Iraqi army
supported by Iragi national
police, local police, popular
mobilization units, local tribes
who have all worked together.
They were also supported to
by the coalition forces when
it comes to air power. They
managed to achieve those suc-
cesses in a way that caught the
attention of the world. These
positive models could certain-
ly be used when it comes to
liberating the city of Mosul,
and completing the liberation
of the province of Ninawah.
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Before that, as you know, we
have also liberated almost all
the towns and cities around
Tikrit and the province of
Salahuddin, as well as Diyala
and Babylon Provinces. The
trend has been very positive
and very encouraging. We
feel very confident that our
security forces supported by
local people could finish off
this process, and liberate the
remaining towns and cities in
the province of Ninawah and
Kirkuk, hopefully, before the
end of this year.

Obviously the challenges
that we face when it comes
to managing the situation in
those places after the succes-
sive operations are enormous.
We are fully aware of the
needs in those places. There is
a need to facilitate in various
ways the return of people who
have been displaced internally
or forced to leave the country
to the neighboring countries
including Turkey. There is a
need to clear the houses and
roads from the mines. As you
know, DAESH has been very
notorious when it comes to
not only destroying the hous-
es and the towns, but also
leaving behind thousands of
mines that could potentially
threaten people’s life. In ad-
dition to that, there is a need
to reconstruct those towns
and cities, and help people
to go back to their daily lives,
help them in terms of infra-
structure, jobs and services.

We look forward to receiving
as much support from our
friends in the region and be-
yond when it comes to achiev-
ing those important goals.

Let’s focus on the recon-
struction of the cities devas-
tated by ISIS terror. Could
you also specify what kind
of assistance would you ex-
pect from the international
community in that respect?

First, let’s start with the
security challenges. There is
certainly a need for support
from our friends in the region
when it comes to removing
those mines and potential-
ly harmful equipmentwhich
were left behind. We need
help when it comes to the re-
construction of the towns and
cities. We also need to ensure
that the much needed services
get back to normal as quick-
ly as possible such as educa-
tion, health care, etc. There is
a need also to look after the
environment because some
of the things they have done
have affected the environ-
ment as well. There is also a
need to work on strengthen-
ing community cohesion and
promoting peaceful consis-
tence and tolerance. As you
know, it is well known that
it is not enough to challenge
extremism and terrorism
through military means only.
We need to address the polit-
ical and socio-economic fac-
tors that contributed to these

As you know, it is
well known that
it is not enough
to challenge
extremism and
terrorism through
military means
only.
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phenomena, as well as the
cultural and religious factors.
We are working on all these
fronts to help people go back
to their towns and cities and
live together peacefully. We
are also working to reduce the
chances that our young gener-
ations will be subjected to this
kind of ideology in the future.

You referred to the
community cohesion.
Unfortunately, due to ter-
rorism, sectarian politics
gained some ground and
visibility, which negative-
ly affects the cohesion.
Another side of the story is
the situation of non-Mus-
lim minorities, such as the
Christian groups, who are
also affected. Many commu-
nities are shattered.

As you know, DAESH tar-
geted not only non-Muslims
but also Muslims, whether in
Iraq, Syria or other countries
in the region. Unfortunately,
the majority of the victims
are Muslims. For example, if
we take into account the city
of Mosul, they killed a large
number of Scholars and Cler-
gy men who did not embrace
their ideology and refused to
give allegiance. They killed
many activists, lawyers, doc-
tors who were not happy
with their practices. As you
know, they tortured people,
they abused women, wheth-
er Muslims or non-Muslims.
And they certainly practiced
sectarianism and extremism
in the most brutal way that
we could see. It is important
to highlight that those prac-
tices are not approved by Is-
lam, and by average Muslims.
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And it is also important to
work on the root causes, as I
mentioned, in order to ensure
that future generations will
not be affected by those ideol-
ogies and those practices.

Another challenge high-
lighted by the influx of
DAESH is the issue related
to the disputed territories in
Iraq. It was already one of
the problems waiting for a
solution. Since 2014, due to
the new developments, this
has gained a new character-
istic especially in some areas
where Peshmerga is taking
effective control over some
of the disputed areas, par-
ticularly Kirkuk. Could you
share with us your views or
Baghdad’s views about the
Kirkuk issue? How will it
develop in the next months,
especially in post-DAESH
period?

As a general rule — and this
is not unique to Iraq, we could
learn these lessons by looking
at the experiences in other
countries — when it comes to
disputed territories; you can-
not achieve state stability and
lasting peaceful solutions by
force. You have to work with
your partners in order to reach
a desirable outcome through
negotiation, persuasion and
agreements. We certainly do
not believe that forcing real-
ities on the ground is helpful

and this is not going to last
and it will further complicate
the matters on the ground,
whether it is Kirkuk or some
parts of Ninawah or Diyala.
There is a legal framework
for these issues to be dealt
with. As you know, the Iraqi
constitution and the relevant
laws have identified practi-
cal steps in order to address
those issues. It is not good to
force a solution on particular
problems by using force and
leave the other issues in oth-
er provinces unresolved. We
certainly do not approve the
practices of the past couple of
years. They have complicat-
ed the matters. We certainly
believe that we need to sit
together and talk about those
issues, and we need to use the
legal frameworks that have
been identified in the consti-
tution and the relevant laws.
DAESH initially took control
of some provinces in Iraq;
they tried to portray them-
selves as coming to support
certain components of the
Iraqi society. It is clear now,
after more than two years of
their influx to Iraq, that this is
not the case. They were look-
ing for the control of these cit-
ies, dominating the societies
and communities. They have
abused people’s rights in these
areas. People have themselves
seen the kind of destruction
they cause, the promotion of
sectarianism and extremism
they make, and the devastat-
ing influence they could have

As you know,
DAESH targeted
not only non-
Muslims but also
Muslims, whether
in Iraq, Syria or
other countries in
the region.
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potentially on communities
and young generation if they
are allowed to continue their
practices.

We all have a responsibil-
ity to address our differences,
to use the available opportu-
nities to negotiate with our
partners, and to use the ap-
propriate legal frameworks
to address these issues. I am
sure that we could reach an
agreement, which will be
mutually acceptable. At the
end of the day, I think we
should all agree that the Iraqi
constitution has specified
that Iraq territorial integrity
and unity should be respect-
ed; and when it comes to the
differences among different
provinces, we have to use
legal frameworks to address
those differences. We have to
work together to establish a
mature and stable democracy
with accountable institutions
that would embrace good
governance practices. This
will ensure that, whatever re-
sources we have in Iraq, will
be used for the benefits of
people and will lead to sus-
tainable development.

Also one particular is-
sue, which is of course
sometimes very sensitive
for Turkey is the situa-
tion of Turkmens in Iraq.
The Turkmen groups have

also been affected by the
DAESH terror campaign

and they have been dis-
placed from their home-
towns. Some are in Turkey,
some are in different parts
of Iraq. Some went to the
south, some are in the KRG.
What would you say about
the future of Turkmens in a
unified Iraq?

As you know, Turkmens
in Iraq are an important
ethnic component. They
are the third largest ethnic
component in Iraq and have
a sizeable presence in cer-
tain cities including Mosul,
Tal Afar, Kirkuk, Baghdad
and other cities. We look at
Turkmens just as we look at
other Iraqi citizens. They all
have the same rights; they
need to make contributions
to building the country.
They are allowed to par-
ticipate in the elections. As
you know, they have their
own representatives in the
Iragi parliament. They have
their own representatives in
the national government, in
the ministries as well as the
provincial legislating coun-
cils and local governments.
Recently there have been
some discussions about their
grievances because they do
not have a minister in the
cabinet. I think this is a legit-
imate aspiration and I think
there is a need for their rep-
resentatives in the parliament
as well as the relevant parties
and blocs to address this
grievance. By working with
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the other parties and blocs in
the parliament, this particular
aspiration can be met.

Thank you for your
expression of support.
What would you say about
the Kurdistan Regional
Government of Iraqs calls
for independence, from
time to time the discussions
about referendum, and what
should we expect regarding
the future of the relations
between Baghdad and Erbil?

When it comes to the
question of independence of
the Kurdistan region, as you
know, there is no consensus
within the region among the
parties and the local popu-
lation. There are some who
believe that time has come
for the region to move in this
direction, and others do not
share the same view. The situ-
ation on the ground also does
not indicate that those who
believe that time has arrived
to move in this direction are
right. Currently, as you know,
they face enormous challeng-
es when it comes to the po-
litical differences, the political
environment, and the need to
having more mature institu-
tions with more transparency
and good governance, and
better use of public resources.
There are security challeng-
es that the Kurdistan region
and some other regions in
Iraq have faced and continue

to face. There are economic
difficulties that they are cur-
rently facing, related to the
recent drop in the prices of
oil and the increase in defense
expenditure, which clearly
show that the region is not
yet ready to be fully indepen-
dent. Some politicians have
been talking about it. Person-
ally, and this is a view based
on the relevant articles in the
constitution, I think we cer-
tainly need to have a de-cen-
tralized system in Iraq. The
constitution has called upon
all Iragis to work together to
preserve the territorial integ-
rity of Iraq. We need to work
together to develop a more
mature democratic system,
with  better  performances
by our key institutions. We
need to ensure that we fight
corruption, to ensure that
our institutions will use the
available public resources in a
more effective way. This is not
unique to Kurdistan. All the
provinces in Iraq have a need
to see those developments.
All Iraqi citizens look forward
to achieving those ambitious
goals. As you know, from ex-
periences in other countries,
to have those major social,
political and economic de-
velopments, we need time. It
takes considerably long time,
decades not years, to establish
a mature democracy with ac-
countable and effective insti-
tutions.

As a general rule
— and this is not
unique fo Iragq,
we could learn
these lessons by
looking at the
experiences in
other countries

— when it comes
to disputed
territories; you
cannot achieve
state stability and
lasting peaceful
solutions by
force.




ALAEI: WE ARE DETERMINED TO FURTHER IMPROVE TURKEY-IRAQ \

RELATIONS

As you know we started
this process in thirteen years;
we went through the dem-
ocratic transition in a very
difficult environment, in the
presence of occupation and
the mistakes that were asso-
ciated with it, the influence
of terrorists, and recently the
problem with DAESH and
dropping prices of oil. So
when you operate in a diffi-
cult environment such as the
one we had, and if you take
into account the huge legacy
that was inherited because
of the wrong policies of the
former regime that led to the
meaningless wars and the
economic sanctions. If we
take into account all these
factors, it won't take much
for us to realize that we have
to be patient and continue to
work hard to bring people on
board to work together in or-
der to achieve those import-
ant goals. I think it will be in
the best interest of our broth-
ers in the Kurdistan region as
well as in other provinces to
continue to work together, to
make our democratic institu-
tions more mature and ef-
fective, to address our differ-
ences through dialogue and
negotiations, and to use the
available constitutional and
legal frameworks in order to
address these issues.

You referred partly to
the issue of oil prices. It
also affects the entire eco-

nomic structure in Iraq. We
also see that, in addition to
the falling oil prices, the
oil production and deliv-
ery infrastructure has also
been damaged in this con-
flict environment. What
are your expectations and
preparations about the
contribution of oil to the
Iraqi economy? What are
you specifically working on
to improve your revenues
from the oil production
and exports?

The energy sector in Iraq
is the most important sector.
Nearly 90% of our foreign
revenues come from the ex-
port of oil. Iraq is currently
the second biggest exporter
within OPEC. Our proven
reserve is well in excess of
170 billion barrels. We are
currently number 4 in terms
of proven oil reserves. There
is a potential for that also to
change with the new explo-
ration activities that we have
embarked on. In the past few
years, we have done a lot to
develop our oil/gas industry.
Our production rate has in-
creased from under two mil-
lion barrels per day in 2009
to 4 million barrels per day.
Most of that comes from the
southern fields. Currently,
roughly 80% comes from the
south, 20% from the north.
We continue to export on
average around 3.5 million
barrels per day from the
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southern field. We estimate
that we could export 5-6 hun-
dred thousand barrels per day

from Kirkuk and the fields in
the Kurdistan region.

There was an agreement,
as you know, between the
Central Government and the
Kurdistan Regional Govern-
ment to deliver on average
550 000 barrels of oil per day
from the fields in Kirkuk and
the Kurdistan Region. This
was seen as a very positive
development and the central
government was keen on con-
tinuing with it. Unfortunate-
ly, in the past year, KRG has
decided to stop handing over
the agreed amounts. Because
of that, there was some dis-
ruption in the export of oil,
especially from Kirkuk. In
the past eight months, KRG
exports oil through Ceyhan
pipeline without much coor-
dination with the central gov-
ernment. We hope that this
issue will be resolved. Cur-
rently, there are discussions
and negotiations to address
this issue.

When it comes to future
developments, obviously, we
had very ambitious plans to
continue with our projects to
increase the production rate
as well as our export capaci-
ty. Our estimates suggested
that Iraq was in a good po-
sition to continue increasing
its production rate by over 5
million barrels per day, taking
the maximum daily produc-

tion into around 9 million
barrels per day compared to
around 4 million now. The
drop in the prices of oil ob-
viously affected the imple-
mentation of this ambitious
plan to some extent, together
with the increase in the de-
fense expenditures because of
the war against DAESH. As
you know, it is very difficult
to predict when the oil pric-
es will recover. We certainly
believe that the current prices
are not the most appropriate
prices for the producers as
well as the entire world. We
do hope that by next year we
will see a significant rise in the
prices. We consider any price
around 70 US dollars per bar-
rel as reasonable. It will help
us to meet our needs when it
comes to continuing our re-
construction plan. I am not
sure how long it will take to
reach there. Hopefully, we will
see some significant increas-
es in the prices next year. We
will continue to implement
various projects to develop
our oil fields, in addition to
investing more in developing
the gas industry in Iraq.

The production rate of
natural gas in Iraq has been
going up. We are currently
producing slightly more than
what we need and use domes-
tically. There is a great poten-
tial for further increases in the
production of natural gas in
Iraq. There are contracts that
have been given to interna-

As you know,
Turkmens in
Iraq are an
important ethnic
component.
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tional companies, which are
doing some good works in
certain parts of Iraq as well as
in the Kurdistan region.

This is also an area for
possible cooperation with
Turkey. We are certainly in-
terested in attracting more
investment from Turkish in-
stitutions and companies to
develop our energy sector.
We are also keen on provid-
ing Turkey with some of its
needs when it comes to oil
and gas. This will be a win-
win situation for both coun-
tries. There is a need to, as |
said, develop our export ca-
pacity. One option will also
be to expand the capacity of
Ceyhan pipeline. This will
be in the interest of both
countries. There is also a po-
tential for both countries to
establish some joint projects
when it comes to refineries,

strategic storage capacity and
other petrochemical facili-
ties, which could be benefi-
cial for both countries. I'm
hoping that, during my stay
here as Iraqi Ambassador to
Turkey, we will achieve some
progress along all these lines
including increasing the level
of investment Turkey has in
the Iraqi energy sector, in-
creasing the amounts of oil
and gas that Iraq provides to
Turkey, and expanding the
capacity of the Ceyhan pipe-

line.

Speaking of the bilateral
relations, you have assumed
your new post at a very crit-
ical conjuncture. What are
your specific projects to im-
prove Turkey-Iraq relations
in political, economic and

cultural-social fields?



/

ORSAM INTERVIEWS ON REGIONAL AFFAIRS
NO.35, SEPTEMBER 2016

From the Iraqi perspec-
tive, the relations between
Turkey and Iraq are very im-
portant for both countries.
There are important and dif-
ferent aspects of the relations,
politically, economically, ed-
ucationally, culturally, secu-
rity-wise. We also have very
large number of Iragis living
in 40 or so provinces inside
Turkey. All those factors make
it more important for us to
work with our counterparts
at national and local levels, as
well as in the private sector to
achieve our goals. When you
look at specific figures, it is
important to reflect on those
figures since they indicate
the progress achieved when
it comes to bilateral relations.
The level of trade between
Iraq and Turkey in 2003-4
was under 1 billion US dol-
lars (950 million). By 2013,
the level of trade reached 13
billion US dollars. A four-
teen-fold increase, which is
phenomenal. There wasnt a
similar increase in the trade
level with any other country
in the region or beyond. Over
several hundreds of Turkish
institutions implemented
hundreds of projects in Iraq
with a total cost of 20 billion
US dollars. These are some
indicators that help you real-
ize the positive developments
in Ankara-Baghdad’s relations
especially when it comes to
economic relations.

In the past two years, as
you know, there has been
some cooling-off in the rela-
tions, associated with a signif-
icant drop in the level of trade
between the two countries.
The latest figures in the past
year show that the trade level
has gone down to around 10
billion dollars. It is obviously
still very high and Iraq is still
one of the top trade partners
with Turkey. We need to work
together to address the rea-
sons, the factors that led to
the drop of the trade level.
Some of that obviously could
be done through revolving
some of the factors that have
created tension between the
two governments, including
the Turkish military presence
in northern part of Iraq, near
the city of Mosul. There are
also differences when it comes
to the conflict in Syria. The
two countries also need to
maximize security coopera-
tion between them, address-
ing the issues when it comes
to PKK activities as well as
DAESH. Certainly there is a
need to work on those issues
and the two governments are
doing so. We certainly need
to put more efforts into this
area in order to resolve these
issues in a way that will cre-
ate a positive environment
and allow us to achieve prog-
ress on other fronts. When it
comes to economic and trade
relations and enhancing the
trade level, I certainly believe
that we need to work not on-

When it comes
fo the question
of independence
of the Kurdistan
region, as you
know, there is no
consensus within
the region among
the parties

and the local
population.
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ly with the national govern-
ment institutions but also lo-
cal government institutions,
provincial institutions as well
as the private sector. Because
of that, in the past three and
a half months, I have reached
out to other provinces. We
have visited 8 key provinces
so far including Gaziantep,
Adana, Mersin, Kilis as well
as Istanbul, Yalova, Sakarya
and recently Izmir. We will
continue with our efforts to
engage with the provincial
governments and the private
sector, including the com-
mercial and industry offices.

We currently working
with our colleagues to organ-
ise business, trade and invest-
ment meetings. There will be
one in Gaziantep during the
second half of October. We
are working on organising
similar meetings in Istanbul
and Izmir. We need to al-
so do the same in other key
provinces such as Antalya.
We need to work together to
implement some of the exist-
ing agreements that we have
signed. We need to work
closely to prepare the ground
for the next round of the
High-level Council for Stra-
tegic Cooperation. We need
to ensure that not only we
have the relevant ministers
and ministries represented,
but also the private sector
with representatives from the
key sectors that are import-
ant for both countries.

We will continue our
efforts to enhance educa-
tional and cultural relations
between the two countries,
in addition to maximizing
cooperation when it comes
to counterterrorism and re-
ducing the security threats
to both countries. 'm sure
we will not only resolve some
of the factors that led to the
recent tension, but also pre-
pare the right environment
for achieving our goals when
it comes to enhancing the
trade level. I am pretty con-
fident that if we do that, we
will not just reach 13 billion
dollars per year, but we will
exceed that level and Iraq
could potentially become the
second most important trade
partner for Turkey after Ger-
many.

You referred to the
High-level Council for
Strategic Cooperation. This
has been a very useful plat-
form to conduct bilateral
relationships with a strate-
gic vision. So, what is the
current calendar for the
next meeting? Is it antici-
pated, what are the specific
items on the agenda?

As you know, the
high-level council for stra-
tegic cooperation was estab-
lished in 2009. Over the past
few years, there have been
two rounds of meetings,
one in Baghdad and one in
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Ankara, the last meeting was
held in December 2014. The
next round of meetings is
supposed to be held in Bagh-
dad at the end of this year
or early next year. We have
started some practical steps in
order to prepare for that. As
I indicated earlier, we need to
achieve good progress when
it comes to resolving some
of the factors that led to the
recent tension and bring on
board the relevant govern-
ment institutions as well as
provincial and private sector
institutions to ensure that not
only we have the third round
of meetings at the appropriate
time but that we will achieve
as much as possible from the
next round of meetings. We
could then move faster to
have meaningful changes on
the grounds when it comes
to developing the relations in
different aspects; politically,
security-wise, economically,
trade as well as educationally
and culturally.

You have been visiting
different cities. I also un-
derstand that in those visits
you are very closely follow-
ing the situation of Iraqi
citizens. There is quite sig-
nificant number of Iraqi
citizens living in different
provinces in Turkey. What
are your efforts and projects
to reach out to them, im-
prove their conditions, so

that they can become a very
constructive bond between
the two countries?

Since I arrived to Ankara
at the end of May;, it has been
certainly one of my priorities
and the Embassy’s priorities
to reach out to Iragi com-
munities that are currently
living in different provinces
in Turkey. The numbers are
huge, the most reliable figures
suggest that we have 300,000
or more Iraqis distributed in
41 provinces or more. Gener-
ally speaking, there are three
groups of Iraqis that are cur-
rently living in Turkey. There
is a very well established
group that came to Turkey
decades ago. Some of them
have Turkish citizenship,
some are married to Turkish
citizens. They generally repre-
sent the different professions
that we have in Iraq. There
are doctors, academics, and
bussiness people and so on.
The second group is repre-
sented by those who came to
Turkey in the past decade and
so. Within them, we have also
a large number of well-estab-
lished Iragis. Many of them
have properties, established
businesses etc. They work,
support themselves and they
seem to be happy with what
they have achieved in Turkey.
The third group is the largest
group and they represent the
most challenging group for us
when it comes to reaching out
and supporting them. Most

Nearly 90%

of our foreign
revenues come
from the export of
oil.
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of them came to Turkey after
the influx of DAESH into
the Iraqi provinces particu-
larly Ninawah, Salahuddin
and al-Anbar. Currently,
there are 140,000 Iraqis, who
are registered asylum-seekers
with the UNHCR. That is a
good indication that at least
half of those Iraqis that are
here are asylum-seekers who
were forced to leave their
homes and migrate. Many
of them are vulnerable. They
dont have jobs. They find
it challenging to ensure that
their children go to school.
Sometimes they also struggle
when it comes to receiving
acceptable healthcare services
given their lack of resources.

So, in order to engage
with them effectively, we
have been trying to visit
those provinces. Wherever
we go, in addition to meet-
ing the governors, mayors,
chambers of commerce and
universities, we also have spe-
cific meetings with members
of the Iraqi communities.
Sometimes we go to Iraqi pri-
vate schools that are in those
provinces. I think those vis-
its enabled us to understand
fully what kind of challenges
are faced by our communi-
ties, which are mostly related
to their migration status, the
schooling for the children,
healthcare services, or jobs.
We are trying to help them
out. Obviously, as an Embas-
sy, we cannot resolve all these

issues ourselves. Some of
the issues we need to engage
with the relevant Iragi min-
istries and institutions. To
resolve most of the issues, we
also need to engage with the
relevant Turkish institutions.
That is why we have visited
the relevant ministries, such
as the Ministry of Education;
we are also waiting for an ap-
pointment with the Minister
of Home Affairs. We need to
engage all the relevant part-
ners in order to resolve some
of the challenges that Iraqi

communities face.

One other thing which is
important to do is to benefit
from the available resourc-
es within the communities
themselves. When it comes
to the Iragis that are living
in different parts of Turkey,
we know that, within them,
there are many doctors,
nurses, teachers, lecturers,
business people, people with
legal background, some even
diplomats that have retired.
We need to help them come
together, establish their soci-
eties, councils, associations,
encourage them to help each
other and engage with the
relevant Turkish institutions.
I think this will also help a
lot when it comes to achiev-
ing our goals. Certainly, we
will continue to look at this
as a priority. The results we
have achieved in the past
two to three months are very
encouraging. We have man-
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aged to change the perception
within our community that
the Iraqi government and
Embassy are very much inter-
ested in Iraqis, are doing their
best to reaching out to them
and meeting with them, hear-
ing about the successes, but
also the challenges they face.
We are working with them,
with the Turkish authorities,
with our relevant ministries
and institutions in order to
address those challenges. I feel
very confident that, by bring-
ing on board our institutions,
your institutions, and encour-
aging members of the Iragi
communities to do more for
themselves, we will achieve
our goals and obviously that
will mean that their life here
in Turkey will be better.

We will also continue with
our efforts to facilitate the re-
turn of those who want to go
back to Iraq voluntarily. This
is why we are also engaging

with the UNHCR and the

International Organization of
Migration as well as your au-
thorities and our authorities.
Last week, we arranged acha-
rtered flight run by the Iragi
Airways to take 204 Iraqi
citizens to Baghdad, most-
ly families who voluntarily
expressed their wishes to go
back and wanted our sup-
port. The experience was very
positive. Many of them have
sent their messages to indicate
that they are very happy to
go home. Currently, there are
many Iraqis who also want to
do the same and express their
interest. We are working with
our Ministry of Migration
and Displaced as well as the
Ministry of Transportation
and the Iraqi Airways and
our own ministry to prepare
for other flights in the future.
We will continue with those
efforts.

Thank you, Mr.
Ambassador, for sparing

time for our interview.
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